TRUMP CONSIDERS
GETTING HOSPITALS
VENTILATORS
NATIONALIZATION BUT A
BAILOUT FOR HIM AND
HIS RICH BUDDIES
NECESSITY

Yesterday, Trump sent remarkably mixed signals
in his press conference. He was asked whether he
was going to use the Defense Production Act to
address the shortage in key medical supplies. He
replied by suggesting that using DPA to push
manufacturers to prioritize urgently needed
supplies amounts to nationalization.

We're a country not based on
nationalizing our business. Call a
person over in Venezuela, ask them how
did nationalization of their businesses
work out? Not too well. The concept of
nationalizing our business is not a good
concept.

He went on to suggest his Administration doesn’t
know who could fill urgent needs, which sounds
like a confession that he shouldn’t have fired
the pandemic experts.

Later however, Trump treated the socialization
of big business losses — of his big business
losses — as an acceptable step to save great
businesses. After Seung Min Kim asked whether
Trump would commit that none of the funds from a
$500 billion bailout of big businesses would go
to his company, he complained that he hasn’t
been thanked for things like taking no salary.
He ultimately said he would see, the kind of
deferral he often uses to avoid saying yes.

He returned to his complaints later in the
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presser. In response to a question about whether
he had sold stock, he first lied, and claimed
that he didn’t own any. He rambled for minutes
complaining about being booed. Ultimately,
however, he complained about how much it cost
rich people to run for office.

A big part of the reason the economy had to be
shut down is because Trump did not respond in
January when he was warned of the pandemic. And
now he’'s treating taking steps to provide
medical workers the equipment they need as some
kind of socialism but bailing himself out as a
necessity.
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