WHAT DOJ WAS DOING
WHILE YOU WERE
WASTING TIME
WHINGING ON TWITTER

Because people are so desperate for information
on investigations into Trump, they'’re over-
reading articles to see only the most panic-
inducing details.

So I wanted to collect all the known details of
investigative steps against Trump and his
associates. This will be a running thread.

Note that while I’'ve focused on named subjects,
these investigations absolutely intersect.
That's readily apparent with the fake electors
investigation, but less so with the “Stop the
Steal” nexus (best seen in the Ali Alexander
entry below; which is where I’'m putting some
movement activists who played key roles). Those
who were speakers on January 5, VIPs who were
removed from the speaker’s list on January 6, or
who were on Stone’s Friends of Stone or
Alexander’s Stop the Steal lists often had roles
both in ginning up mobs in states or advance
planning for events at the Capitol on January 6
and played some role as things rolled out that
day. These people would likely be the
“influencers” identified in the investigative
plan put together before Michael Sherwin left.

Rudy Giuliani

April 13, 2021: SDNY obtains historic and
prospective cell site warrant for Rudy.

April 21, 2021: Warrants for Ukraine-related
investigation approved. This was Lisa Monaco’s
first day as Deputy Attorney General. The
temporal scope on the Ukraine warrants extends
from August 1, 2018 through May 31, 2019.

April 28, 2021: Warrants executed. Around 18


https://www.emptywheel.net/2022/07/16/what-doj-was-doing-while-everyone-was-whinging-doj-wasnt-doing-anything/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2022/07/16/what-doj-was-doing-while-everyone-was-whinging-doj-wasnt-doing-anything/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2022/07/16/what-doj-was-doing-while-everyone-was-whinging-doj-wasnt-doing-anything/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2022/07/16/what-doj-was-doing-while-everyone-was-whinging-doj-wasnt-doing-anything/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/12/us/politics/jan-6-trump-cassidy-hutchinson-justice.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/12/us/politics/jan-6-trump-cassidy-hutchinson-justice.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20788385-210525-parnas-discovery-hearing

devices seized, of which 16 can be cracked.

September 3, 2021: SDNY argues that the
privilege review for Rudy’s devices must be
conducted pre-scope (meaning, before just the
information on Ukraine is identified) and
generously offers to limit temporal range of
review to items post-dating January 1, 2018,
significantly expanding the temporal scope of
the privilege review vis a vis the known
warrants.

September 16, 2021: Judge Paul Oetken approves
SDNY's desired treatment of Rudy’'s phones,
meaning anything that post-dates January 1,
2018, regardless of topic, will be reviewed for
privilege.

November 2, 2021: Special Master releases
contents of 7 devices, for which privilege
review extended through seizure. 2,223 items
were provided to the government.

January 15, 2022: WaPo quotes Rob Jenkins, who
represents a number of Proud Boy defendants,
explaining that DOJ is asking about Roger Stone
and Rudy Giuliani’s ties to militia members.

January 19, 2022: Special Master releases
contents through April 2021 of one phone
amounting to over 25,000 items, as well as eight
other devices for which the privilege review
extended from December 1, 2018 through May 31,
2019.

Contont Phones | Warrant date | Known WarrantScope | riviege Review Scope | stats SpocialMaster Rosuts
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Rudy

I and prospective cll site 41321 unknown

orical and prospective cell an3z unknown

7 devices an121 8118101273119 | 1/1/18 through seizure | Completed 1172121 2,223 items provided to govt
deemed priviieged

Device 1805 | 4/21/21 8118101273119 | 1/1/18 through seizure | Inital release 11/11/21 | 25,533
Balance released claim
Devices of Rudy and Giuliani partners 119122

40 itoms dee ged
56 privilege claims withdrawn, provided
o govt

8 devices ani21 811810123119 | Initl review 121/18 | Completed 1/19722 | 3,204 items provided to govt
through 5/31/19

Fiashhits | 472221 811810123119 | 1/118 through seizure

Toansing's phone

Initial review | 412221 &1NB0 123119 | Initial review 12/1/18 2,756 items provided to govt 1/20/22
through 531/19 2 items to Firtash
98 items pending privilege claim

April 12, 2022: In guise of coming to a final
decision on the Ukraine influence-peddling that
hasn’t happened yet, DOJ asks Rudy to unlock
last several devices.
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May 26, 2022: Subpoenas (CNN, NYT) relating to
the fake elector plot ask for information on:

» Rudy Giuliani,
 Boris Epshteyn
 Justin Clark
 John Eastman
 Bernard Kerik
 Joe diGenova
 Victoria Toensing
 Jenna Ellis
 Kenneth Chesebro

July 22, 2022: In grand jury testimony, Marc
Short and (earlier) Greg Jacob are asked about
Rudy and Eastman.

