THREE THINGS: LET THE
TEDIOUS BASHING
COMMENCE!

[NB: check the byline, thanks. /~Rayne]

Don’'t you despise tedious media bashing which is
often off base? Ha. I'm still laughing about
this.

Quick, name five critics of U.S. media.

If you can’'t rattle off at least five without a
lot of thought, there isn’t enough media
criticism.

We haven’'t even touched the depths of tedious
media bashing in this country let alone at this
site.
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Headline and subhead from The New York Times on
May 9, 2024:

At a Dinner, Trump Assailed Climate
Rules and Asked $1 Billion From Big 0il
At a private meeting at Mar-a-Lago, the
former president said fossil fuel
companies should donate to help him beat
President Biden.

Headline and subhead from Washington Post on May
9, 2024:

What Trump promised oil CEOs as he asked
them to steer $1 billion to his campaign
Donald Trump has pledged to scrap
President Biden’s policies on electric
vehicles and wind energy, as well as
other initiatives opposed by the fossil
fuel industry.

Guess who'’s on the bylines for these two pieces.
If you read Marcy’s work here frequently you’ll
be able to take a good stab at it because of the


https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/05/16/three-things-let-the-tedious-bashing-commence/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/05/16/three-things-let-the-tedious-bashing-commence/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/05/16/three-things-let-the-tedious-bashing-commence/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/09/climate/trump-oil-gas-mar-a-lago.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/09/climate/trump-oil-gas-mar-a-lago.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/05/09/trump-oil-industry-campaign-money/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/05/09/trump-oil-industry-campaign-money/

consistency with which these journalists produce
such dreck.

Neither of these articles use the word “bribe”

n

or the phrase “quid pro quo,” and yet that’s
exactly what Trump engaged in with fossil fuel

companies.

The word “Ukraine” also doesn’t appear though
Trump’s first impeachment was kicked off by a
whistleblower disclosing a quid pro quo — no
association made at all in the articles above
with how transactional Trump has been, is, and
may be should he win the 2024 election. Readers
are supposed to know already just how corrupt
Trump’s offer to fossil fuel companies 1is;
they’'re not to be so bluntly informed by the two
major newspapers in the U.S.

Journalism by shovel. Not just burying the
inconvenient, but shoveling bullshit like that
POS NYT headline. “At a Dinner..” Really? That's
so critical to the public’s understanding of
this candidate’s corrupt election behavior that
we need to know this was just a harmless dinner?

If readers are surfing headlines to sift for
important news to read, prefacing bribery with
“At a Dinner” is one way to ensure readers speed
on by.

So is ignoring the bribery.

Go to Google News and search for “trump oil
companies” and compare and contrast headlines
and articles since May 9. Amazing the
consistency with which the Democrats are
assailed for questioning a quid pro quo offered
during a campaign event.

It’'s ridiculous that it took 16 days to learn
that the fossil fuel industry would receive a
$109 billion return on investment if they paid
Trump the $1 billion denatien bribe he asked
for.

And yes, the Guardian’'s piece used the words
“quid pro quo” though they quoted Sen. Jamie
Raskin in doing so.


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/may/16/donald-trump-big-oil-executives-alleged-deal-explained
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Jeff Jarvis, journalism prof at CUNY's Newmark
School, is succinct about this particular
problem:

Jeff Jarvis @jeffjarvis@mastodon.social

I challenge you to find this good news
on the home page of The New York Times.
Go to Business and you’'ll have to dig to
find it. “News judgment” is bias...

S&P 500, Nasdaq and Dow all hit record
highs after encouraging inflation data

https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/15/economy/c
onsumer-price-index-inflation-april

May 16, 2024, 07:42

I'll let the NYT's front page speak for itself:


https://mstdn.social/@jeffjarvis@mastodon.social/112450584768106037
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Coverage of the internal friction about the

appearance of ideological bent between parent
NBC and cable subsidiary MSNBC makes the front

page.

have been run any time in the last year)

So does a sextortion piece (which could

and a

puff piece about everything becoming a

for celebrities.

‘journey”

The NYT's online front page is fresher but no


https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/NYT_frontpage_16MAY2024.jpg

better. At 10:25 a.m. as I wrote this, the word
“inflation” didn’t appear at all.

Plenty about Biden’'s loss of donors and Trump
leading Biden in polling.

Can’t imagine why coverage of ideological bent
in reporting is above the fold at this
newspaper.
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CNN announced the moderators for the June 27
presidential debate. Jake Tapper and Dana Bash,
hosts of CNN’'s Sunday talk show State of the
Union are queued up.

Doesn’t sound like CNN handled this well in
past, blaming the institution for
confusion about the venue.

You'll find all the posts at this site tagged
with “Jake Tapper” at this link:

https://www.emptywheel.net/?s=jake+tapper

And all the posts at this site tagged with “Dana
Bash” here:

https://www.emptywheel.net/?s=dana+bash

Pardon me if I am incredibly skeptical about the
ability of these two to catch a lie on the fly —
especially at a news media outlet under pressure
from management to be more Fox News-ish.

~0 ~

This is an open thread. Bring discussion here
which would be off topic in other threads.
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