
GEORGE
PAPADOPOULOS TIED
THE UTILITY OF RUSSIAN
DIRT TO THE
CAMPAIGN’S PLAN TO
USE DIRT TO WIN
Judicial Watch has once again liberated
documents from DOJ that undermine their
narrative about the Russian investigation (and,
in this case, provides yet another reason to
question the fidelity of the DOJ IG Report on
Carter Page).

In the DOJ IG Report, it provides a description
of the tip Australia provided to State which got
passed on to the FBI. The most complete
description of that (pages 51 to 52) introduces
a block quote describing the tip by explaining
the Australian tip “stated, in part, that
Papadopoulos”

suggested the Trump team had received
some kind of suggestion from Russia that
it could assist this process with the
anonymous release of information during
the campaign that would be damaging to
Mrs. Clinton (and President Obama). It
was unclear whether he or the Russians
were referring to material acquired
publicly of [sic] through other means.
It was also unclear how Mr. Trump’s team
reacted to the offer. We note the Trump
team’s reaction could, in the end, have
little bearing of what Russia decides to
do, with or without Mr. Trump’s
cooperation.

The IG Report never quotes what the other part
of the memo is, but it does quote a long excerpt
from a Bill Priestap transcript describing that
Papadopoulos expressed confidence (in April!)
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that Trump would win, in part because of how
much dirt the campaign had on Hillary.

In fact, the information we received
indicated that Papadopoulos told the
[FFG] he felt confident Mr. Trump would
win the election, and Papadopoulos
commented that the Clintons had a lot of
baggage and that the Trump team had
plenty of material to use in its
campaign.

Priestap understood that the campaign planned to
win by using the dirt it had on Hillary Clinton.

Judicial Watch just liberated the FBI document
memorializing on the tip. It too, redacts that
other part of what Australia passed on
(bizarrely, under source and law enforcement
exemptions, not privacy, which seem like easily
challenged exemptions).

But laid out like this (particularly given the
length of the redaction as compared to
Priestap’s description), it makes the context
more clear.

Papadopoulos said Trump would win because they
had dirt on Hillary and then suggested Russia
could “assist this process” — that is, using
dirt to win the election — by anonymously
releasing information damaging to Hillary.

The “this process” hidden behind the redaction
is “using dirt to win the election.” The
antecedent of “this process” must be (because
that description does not and could not appear
anywhere else), using dirt to win the election.

It is, perhaps, a subtle thing. But in context
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as the FBI received it, Papadopoulos tied Russia
anonymously dropping dirt on Hillary to the
centrality of dirt on Hillary in the Trump
campaign’s plan to win. It is true that the tip
does not describe Papadopoulos confirming that
the campaign would use the Russian dirt or had
entered into a relationship to do so.

But particularly given the way Roger Stone
claimed WikiLeaks was going to release Clinton
Foundation documents while he was boasting of
ties to WikiLeaks — that is, the dirt Trump had
treated as the Holy Grail all along — the way
Papadopoulos tied anonymously released damaging
information from Russia to the utility of using
dirt to win the election explains the FBI
reaction.

Papadopoulos didn’t just raise Russia offering
dirt to help win. It raised it in the context of
the Trump plan to win by using dirt.


