
KASH’S CASTLES OF
SCATTER AND EVAN
CORCORAN’S BCC
More than seven months after seemingly
threatening to sue the National Archives because
Mark Meadows and Donald Trump fucked up their
effort to declassify the Russian investigation
documents, John Solomon finally did sue on March
21, represented by the America First Legal
Foundation — Stephen Miller’s gig.

I’d be shocked if the lawsuit went anywhere.

That’s because NARA General Counsel Gary Stern
provided Kash and Solomon with the explanation
of what happened with the attempted
declassification over and over and over. First,
Trump didn’t declassify the documents. He
ordered the binder of Crossfire Hurricane
documents be sent to the Attorney General, who
would implement the final declassifications,
then send the document back to the White House.

I have directed the Attorney General to
implement the redactions proposed in the
FBI’s January 17 submission and return
to the White House an appropriately
redacted copy.

Then the next day, January 20, 2021, Mark
Meadows sent all that to the Attorney General to
conduct a Privacy Act review before releasing
anything.

As Stern explained to Kash and Solomon, what
remained at the White House at that point was a
collection of 2,700 “undifferentiated pages,” a
cursory review of which revealed conflicting
redactions and some documents lacking the
requisite declassification stamp. The stuff that
got sent to DOJ was a Federal Record, not a
Presidential Record, and by the time Kash and
Solomon started this process, it was already
being processed as part of a Judicial Watch FOIA
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lawsuit (the first two releases in which — one,
two — recently came out).

In other words, Trump and Mark Meadows fucked
this up. NARA didn’t. Trump did.

The likely futility of the lawsuit
notwithstanding, the lawsuit and its timing may
have more to do with publicly sharing the
correspondence Solomon and Kash Patel had with
NARA last year, between the time Trump would
have realized he had a legal problem with this
stolen classified documents, and the immediate
wake of the search that made that legal problem
a far bigger problem.

As the correspondence Solomon released with the
lawsuit reveals, Evan Corcoran initiated this
process, on June 17, 2022, informing Stern that
“because of his schedule” on June 17 and 18, he
would sign a letter designating Kash and Solomon
NARA representatives on June 19, after which the
two wanted to immediately (Solomon explained in
reply) get access to the Russian documents.

Because of his schedule today and
tomorrow, former President Donald J.
Trump will sign a letter on Sunday
afternoon, June 19, 2022, informing the
Acting Archivist of the United States
that he has designated Kash Patel and
John Solomon (copied) to be his NARA
representatives.

I will transmit that letter to the
Archivist and you (and John Laster) via
email when I receive it.

Kash and John would like to begin work
reviewing documents at the Archives on
Tuesday, June 21, 2022.

I will leave it to the three of you to
work out logistics (and feel free to
move me to bcc)

Think about that! By April 29, Corcoran was the
guy with whom Stern was coordinating on the FBI
request for access to the documents Trump
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belatedly returned in January 2022. On May 5,
Corcoran asked to access what had been returned
and on the very same day — the search affidavit
notes — Kash claimed that not just the Russian
documents had been declassified, but a bunch of
other documents had too. On May 11, FBI
subpoenaed Trump for remaining classified
documents. On June 3, Corcoran provided just a
subset of the remaining documents.

And then, two weeks after participating in a
shell game to facilitate withholding classified
documents, Corcoran contacted Stern to arrange
fairly urgent access for Kash and Solomon to the
materials he had first asked to access in May.

The guy in charge of staving off criminal
exposure for hoarding classified documents is
the guy who arranged to have Kash and Solomon
made NARA representatives!

And then, Stern noted, he moved Corcoran to
“bcc.” That means it’s not clear whether
Corcoran remained on bcc or not. We don’t know
whether Corcoran, as was his intent, remained
part of the rest of this exchange. Which makes
the timing of this probably futile lawsuit — the
second business day after Beryl Howell ruled
that Corcoran must testify and the day before
Corcoran was initially due to comply — all the
more interesting.

There are other interesting tidbits of the
correspondence Solomon includes — most notably
Kash’s increasing frustration because he
couldn’t name via what agency he retained
clearance.

On July 18, for example, Kash wrote an email
riddled with typos bitching because Stern did
not take, from the letter Patel’s one-time
contractor employer sent, as approval to access
classified records at NARA.

Actually, that’s only part of the
communications your security team and
you received. The rest states:

they (NARA) could look up your clearance
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in DISS or Scattered Castles and your
need to know came from working directly
for President Trump. Per policy- In
order to access anything – you would
need a clearance and a need to know. You
have both of these based on your
position with President Trump.

If you are going to provide a
correspondence on this matter and
directly site a communication, please do
not cut out the important, substantive
portion that resolves the matter. As you
can see, you can validate my clearance
and my need to know is satisfied. The
only question that remains is why I am
getting poor/incorrect information, and
why you haven’t used the data bases to
verify my clearance, when that is
clearly within your agencies ability
(its literally how every agency in
government validates said clearances).
Again, I expect to be reviewing these
records tomorrow since the data bases
search to validate my clearance is
instantaneous. Direct your security
office accordingly and stop blocking my
access. Thanks much

Kash

[my emphasis]

Much of this section of the exchange reads like
a sloppy attempt to social engineer access.
Which makes Kash’s claim that the NSC was a more
recent employer of his than ODNI of particular
interest.

Thanks for the update, please go to DoD
and the NSC at the White House, those
being my last employers in govt, they
would be best suited to verify my
clearance (they would not be held at
ODNI) but anyone with access to
Scattered Castles can easily verify the
clearance and who holds it. Thanks much
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Kash

It’s not clear how this part of the exchange was
resolved. The whole exchange led me to wonder
whether Kash had a clearance during his time
running DOD at all. But none of this would have
amounted to a need to know in any case,
notwithstanding what a former employer had said.

There was great urgency in this period to get
into the archives, to see what Trump had
actually turned over in January 2021. Then the
correspondence ended — at least as Solomon has
it — on August 17.

Incidentally, the correspondence provides at
least some corroboration for my speculation that
Kash was disseminating parts of the Carter Page
FISA applications that had been sequestered
under an order from the FISA court —
sequestered, as it happens, by an order from Jeb
Boasberg, who just took over as DC’s Chief
Judge. It also may explain some curious metadata
in the copy of the Mark Meadows order that John
Solomon released on July 20, 2022. Solomon’s
copy of Meadow’s order showed a creation date of
September 27, 2021, but a modification date of
June 23, 2022.
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June 23 is the first of two times that Stern
sent Solomon and Kash a copy of the memo. The
modification date likely reflects NARA resending
the document.

The September 27, 2021 creation date likely
reflects the time when, in fall 2021, NARA first
discovered the memo after Justin Clark and Alex
Cannon came looking for it.

There’s one more reason this is significant.
After receiving (or being described) that Mark
Meadows’ memo last fall, Cannon — the guy who
repeatedly advised Trump to return the
classified documents — would have known the
Russian documents were not declassified. But if
those got returned as a result, it would mean
that any other copies out there, including
copies shared with Solomon, would be illegally
disseminated classified records.

Update: I’ve updated my stolen documents
resource page with some of the dates from
Solomon’s lawsuit and caught up to my past
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posts.

Update: This led me to go back and review the
stories John Solomon wrote in the aftermath of
the search, which unsurprisingly include
numerous bullshit claims.

August 11, 2022: Solomon regurgitates story
describing “cooperation” in June, including
Secret Service involvement in June 3 meeting and
aftermath.

August 22, 2022: JustTheNews posts the text of
letter from Debra Steidal Wall to Trump.

Update: Corrected which year Trump returned some
documents.
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