
FORMER DAILY CALLER
EDITOR REVEALS HE
WAS FORCED TO
PUBLISH OLEG
DERIPASKA
In the wake of the Senate Intelligence Report’s
scathing description of Oleg Deripaska’s key
role in Russia’s 2016 election interference, a
former editor from the Daily Caller, Eric Owens,
reveals that his bosses — Tucker Carlson and
Neil Patel — forced him to publish an Oleg
Deripaska column that he recognized as sloppy
propaganda.

Back in 2018, I was the opinion editor
for The Daily Caller. I had worked for
the website for about five years as a
journalist and editor. I really believed
in what we were doing. I believed in
what founders Tucker Carlson and Neil
Patel said they were building. (More on
that later.)

In early March 2018, Deripaska submitted
an opinion piece to The Daily Caller. He
didn’t submit it directly to me or
through the Caller’s conventional
submissions process. Presumably,
villainous Russian billionaires are
above such hoi polloi procedures.
Instead, Daily Caller publisher Patel
contacted me directly one day saying he
had received Deripaska’s op-ed. He
wanted to know how I felt about it.

I hated it. Anyone with a passing
knowledge of European politics would
know who Deripaska is and what he
represents. I had been in the U.S.
foreign service for a bit, so, of
course, I knew.

More importantly, Deripaska’s op-ed

https://www.emptywheel.net/2020/08/26/former-daily-caller-editor-reveals-he-was-forced-to-publish-oleg-deripaska/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2020/08/26/former-daily-caller-editor-reveals-he-was-forced-to-publish-oleg-deripaska/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2020/08/26/former-daily-caller-editor-reveals-he-was-forced-to-publish-oleg-deripaska/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2020/08/26/former-daily-caller-editor-reveals-he-was-forced-to-publish-oleg-deripaska/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2020/08/26/former-daily-caller-editor-reveals-he-was-forced-to-publish-oleg-deripaska/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7039357-200818-SSCI-Russia-Report.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/that-time-i-published-putins-oligarch-pal-oleg-deripaskas-deep-state-rant-at-the-daily-caller?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=688745b0c50652268c1c14a02e3ffc5fc64cbf31-1598454960-0-AcvBpo8j1kjTlWC3kjrh78x8zu-NVWv-zq2iZAEVmHV3yhI_B9-cTq6ViRIeOz_VWa0GKy1A-Nl0LecNI3P74Os1BGuhgU5RJMynErsvFet-fRTESBSsBTmEvYrLetj7C5LyjgdZgqxAsN6ZG1jsac1KNn2tgbZIIXnA5LwA-HKKim6sI_MEtzKKINYDdoqiUz7uVlf6NwA2g7s2eXAOBjsPmKF2_bHRNDgqsy1hM12lpBWLIpXWUZ9rA548jf1Aaf0aYVnQ0-krsHRcWsjRRs2de5i_jzU1JbF4kMLACO4NMpxvd4n-xzEr-KnRyM7Bii7Vlj4WNq0hXcCnv-zCNN8s8GdOdES9blLpRsehDhEX0PBU9v7gfKY8tuVq5zsy2JOHDLxbxygui6wPZ8o5hxPWe6WbTXcb8dYOrd5EREwBvFmhg5BiiTFG7tYqjG3djWgwuME8uu5TozLkfyYYTH5voXfedXRUsgx0-DP-rHZR1rzUlrqUE7iSIqsowjnzMTbhemg-rlgVY48iePiTZFKEe1lVuTHA7hEZQMHizmu_tqhJXMWbMl90SRlcCeBu3xkw_PH4IjEsgUQs8Fpib76jRwnK7xymivOAS0iIUIXtfopSA4U2Fw83L6HFCeUAUA
https://dailycaller.com/2018/03/08/the-ever-changing-russia-narrative-in-american-politics-is-cynically-false-public-manipulation/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dailycaller.com_2018_03_08_the-2Dever-2Dchanging-2Drussia-2Dnarrative-2Din-2Damerican-2Dpolitics-2Dis-2Dcynically-2Dfalse-2Dpublic-2Dmanipulation_&d=DwMFaQ&c=r30hyXAdWe8oret4PlAIyA&r=eJyKy-B0qFAmY5uotdIlvDpVtbyC4c7wLH-9CaMWnxA&m=3ileE6X07ZNjbG0_v6nd6EIa-vVpd6IdRoSFQUvGius&s=mEAvENiJGI-TnOjJyItgrf2wpoH94ZhJVN3fg1bzsB0&e=


itself was—and remains—an extraordinary
exercise in audacious Russian
propaganda.