Roger Stone

March 17, 2021: In response to motion for bail
for Connie Meggs, DOJ includes picture showing
both she and Graydon Young worked a Roger Stone
event on December 14, 2020.

June 23, 2021: Oath Keeper Graydon Young, who
interacted with Stone in Florida in December
2020, enters into a cooperation agreement.

June 30, 2021: Oath Keeper Mark Grods, who
worked the Willard the morning of the
insurrection, enters into a cooperation
agreement.

September 15, 2021: Oath Keeper Jason Dolan, who
guarded Stone in both Florida and DC and would
have witnessed discussions between Kelly Meggs
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and Roger Stone in December, enters into a
cooperation agreement.

January 15, 2022: WaPo quotes Rob Jenkins, who
represents a number of Proud Boy defendants,
explaining that DOJ is asking about Roger Stone
and Rudy Giuliani’s ties to militia members.

March 2, 2022: Oath Keeper Joshua James, who
oversaw security of Stone on the morning of
January 6 and reported back frequently, enters
into a cooperation agreement. James also
provides statement to NYPD inquiry of Stone
associate Sal Greco.

10:06am: Phone call with James, whichPerson 10 advised was a voice mail

B . R P,
message. Person 10 @dvised that every time moved, James called ''€rson1g

1049%am 11:41lam: Phone calls with and James.Person 10 : advised that

most of these phone calls didn’t go through, which is Why there are so many
f them, but ~alled that James informed him that -amz; angry because

he was not getting VIP treatment. [NFI]

March 4, 2022: WaPo describes hours of
documentary video tracking Stone’s events
leading up to the attack, including details from
a Friends of Stone list on which Stone started
planning Stop the Steal immediately after the
election. Both DOJ and January 6 sought the
outtakes, with Oath Keeper prosecutor Jeffrey
Nestler offering to fly to Denmark to make the
request. [Note this entry has been corrected to
reflect ongoing efforts to get the footage.]

May 2022: NYT describes more about the FOS list,
confirming that Owen Shroyer, Enrique Tarrio,
Stewart Rhodes, and Ivan Raiklin took part. By
June 23, 2022, DOJ had extracted the contents of
Shroyer, Tarrio, and Rhodes’ phones.

Sidney Powell

June 2021: Nikki Fried announces Sidney Powell's
Defending the Republic had been raising funds in
Florida without registering as a charity.

August 24, 2021: Powell'’s fund settles with
Florida.

September 2021: AUSA Molly Gaston issues
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subpoena for records relating to Sidney Powell’s
grift going back to November 2, 2020.

November 30, 2021: Several outlets report on
subpoenas relating to Powell. (WaPo, Daily
Beast)

January 22, 2022: Powell’s attorney claims to be
“cooperating” with DOJ investigation.

June 22, 2022: Months after BuzzFeed and Mother
Jones report on the scheme, DOJ asks Judge Amit
Mehta to conduct conflict inquiry regarding
Powell’'s funding of Oath Keeper defendants’
defense.

Alex Jones

April 13, 2021: Jones videographer Sam Montoya
arrested on trespassing charges related to
January 6.

August 19, 2021: Jones sidekick and January 5
speaker Owen Shroyer arrested for violating a
non-prosecution agreement by trespassing;
Shroyer did not enter the Capitol.

January 20, 2022: Judge Tim Kelly denies
Shroyer’s motion to dismiss, effectively
agreeing with DOJ that Shroyer (and so Alexander
and Jones) weren’t invited by cops to the East
steps and didn’t de-escalate the crowd.
According to his pre-released testimony,
Alexander had claimed they were de-escalating in
his sworn testimony to the January 6 Committee.

