THE TAIWAN SNUB

I believe I remain the only person who has
reported that China was involved in a suspected
$10 million payment to Trump in 2016. When Egypt
National Bank was dodging compliance with a
Robert Mueller subpoena in 2018-2019, they said
complying with the request might violate Chinese
law. That investigation was shut down in 2020 in
a period when Bill Barr was otherwise shutting
down all of Mueller’s then-ongoing
investigations.

Among the new details of Trump’s financial ties
to China revealed when his tax records were
stolen and leaked is that Trump made $5.6
million from selling the penthouse Ivanka used
to live in to a well-connected Chinese
businessperson.

And not long after winning the 2016
election, Mr. Trump reported selling a
penthouse in one of his Manhattan
buildings for $15.8 million to a
Chinese-American businesswoman named
Xiao Yan Chen, who bought the unit,
previously occupied by Ivanka Trump and
her husband, Jared Kushner, in an off-
market transaction. Ms. Chen runs an
international consulting firm and
reportedly has high-level connections to
government and political elites in
China.

Mr. Trump's tax records show that he
reported a capital gain of at least $5.6
million from the penthouse sale in 2017,
his first year as president.

Those are interesting details, given China’s
ties to Russia as Trump runs for President on a
platform of capitulating to Vladimir Putin’s
whims.

After all, at the NATO summit that the press
largely ignored in favor of complaining that Joe
Biden is old, the parties approved a declaration
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that called out China’s role in facilitating
Russia’s attack on Ukraine.

The People’s Republic of China’s (PRC)
stated ambitions and coercive policies
continue to challenge our interests,
security and values. The deepening
strategic partnership between Russia and
the PRC and their mutually reinforcing
attempts to undercut and reshape the
rules-based international order, are a
cause for profound concern.

[snip]

26. The PRC has become a decisive
enabler of Russia’s war against Ukraine
through its so-called “no limits”
partnership and its large-scale support
for Russia’s defence industrial base.
This increases the threat Russia poses
to its neighbours and to Euro-Atlantic
security. We call on the PRC, as a
permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council with a particular
responsibility to uphold the purposes
and principles of the UN Charter, to
cease all material and political support
to Russia’'s war effort. This includes
the transfer of dual-use materials, such
as weapons components, equipment, and
raw materials that serve as inputs for
Russia’s defence sector. The PRC cannot
enable the largest war in Europe in
recent history without this negatively
impacting its interests and reputation.

27. The PRC continues to pose systemic
challenges to Euro-Atlantic security. We
have seen sustained malicious cyber and
hybrid activities, including
disinformation, stemming from the PRC.
We call on the PRC to uphold its
commitment to act responsibly in
cyberspace. We are concerned by
developments in the PRC’s space
capabilities and activities. We call on
the PRC to support international efforts



China

to promote responsible space behaviour.
The PRC continues to rapidly expand and
diversify its nuclear arsenal with more
warheads and a larger number of
sophisticated delivery systems. We urge
the PRC to engage in strategic risk
reduction discussions and promote
stability through transparency. We
remain open to constructive engagement
with the PRC, including to build
reciprocal transparency with the view of
safeguarding the Alliance’s security
interests. At the same time, we are
boosting our shared awareness, enhancing
our resilience and preparedness, and
protecting against the PRC’'s coercive
tactics and efforts to divide the
Alliance.

scoffed that the charge.

“On the Ukraine crisis, NATO hyped up
China’s responsibility. It makes no
sense and comes with malicious intent,”
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson
Lin Jin told a regular media briefing.

“We urge NATO to reflect on the root
cause of the crisis and what it has
done, and take concrete action to de-
escalate rather than shift blame.”

Then it kicked off war games with the Russian

navy.

China and Russia’s naval forces on
Sunday kicked off a joint exercise at a
military port in southern China on
Sunday, official news agency Xinhua
reported, days after NATO allies called
Beijing a “decisive enabler” of the war
in Ukraine.

The Chinese defense ministry said in a
brief statement forces from both sides
recently patrolled the western and
northern Pacific Ocean and that the
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operation had nothing to do with
international and regional situations
and didn’t target any third party.

The exercise, which began in Guangdong
province on Sunday and is expected to
last until mid-July, aimed to
demonstrate the capabilities of the
navies in addressing security threats
and preserving peace and stability
globally and regionally, state
broadcaster CCTV reported Saturday,
adding it would include anti-missile
exercises, sea strikes and air defense.

All of which makes this detail — part of the RNC
platform that wasn’t the subject of a
disinformation campaign in which credulous
reporters claimed that endorsing fetal
personhood was not a wholesale attack on choice
— of more interest. In addition to (predictably)
removing even the watered down Ukrainian
position that was so controversial in the 2016
platform, the RNC also removed all mention of
Taiwan.

— TAIWAN TICKED OFF OVER RNC SNUB: For
the first time since 1980, Taiwan didn’t
rate a mention in the Republican
National Committee’s party platform
released this week. Compare that with
the platform in 2016 [link replaced]
(the GOP didn’'t produce one in 2020)
that described the island as a “loyal
friend” and pledged to “help Taiwan
defend itself.” The RNC’'s exclusion of
Taiwan in the platform came despite
intensive outreach by Taiwan's
diplomatic outpost in Washington, the
Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative 0ffice, to persuade GOP
allies to get Taiwan into the platform,
two people familiar with that effort
told China Watcher. China Watcher
granted the two anonymity because they
were not allowed to discuss U.S.-Tawan
issues on-record.
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Messages shared with China Watcher
between a former U.S. government
official perceived as friendly toward
Taiwan and a senior TECRO official
included that official’s (unsuccessful)
pleas that the platform reference
Taiwan’s importance to Indo-Pacific
security.

The platform supports a trade war with China —
but makes no commitment to combat Chinese
expansion to Taiwan, as Republicans committed in
2016.

We salute the people of Taiwan, with
whom we share the values of democracy,
human rights, a free market economy, and
the rule of law. Our relations will
continue to be based upon the provisions
of the Taiwan Relations Act, and we
affirm the Six Assurances given to
Taiwan in 1982 by President Reagan. We
oppose any unilateral steps by either
side to alter the status quo in the
Taiwan Straits on the principle that all
issues regarding the island’'s future
must be resolved peacefully, through
dialogue, and be agreeable to the people
of Taiwan. If China were to violate
those principles, the United States, in
accord with the Taiwan Relations Act,
will help Taiwan defend itself. We
praise efforts by the new government in
Taipei to continue constructive
relations across the Taiwan Strait and
call on China to reciprocate. As a loyal
friend of America, Taiwan has merited
our strong support, including free trade
agreement status, the timely sale of
defensive arms including technology to
build diesel submarines, and full
participation in the World Health
Organization, International Civil
Aviation Organization, and other
multilateral institutions.



Trump is solicitous not just of Putin. He is
also impressed by Xi Jinping and Kim Jong-Un,
too.

And Kim Jong-Un, and President Xi of
China — Kim Jong-Un of North Korea, all
of these — Putin — they don’t respect
him. They don’t fear him. They have
nothing going with this gentleman and
he’s going to drive us into World War
Three.

Which could make Trump really susceptible to an
offer most other people would refuse.



