ACCUSED
INSURRECTIONIST
THOMAS CALDWELL
CLAIMS TO HAVE TOP
SECRET CLEARANCE
Yesterday, Thomas Caldwell — the man accused of
being part of an Oath Keeper conspiracy on
January 6 — submitted a motion fighting
detention. In it, he claims all the accusations
against him are false, there’s no evidence that
he breached the Capitol (presumably based on
certainty that his wife, who was allegedly with
him, won’t testify to that fact), and that his
bad back prevents him from doing things like
walking into the Capitol.
The Oath Keepers have a reputation of ordering
underlings to do their dirty work, and that may
be what Caldwell is claiming here.
It is noteworthy that despite reports of
over 100,000 photo and video recordings
of the incidents on January 6, 2021, the
Government has not identified and photo
or video that shows Caldwell in the U.S.
Capitol Building, on the grounds, after
overcoming any barrier or other evidence
of restriction, in the vicinity of any
damaged property, or in any chamber of
Congress. Further, the Government has
not identified any time, place, or
specific content of any alleged
agreement that Caldwell alleged
participated in that would meet the
definition of a conspiracy.

But the more interesting move is — in an effort
to suggest his military background means he
wouldn’t engage in a conspiracy with a militia
that focuses on recruiting former military —
Caldwell’s claims to retain (still!) clearance.

After retiring from the Navy, he worked
as a section chief for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation from 2009-2010
as a GS-12. He also formed and operated
a consulting firm performing work, often
classified, for U.S. government
customers including the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Agency, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, the U.S.
Coast Guard, and the U.S. Army Personnel
Command.

What classified work and military experience
does HUD require?
In another case where an insurrectionist had Top
Secret clearance, DOJ pointed to that as reason
why the person should be detained.
In any case, what is clear is that Caldwell
believes Congress is full of traitors because
they followed the Constitution, and he advocated
similarly storming Capitols around the country.
Even with his bad back.

