JIM JORDAN, KILLER
CLOWN

You’'ll want to read Marcy's post about
Wednesday’'s House Judiciary Committee hearing on
politicization of the Department of Justice.

One thing that continues to bother the hell out
of me: Republican Rep. Jim Jordan’s clown-y
assholishness. It’s now his brand. He’'s the GOP
caucus’'s id — the Goofus-looking, tantrum-
throwing, jacket-avoiding persona happily
adopted by the right-wing as a model for their
party.

He's a creepy bad clown whose running gags and
interstitial bits aren’t funny or amusing;
they’re meant to harass, ridicule, and obstruct
Congress’s little-d democratic processes.

While he was repeatedly offered other GOP
members’ time during the hearing to question the
witnesses called before the committee, he made a
point of not wearing his mask and yelling at the
same time.

(Aside: there’s a paper waiting to be written
about clowns who refuse to wear masks.)

He attended the rally in Tulsa this past weekend
and like nearly everyone else in that venue in
attendance, didn’t wear a mask and is now
potentially an asymptomatic carrier of COVID-19.

With this routine Jordan didn’t respect the well
being of his fellow members of Congress. He
showed he’'s willing to hurt other members of
Congress for his personal and partisan political
aims.

Just scroll through the hearing video beginning
with his opening remarks at 9:26 —

Perhaps Jordan was chosen as HJC ranking member
to do all the heavy lifting for the GOP side of
the committee exactly because he yells during
his tantrums, attracting media’'s attention
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thereby starving Democrats of oxygen for their
side.

While his outbursts have been annoying in the
past, this time Jordan forcefully pushed
aerosolized exhalation through the hearing room
Wednesday after being in proximity with others
exposed to COVID-19 with Team Trump in Tulsa. He
may have deliberately blown biological material
around the hearing room, like so:

]

And perhaps he was chosen because
his district OH-4 isn’t likely to
give him a lot of crap since a
good-sized chunk is rural.

OH-4 is also not as heavily impacted by COVID-19
as other more urban congressional districts in
Ohio.

The counties in his district are Allen,
Auglaize, Champaign, Crawford, Logan, Sandusky,
Seneca, Shelby and Union counties and parts of
Erie, Huron, Lorain, Marion, and Mercer
counties. Check them against the most recent
COVID-19 data for the state of Ohio:
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Based on the data above provided by The New York
Times updated yesterday, there have been only
134 deaths in the counties which make up the
Ohio 4th Congressional District, even with the
hot spot at the prison in Marion, Ohio.

Note, too, that Jordan’s district OH-4 is more
than 90% white, unlike nearby OH-9 (Rep. Marcy
Kaptur) or OH-11 (Rep. Marcia Fudge), with a
higher per capita income.

Compare to Cuyahoga County which makes up part
of OH-9 — it’'s had at least 346 COVID-19 deaths.

All of which means that Jordan’s career is
relatively unaffected by COVID-19. He can be
casually racist by ignoring the number of Black
and other non-white deaths in Marion’s prison
facility because the rest of his district won’t
feel the pain of their loss — the mostly-
minority incarcerated are disposable to white
rural conservatives.

He can be deliberately threatening to Democrats
in Congress because it'’s encouraged by the White
House.

Jordan won’t worry about anybody else getting
COVID-19 because he can continue to be nothing
more complicated than a loud, irritating clown
and still earn his party’s support.

He’ll even get backup from other clowns in his
party like Louis Gohmert banging on the desk
during the course of the hearing to obstruct
witness testimony — neither being sly Harlequins
but an evil clown with a village idiot sidekick.

Not merely an evil clown, either, if Jordan
intended to threaten and hurt other members of
Congress.

Jim Jordan, killer clown — an existential threat
to members of Congress who have to put up with
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him while they represent the rest of us.

This is an open thread.