May 5, 2022: Montoya asks for 60 day extension
to discuss plea deal.

May 9, 2022: At status hearing, Shroyer attorney
Norm Pattis describes talks of a plea deal.

June 14, 2022: Long-time Jones attorney Norm
Pattis, who is representing Owen Shroyer, joins
Joe Biggs’' defense team.

June 23, 2022: D0OJ provides Shroyer unscoped
contents of his phone, to provide scoped
contents later.
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Ali Alexander

January 25, 2021: Brandon Straka arrested for
trespassing and civil disorder. Straka was a key
player in the Stop the Steal movement, playing a
key role at the riot at the TCF vote counting
center in Michigan after the election, spoke at
the January 5 rally, sat next to Mike Flynn at
Trump’s speech, and stopped at the Willard
before heading to the riot. Straka was also on
Alexander’s Stop the Steal LISTSERV.

February 17, 2021: First FBI interview with
Straka.

March 25, 2021: Second interview with Straka.

December 8, 2021: In released testimony for an
appearance before J6C, Alexander told a story
that DOJ had already debunked in the Owen
Shroyer case. For this and other appearances,
Alexander was represented by Paul Kamenar, the
same attorney that guided Andrew Miller through
stalling the Mueller investigation for a year.

January 5, 2022: Third interview with Straka.

January 13, 2022: D0J includes sealed
cooperation memo in Straka’s sentencing memo.

April 19, 2022: After 15 months of
continuations, Anthime “Baked Alaska” Gionet
charged with a single trespassing charge, a
charge understood to have required some
cooperation in advance.

May 11, 2022: Anthime “Baked Alaska” Gionet
balks at a plea hearing for a cooperative
misdemeanor plea. It is understood that Gionet
shared certain materials to avoid a felony
indictment. Gionet was given two months (until
July 22) to plead to the misdemeanor or face the
prospect of felony charges relying on his
cooperation.

June 24, 2022: Ali Alexander testifies before
grand jury.

June 28, 2022: Alexander returns to DC.
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Jeffrey Clark

Note there are two Trump lawyers named Clark:
Jeffrey is the D0OJ official who would have
replaced Jeffrey Rosen . Justin worked on
campaign issues. [Really bad error corrected.]

January 25, 2021: DOJ IG Michael Horowitz opens
probe into whether current or former DOJ
officials attempted to overturn the election.

July 26, 2021: Associate Deputy Attorney General
Bradley Weinsheimer writes former top Trump DOJ
officials permitting them to testify on efforts,
led by but not limited to Clark, to involve DO0J
in an attempt to overturn the election. This was
the first of a series of Executive Privilege
review waivers D0OJ asked Biden to make and
roughly coincided with the delayed institution
of a Contact Policy preventing Biden from
learning about investigations.

June 22, 2022: Agents search Clark’s home and
seize his devices. Per CNN, DOJ IG coordinated
with the wider investigation into January 6.

John Eastman

March 28, 2022: Judge David Carter rules it is
more likely than not that Eastman and Trump
conspired to obstruct the vote certification.
D0J would be able to obtain any emails Judge
Carter released directly from Chapman University
covertly.

May 26, 2022: Subpoenas (CNN, NYT) relating to
the fake elector plot ask for information on:

» Rudy Giuliani,
 Boris Epshteyn
 Justin Clark
 John Eastman
 Bernard Kerik

» Joe diGenova

» Victoria Toensing
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= Jenna Ellis
= Kenneth Chesebro

June 28, 2022: FBI seizes Eastman’s phone, gets
him to unlock it.

July 22, 2022: In grand jury testimony, Marc
Short and (earlier) Greg Jacob are asked about
Rudy and Eastman.

Fake Electors

Fall 2021: According to NYT, Thomas Windom
assigned, “to pull together some of the
disparate strands of the elector scheme.”

January 25, 2022: Lisa Monaco confirms on the
record that DOJ is investigating the fake
elector scheme.