[snip]

[I]n the case of the 2018 Deripaska op-
ed, which I myself published and placed
despite my own doubts and qualms, The
Daily Caller was the plaything of a
Russian billionaire working directly
with Russian spies who used conservative
media to spout completely false and
fabulous conspiracy theories.

At the time, I suggested Deripaska’s column
seemed to be an attempt to get ahead of
disclosures like we saw in the DOJ IG and SSCI
Reports, which make it clear that Deripaska was
working both sides of the dossier, ratcheting up
the legal pressure on Paul Manafort even while
sending Konstantin Kilimnik on errands of
“collusion” with him.

Then, after explaining on what authority
he is sharing all this information — “My
lawyer testified these facts to the
Senate Intelligence Committee on Nov.
3,” — Deripaska claims third hand that
Jones told his lawyer that Fusion is a
“shadow media organization helping the
government,” funded by a “group of
Silicon Valley billionaires and George
Soros.”

Among other things then, this is
a very crafty attempt to get information
submitted to the close-lipped SSCI, but
probably not to SJC or HPSCI where
everything leaks, into the public.

So Deripaska, presumably using one hell
of a ghost writer, manages to spin a
Paul Singer funded effort as a Soros
cabal.

As noted above, there’s good reason to
believe that Deripaska is the mastermind
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of the entire strategy of discrediting
the dossier as a way to discredit the
Mueller investigation. The last time he
tried to discredit the investigation
directly, prosecutors dinged Paul
Manafort for violating the gag rule in
the DC case; any bets they have the red
line of this effort? Yet the name
Manafort doesn’t appear here, so perhaps
(especially as Manafort is officially on
the clock in EDVA after his arraignment
today as well as DC) Deripaska’s just
getting around the gag.

As you read this work of art (really!),
keep the following in mind: for all that
Deripaska puts the focus on Jones and
Nuland, he never gets around to
explaining why Chuck Grassley thinks he
had a role in the dissemination of the
dossier, too. Or why he demanded
immunity to testify to SSCI. At that
level this may be an attempt to get
ahead of disclosures about his role in
the dossier.

Kudos to Owens for revealing the back story to
this column and for disavowing the swamp of
frothy right wing media.

The Daily Caller is no longer an
alternative news organization. Breitbart
is no way in hell any kind of
alternative news organization.

These aren’t alternative news websites.
Too many times, they are alternative
realities, complete with alternate sets
of facts. It’s an epistemological
nightmare.

But the available evidence suggests Owens is
wrong when he attributes the placement to
clickbait.

I can’t speak for Patel or for Carlson,
who had largely left The Daily Caller
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for cable-news stardom by then, but the
general sentiment at the Caller always
seemed to be that all publicity—and, of
course, all those precious, precious
page views—was wonderful. The throng of
page views was certainly good for my
little opinion section, which had been
downright beleaguered before I took
over.

As I noted at the time, Deripaska’s column was
entirely coherent with one of the Daily Caller’s
most assiduous journalistic efforts, Chuck Ross’
efforts to make everything about the Russia
story into the dossier and the dossier into a
discredited rag, with absolutely no reflection
on the implications if it got filled with
disinformation. Chuck Ross’ journalistic project
has been, for years, to fulfill precisely the
strategy that Paul Manafort pitched after
returning from a meeting with one of Deripaska’s
GRU-linked aides, to conflate the dossier with
the Russian investigation and as it became
increasingly clear that the dossier had been
soaked in disinformation, thereby discredit the
entire effort to protect America from people
like Deripaska.

It’s important that Owens reveal that the people
running the Daily Caller forced him to publish
obvious propaganda.

It just raises questions about the continuity
between that decision and the non-stop focus
pretending the dossier equals the Russian
investigation.

https://www.emptywheel.net/2020/06/04/if-the-steele-dossier-is-disinformation-republicans-are-playing-into-the-operation/

