TRUMP PUTS DRUG
TRAFFICKER WHO
ALLEGEDLY
CONTRACTED KILLINGS
BACK ON THE STREET

On Day One, Donald Trump freed hundreds of
people accused or convicted of assaulting cops,
some even treated as terrorists at sentencing.

On Day Two, Donald Trump freed a global drug
trafficker accused of arranging murder-for-hire.

Here's Andy Greenberg on the pardon for Ross
Ulbricht.

A little over 11 years and three months
ago, Ross Ulbricht was arrested in the
science fiction section of a public
library in San Francisco, caught with
his laptop still logged in to the Silk
Road, the world’s first dark-web drug
market that he created and ran under the
pseudonym the Dread Pirate Roberts.

Now, after being sentenced to life in
prison and spending more than a decade
behind bars, Ulbricht will walk free,
thanks to Donald Trump—and to the
president’s ever-closer ties to the
American cryptocurrency world.

“I just called the mother of Ross
William Ulbright to let her know that in
honor of her and the Libertarian
Movement, which supported me so
strongly, it was my pleasure to have
just signed a full and unconditional
pardon of her son, Ross,” president
Trump wrote on Truth Social on Tuesday
evening, misspelling Ulbricht’s last
name. “The scum that worked to convict
him were some of the same lunatics who
were involved in the modern day
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weaponization of government against me.
He was given two life sentences, plus 40
years. Ridiculous!”

For close to two and a half years after
Ulbricht created the Silk Road in 2011,
the dark-web site facilitated the sale
of vast amounts of narcotics, as well as
counterfeit documents, money laundering
services and, at times, guns, for
hundreds of millions of dollars in
bitcoin payments. After the FBI located
the Silk Road’s server in Iceland in
2013 and arrested then 29-year-old
Ulbricht in San Francisco, he was
convicted on seven charges relating to
the distribution of narcotics, money
laundering, and computer hacking, as
well as a “continuing criminal
enterprise” statute—sometimes known as
the “kingpin statute”—usually reserved
for mob bosses and cartel leaders. In
2015, he was sentenced to life in
prison, a punishment beyond even the 20-
plus years that prosecutors in the case
requested.

Since then, a Free Ross movement has
steadily pressed for Ulbricht’s release,
first in a failed appeal, then in
petitions for clemency.