May 26, 2022: Subpoenas (CNN, NYT) relating to
the fake elector plot ask for information on:

 Rudy Giuliani,
 Boris Epshteyn

» Justin Clark
 John Eastman
 Bernard Kerik
 Joe diGenova

» Victoria Toensing
= Jenna Ellis
 Kenneth Chesebro

June 21, 2022: On July 25, 2022, WaPo published
subpoenas to AZ fake electors Karen Fann and
Kelly Townsend. In addition to AZ-specific list
and the already published list of names of
interest, those add:

 James Troupis
» Joshua Findlay
 Mike Roman

June 22, 2022: D0J takes a slew of overt steps
in their investigation into the fake electors:
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WaPo: Law enforcement
activity targeting GA lawyer
Brad Carver and Trump
staffer Thomas Lane,
subpoenas for GA GOP Chair
David Shafer and Michigan
fake electors

*NYT: Subpoenas to Trump
campaign aide in MI, Shawn
Flynn, as well as Carver,
Lane, and Shafer

» CBS: Search warrants for NV
GOP Chair Michael McDonald
and Secretary James
DeGraffenreid

» CNN: Subpoena for Shafer, a
warrant for David Carver'’s
phone, information on a GA
Signal chat

July 8, 2022: Due date for June 21 subpoenas.

July 13, 2022: Talks between J6C and DOJ about
sharing transcripts prioritizes fake electors
scheme.

The Mark Meadows Gap

As I was writing this timeline, I realized that,
aside from efforts on behalf of the Archives to
force Meadows to reconstruct the insurrection he
carried out on his personal phone and email, we
really do have little information about an
active investigation into Meadows’ role in the
plot. That may explain why DOJ had not
considered interviewing Cassidy Hutchinson
before they saw her testimony.

Meadows should be included in the fake electors
investigation, but thus far, he’'s not. He would
be included in any DOJ investigation of pressure
in Georgia, but thus far, it seems D0J has let
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Fani Willis take the lead on that investigation.

With the exception of Scott Perry, Meadows would
be an absolutely necessary pivot to members of
Congress who conspired in an attack on their own
institution.

Additionally, there are credible allegations of
obstruction against Meadows — for replacing his
phone, likely deleting Signal and other
encrypted app texts, after the FBI investigation
started; for burning documents; for pressuring
Hutchinson not to testify.

All that said, while Meadows is undeniably the
most important gap in this timeline, Trumpsters
are predicting that Meadows will go to jail,
citing not just his own schemes, but his
finances.

Steve Bannon

September 23, 2021: January 6 Committee
subpoenas Bannon.

November 3 and 8, 2021: At interviews Bannon
attorney Robert Costello did with DC US
Attorney’s Office, at which FBI Agents were
present, he gives materially inconsistent
answers.

November 11, 2021: DOJ obtains Internet and
telephony toll records for Robert Costello
spanning from March 5 through November 12,

which cannot pertain exclusively to the subpoena
from a Committee the founding of which came
months after the start date of toll request.

November 2021: DOJ subpoenas the toll records
for two people — one is a financial advisor —
under whose accounts he was believed to
communicate in the past; DOJ provided these in
discovery on July 8, 2022. The scope for at
least one of the subpoenas is for September 22,
2021 through October 21, 2021.

November 12, 2021: DOJ indicts Bannon for
contempt.
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December 2, 2021: After DOJ raises concerns
about Costello serving as a witness, he joins
Bannon’'s legal team until just before trial.

June 29, 2022: Pursuant to a trial subpoena, DOJ
interviews Trump attorney Justin Clark about
circumstances of Bannon’'s non-compliance.

July 22, 2022: Jury finds Bannon guilty of both
counts of contempt.

Peter Navarro

June 2, 2022: D0J indicts Navarro on two counts
of contempt.

Stolen classified
documents

February 18, 2022: NARA informs Oversight Chair
Carolyn Maloney that there were classified
documents among the 15 boxes taken to Mar-a-
Lago.

February 22, 2022: Merrick Garland implies DOJ]
will investigate the mishandled documents.

April 7, 2022: Because D0J opened investigation
into documents, NARA refuses request for more
information from Maloney.

May 12, 2022: DOJ issues subpoena to NARA
regarding documents and requests interviews with
those involved in packing boxes before leaving
the White House.

Other key dates

January 4, 2021: DC authorities seize Enrique
Tarrio’s phone.

January 8, 2021: Grand jury that carries out
bulk of investigation on Capitol and ultimately
charges Oath Keepers with sedition convened.

