TRUMP CHANGED THE
LOCK IN HIS RESIDENCE
BEFORE CHANGING THE
LOCK ON THE STORAGE
ROOM

In another motion for a Garcia hearing in the
Trump stolen documents case, DOJ revealed that
Trump changed a lock on a storage closet in his
own residence on June 2, before changing the
lock on the storage closet where his classified
documents had been stored for months.

At issue is one of three clients of Carlos De
Oliveira’'s attorney, John Irving, that D0J says
may testify at trial.

Recall that Stan Woodward represents seven
clients interviewed in this matter, and did
represent Yuscil Taveras before he got a new
lawyer and cooperated against Woodward client
Walt Nauta. DOJ tried to describe those
conflicts under seal, which Judge Aileen Cannon
refused, which may be why D0J has laid out these
conflicts in an unsealed court filing.

The three witnesses whom Irving represents
include a Trump Employee 3 — the person who told
Nauta that Trump wanted to see him before Nauta
flew to Mar-a-Lago and allegedly tried to delete
surveillance video, a former Trump assistant
(possibly Chamberlain Harris?) who knew of
movements of boxes to Mar-a-Lago, and the head
maintenance worker at MAL whom De Oliveira
replaced, referred to as Witness 1 in the
filing.

The most damning testimony the Witness 1
provided debunked the excuse De Oliveira made to
explain why he was taking pictures of
surveillance cameras at MAL.

Witness 1 was a maintenance worker at
Mar-a-Lago who served as head of
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maintenance before De Oliveira took over
that position in January 2022. Witness 1
has information demonstrating the
falsity of statements De Oliveira has
made to the Government. In addition to
the false statements De Oliveira made to
the FBI that are the basis for the
false-statements charge in Count 42 of
the superseding indictment, he also made
false statements in an April 2023
interview with the FBI and members of
the Special Counsel’s 0ffice in
Washington, D.C. In particular, when
confronted with video footage appearing
to show him photographing surveillance
cameras in the tunnel at Mar-a-Lago near
the storage room where the FBI recovered
some of the classified records, De
Oliveira claimed he was (1) looking for
a shutoff valve because a water pipe had
ruptured on the grounds of Mar-a-Lago,
and (2) documenting a broken door below
one of the cameras. Witness 1 has
information about when the pipe broke
and the door needed repairs that is
inconsistent with De Oliveira’s
statements.

But the more interesting testimony is that De
Oliveira changed the lock on “a closet inside
Trump’s residence .. on June 2, 2022" after
moving boxes with Walt Nauta.

Witness 1 also has information about De
Oliveira’s loyalty to Trump and about De
Oliveira’s involvement in the
replacement of a lock—at the direction
of Trump—on a closet inside Trump’s
residence at Mar-a-Lago on June 2, 2022,
the day Nauta and De Oliveira moved
boxes as described in paragraphs 62-63
of the superseding indictment.

De Oliveira’s the guy who changed the lock on
the storage room after Jay Bratt instructed Evan
Corcoran to secure it, then gave away the key to
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some whose identity he claimed to forget when
the FBI showed up on August 8 last year.

Agents had another concern: The lock on
the door to the storage room was flimsy.
The officials urged staff to put a
better lock on the door, which De
Oliveira did — using a hasp and a
padlock to keep it secure, the people
said. If there were still highly
sensitive classified documents in the
room, such a lock was far from
sufficient, but it was better than
nothing.

[snip]

When FBI agents arrived at Mar-a-Lago
the morning of Aug. 8 with a court-
issued search warrant, De Oliveira was
one of the first people they turned to.
They asked him to unlock a storage room
where boxes of documents were kept,
people familiar with what happened said.
De Oliveira said he wasn’t sure where
the key was, because he’'d given it to
either the Secret Service agents
guarding the former president or
staffers for Trump’s post-presidency
office, the people said.

Frustrated, the agents simply cut the
lock on the gold-colored door. The
incident became part of what
investigators would see as a troubling
pattern with the answers De Oliveira
gave them as they investigated Trump,
the people said.

But apparently, sometime before that, De
Oliveira added a lock to a closet within Trump’s
residence, one that may have stored some subset
of the roughly 35 boxes that didn’t get moved
back into the storage closet so Corcoran could
search them.

Perhaps that lock was designed to ensure that
Evan Corcoran didn’t accidentally find the other
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35 boxes full of classified documents.

The fact that he changed that lock makes his
paltry efforts to secure the main storage closet
all the more damning.



