
JOE PIENTKA WARNED
TRUMP TO BE WORRIED
ABOUT PEOPLE ON HIS
PERIPHERY WHILE
FLYNN WAS SIGNING A
DEAL WITH TURKEY
Donald Trump continues to use the Office of
Director of National Intelligence role to
declassify information to feed to frothy
journalists so they can misrepresent the
investigation into his campaign. Yesterday, John
Ratcliffe released the FBI part of the
classified briefing given to Trump, Chris
Christie, and Mike Flynn on August 17, 2016.
Among the things Ratcliffe disclosed is the FBI
case files for both Crossfire Hurricane and the
Flynn investigation, the paltry content of
defensive briefings for a Presidential
candidate, and that the FBI believed there were
more Russian spies working under official cover
in 2016 than Chinese spies.

They just don’t give a fuck anymore. They will
compromise whatever they need to to try to spin
the investigation into Trump, even if most of
what they release doesn’t back their story.

The briefing also demonstrates that Trump had no
concept of how spies work. He asked a childish
question about whether — because they have more
spies under official cover — whether they are
bad.

Trump asked the following question,”Joe,
are the Russians bad because they have
more numbers are they worse than the
Chinese?” Writer responded by saying
both countries are bad. The numbers of
IOs present in the U.S. is not an
indicator of the severity of the threat.
Writer reminded Trump the Chinese
asymmetrical presence in the U.S.
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[redacted]. In addition, the OCONUS
cyber threat posed by []PLA would have
to be considered when making
comparisons.

Having just been briefed that the Russians use
official cover while the Chinese use non-
official cover, Trump then collapsed that very
basic concept to address just diplomatic cover.

The only interesting comment from Trump or
Flynn, from an investigative standpoint, was
that Trump seemed to suggest that Russia could
match the US counterterrorism resources, an
inaccurate belief the genesis of which is
actually really interesting.

Meanwhile, Flynn asked Joe Pientka something
totally off topic — how many FBI Agents they had
as compared to counterterrorism cases. Flynn
also, later, bragged about having done SIGINT
(he seems to have wanted to prove his
expertise).

Nothing in this briefing — not even the role of
Kevin Clinesmith and Peter Strzok in approving
an anodyne report — supports the frenzied
response to it, and most commentators are
totally misrepresenting what the briefing as a
whole was (the first intelligence briefing, as
reflected by redacted references to who gave
those briefings), and what the nature of the
defensive briefing that Pientka gave.

The far more interesting details is that Pientka
warned Trump (accurately, as it turned out)
about Russia and others trying to get to Trump
through peripheral people and businessmen,

In the classical sense, an IO will
attempt to recruit an individual to tell
him or her the things he or she wants to
know. This is known as HUMINT. It is
highly unlikely a Foreign Intelligence
Service will attempt to recruit you,
however you need to be mindful of the
people on your periphery: your staff ,
domestic help, business associates,



friends, etc. Those individuals may
present more vulnerabilities or be more
susceptible to an approach. Those
individuals will also be targeted for
recruitment due to their access to you.
That does not mean IOs will not make a
run at you . They will send their IOs in
diplomatic cover, businessperson NOCs,
as well as sources they have developed
around you to elicit information and
gain assessment on you.

At the time Pientka gave this briefing, Flynn
was finalizing the details of a deal with
Turkey, using a businessman the government has
credibly accused of being an agent of Turkey to
cover up the Turkish government’s direct role in
the deal. In his grand jury testimony, Flynn
described knowing almost nothing of Ekim
Alptekin when he pursued this deal.

So even as the FBI was trying to explain to
Trump that people like his coffee boy and his
rat-fucker would be used to assess his
intentions, the guy sitting in the room was
pursuing a big payday with a frenemy government
seeking to do just that.

Pientka’s briefing lasted 13 minutes out of a
total of at least 1 hour 55 minutes, though it
looks like Trump left the briefing before they
had presented everything, to catch a plane.