May 25, 2021: Grand jury that indicted Bannon,
handful of Jan6ers convened.
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August 11, 2021: Grand jury that indicted
Michael Riley (Capitol Policeman), several
serious defendants (including a superseding)
convened.

Summer 2021: FBI interviewed Doug Mastriano
about January 6.

October 21, 2021: In Congressional hearing,
Merrick Garland makes clear that the OLC memo
prohibiting the prosecution of a sitting
President is not pertinent to whether Trump can
be charged.

November 10, 2021: Still-active grand jury
indicting more serious ongoing assault cases,
among others, convened.

November 22, 2021: In hearing in Garret Miller
case, Judge Carl Nichols asks AUSA James Pearce
whether D0J’s application of 18 USC 1512(c)(2)
to the vote certification could apply to someone
like Trump. Nichols would go on to be the lone
DC judge to reject this application.

December 2021: FBI first gets access to Tarrio’s
phone.

December 10, 2021: Judge Dabney Friedrich is the
first DC Judge to uphold DOJ's application of 18
USC 1512(c)(2) to the certification of the vote,
the same crime discussed for use with Trump.

January 5, 2022: Garland promises D0J, “remains
committed to holding all January 6th
perpetrators, at any level, accountable under
law — whether they were present that day or were
otherwise criminally responsible for the assault
on our democracy. We will follow the facts
wherever they lead” and describes, “follow[ing]
the money.”

January 12, 2022: D0J charges Oath Keepers with
sedition (and adds Stewart Rhodes to
conspiracy).

Mid-January 2022: After filter review, D0J first
obtains materials from Tarrio’s phone that was
seized over a year earlier.
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January 19, 2022: SCOTUS rejects Trump’s bid to
shield January 6 records under Executive
Privilege. Not only will J6C get subpoenaed
materials directly, but DOJ will be able to
obtain the same materials directly, using
privilege waiver Biden made for the Committee
without violating contact rules.

February 14, 2022: Grand jury that charges Proud
Boys with sedition convened.

February 15, 2022: Grand jury that charges Peter
Navarro convened.

February 18, 2022: Judge Mehta denies Trump's
motion to dismiss various lawsuits, finding it
plausible that Trump conspired with rioters at
the Capitol, that he conspired with the militias
who attacked the Capitol, and that he has aid
and abet liability for assaults at the Capitol,
including on cops.

March 3, 2022: Judge Carl Nichols holds that 18
USC 1512(c)(2) must have a documentary component
and applies the rule of lenity to dismiss
obstruction charge against Garret Miller. In
briefing in this case, Nichols had
hypothetically asked whether the law could apply
to the then-President.

March 7, 2022: DOJ adds Enrique Tarrio to Proud
Boy Leaders conspiracy.

March 28, 2022: Judge David Carter rules it is
more likely than not that Eastman and Trump
conspired to obstruct the vote certification.

May 25, 2022: Garland issues memo affirming that
the same rules that always apply to DOJ]
investigations still apply to DOJ]
investigations.

June 6, 2022: D0OJ charges Proud Boy leaders with
sedition.

June 28, 2022: Testimony of Cassidy Hutchinson
said to “jolt” DOJ to discuss Trump crimes other
than those tied to inspiring rioters, though
that report also says that, “change that was
underway even before Ms. Hutchinson’s
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testimony.”

June 29, 2022: In a public appearance, Lisa
Monaco says, Congress “is doing their job and
we're doing ours” and describes that D0J is
“deep” into its January 6 probe.

July 15, 2022: After declining to prosecute Mark
Meadows for contempt in June, DOJ weighs in on
Meadows lawsuit against J6C to opine that
Hutchinson’s testimony demonstrated that the
Committee is unable to obtain necessary
information from other sources.

July 20, 2022: In response to a question about
whether DOJ guidance on opening sensitive
investigations would be affected if Trump
announced he was running, Lisa Monaco reiterates
that DOJ would follow the facts, “no matter
where they lead, no matter to what level.”

July 21, 2022: Merrick Garland suggests that
those who claim DOJ should, but is not, doing a
hub-and-spoke investigation are speculating, and
calls the investigation “the most wide-ranging”
investigation that the Justice Department has
ever entered into.

July 22, 2022: Marc Short appears before a grand
jury (Greg Jacob did by July 22 as well).
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