ROBERT COSTELLO
REVEALS HE WAS
WORKING FOR STEVE
BANNON A YEAR BEFORE
HE WAS PUBLICLY HIRED

After belatedly joining Steve Bannon’'s defense
team as DOJ was collecting evidence about
whether his claims matched the available
evidence, Robert Costello is now asking to
withdraw, citing a concern — one D0J raised in a
phone call on December 2, the same day he filed
his notice of appearance — that he might have to
serve as a witness.

The decision to withdraw just days before trial
is interesting in any case.

All the more so given Costello’s claim that he
has represented Bannon for the past three years.

1. Tam an attorney and Partner in the firm of Davidoff, Hutcher & Citron, LLP located at 605
Third Avenue, New York, New York. For the past 49 years | have been admitted to the bar of the
State of New York, the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, the Second and Third Circuit
Courts of Appeals and the United States Supreme Court. I have been counsel to the above listed

Defendant, Stephen K. Bannon on a number of different matters for the past three years. I am

admitted to the bar of this District by way of pro hac vice motion. I have been co-counsel to Mr.
Bannon throughout these proceedings as well as in connection with all interactions with the Select

Committee which preceded the filing of Contempt of Congress misdemeanor charges in this Court.

Maybe he has .. maybe he has!

Curiously, though, that conflicts with the known
timeline of how his relationship with Bannon
came about. You’'ll recall that until November 6,
2020, Bannon was ably represented — through a
serially evolving story in the Mueller
investigation — by Bill Burck. But then, on
November 5, 2020, Bannon threatened to behead
the FBI Director and the COVID Czar.

So Burck essentially fired Bannon. According to
Burck’s court filing, Bannon was, at that point,
hiring new counsel.
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Re: United States v. Kolfage, et al., No. 20 Cr. 412 (AT)

Dear Judge Torres:

On behalf of Defendant Stephen Bannon, we write respectfully to request an adjournment
of the status conference currently scheduled for Monday, November 9 at 1:00 p.m. Mr. Bannon
is in the process of retaining new counsel, and Quinn Emanuel intends to move to withdraw. As
a result, Mr. Bannon respectfully requests that the status conference in this matter be adjourned
for three weeks so that he may formally retain new counsel.

A month later, on December 11, 2020, at a time
when according to public reports, Trump was
offering pardons to those, like Bannon,
implicated in the Build the Wall fraud, in
exchange to those who helped his coup attempt,
Costello filed his notice of appearance for
Bannon — at least by context, he was the new
counsel.

TO THE CLERK OF COURT AND ALL PARTIES OF RECORD:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Robert J. Costello of Davidoff Hutcher & Citron,
LLP, with offices located at 605 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10158, hereby

appears on behalf of Defendant Stephen Bannon.

Maybe my math is off, but December 11, 2020 is
less than three years ago — less than two,
even!!

All that said, Costello — who was implicated in
the Mueller investigation for attempting to
broker a pardon to keep Michael Cohen silent —
was being hired by someone roughly three years
ago, though it wasn’t Bannon. It was this guy,
Rudy Giuliani, the guy through whom Costello had
previously attempted to broker a pardon.

The legal representation of Trumpsters is always
so incestuous it’'s hard to tell where
representation for one person begins and the
other ends (as a reminder, Bannon’s other two
lawyers either used to — David Schoen — or
reportedly still do — Evan Corcoran — also
represent Trump). But at least according to
Costello’s filing, he's been representing both
Bannon and Rudy all this time.
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