THE WORLD’S BIGGEST
DONALD TRUMP FAN
BELIEVES DONALD
TRUMP IS LYING ABOUT
COVID
Roger Stone has been one of Donald Trump’s
biggest boosters for decades. But Stone’s
actions make it clear he believes Trump is lying
about the risks of COVID.
Yesterday, Stone’s lawyers moved to delay the
date when he’ll have to report to prison 60 days
(he has already gotten a 30-day extension). They
claim that going to prison — even a prison that
has had no recorded cases of COVID — will be
life-threatening to Stone, for medical reasons
filed under seal.
Those medical conditions make the
consequences of his exposure to the
COVID-19 virus in a prison facility
life-threatening. The threat of
exposure, given the current status of
COVID-19 within BOP facilities and the
lack of testing, is compelling.
The severity of the circumstances is
highlighted by the fact that the
Attorney General issued memoranda
directing the BOP to release prisoners
at risk from COVID-19 infection.
Memorandum from the Attorney General to
the Director of the Bureau of Prisons,
regarding “Prioritization of Home
Confinement As Appropriate in Response
to COVID-19 Pandemic,” dated March 26,
2020; Memorandum from the Attorney
General to the Director of the Bureau of
Prisons, regarding “Increasing Use of
Home Confinement at Institutions Most
Affected by COVID-19,” dated April 3,
2020.

[snip]
While the BOP website currently does not
show any inmates with the COVID-19 virus
at FCI Jesup, it reports that there are
25 tests pending.
https://www.bop.gov/coronavirus/. 1
Given that the BOP does not routinely
test inmates,2 combined with the
relatively high positivity results in
BOP facilities,3 the pending tests do
not bode well.

Of course, Donald Trump doesn’t appear to
believe that COVID is life-threatening, because
he keeps scheduling indoor rallies where he
packs people closer together than even a prison,
if only for two hours. Sure, he makes attendees
sign away their right to sue.
But if it’s safe for the President to pack
people in closed spaces to feed his ego, it is
safe for the US government to put Roger Stone in
a prison facility to punish him for protecting
the President.
Likewise, if Americans don’t need access to
testing to assess the risk of COVID, then
neither does Roger Stone.
Stone’s filing claims that the US Attorney’s
office doesn’t object to his request.
The defense contacted the United States
Attorney’s Office to ascertain its
position on this motion, and was
informed that, based on the Department
of Justice’s and the Executive Office of
United States Attorneys’ guidance on the
handling of voluntary surrender dates
during the pandemic at this point in
time, it does not oppose a 60-day
extension of Stone’s surrender date.

But as Politico noted, in addition to some wails
about an attempt to kill him posted on
Instagram, Stone also posted on Friday that the

US Attorney’s Office did object to his delay.
In a video posted on Instagram Friday,
Stone said the U.S. Attorney’s Office
turned down his request to delay his
prison report date, but Stone’s lawyers
said in their court filing Tuesday that
prosecutors were not opposed to giving
him an additional two months to report.

Perhaps given the proof that Trump has the
ability to cow the DC US Attorney to show favors
on Trump’s buddies, Judge Amy Berman Jackson is
taking no chances. She is asking DOJ to certify
to what Stone has claimed.
MINUTE ORDER as to ROGER J. STONE, JR.
It is ORDERED that the government must
file a submission setting forth its
position on defendant’s motion to extend
his surrender date [381], and its
reasons for that position, in writing.
The government must also inform the
Court of the results of the COVID-19
tests at FCI Jesup that were described
in the motion as pending at the time it
was filed. The government’s submission
is due by June 25, 2020.

It will be interesting to see whether line AUSAs
will sign such a filing.
Whatever ABJ decides to do with Stone, reporters
should not let this double standard pass. If
even being in a prison during the pandemic will
kill Roger Stone, then being in a packed Trump
rally likely poses a deadly risk as well. If
COVID poses a risk to his buddies, then it’s
time Trump started treating COVID as a risk to
every American.

