
TRUMP PREPARING TO
FIRE FBI AGENTS WHO
TREATED A VIOLENT
ATTACK ON CONGRESS
AS A CRIME
Emil Bove, the Trump defense attorney who is
serving as the Acting Deputy Attorney General
until Trump installs another of his defense
attorneys in the post, is preparing to purge up
to 6,000 FBI Agents who participated in the
investigation into the crime scene on January 6.

Bulwark has a good summary and links to other
coverage.

Emil Bove, Trump’s former defense
lawyer, who is now acting deputy
attorney general and in charge of the
Justice Department, ordered the removal
of at least six top FBI career
executives. Bove also requested the
names of all FBI agents who worked on
January 6th cases.

[snip]

Over the weekend, in a blizzard of
activity (helpful reporting can be
found here, and here, and here), FBI
officials moved to resist the attempted
coup.

Though he had carried out the order to
decapitate the bureau’s top executives
the day before, on Friday acting FBI
Director Brian Driscoll reportedly
refused to agree to fire certain agents
involved with January 6th cases, and was
trying to block a mass purge of such
agents. In a message to staff Saturday,
Driscoll reminded FBI agents of their
rights to “due process and review in
accordance with existing policy and
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law,” and emphasized “That process and
our intent to follow it have not
changed.”

The FBI Agents Association sent a
memo to employees over the weekend to
remind them of their civil service
protections. The memo urged them not to
resign or to offer to resign, and
recommended that agents respond to one
question in the survey they’ve been
instructed to answer: “I have been told
I am ‘required to respond’ to this
survey, without being afforded
appropriate time to research my answers,
speak with others, speak with counsel or
other representation.”

And in a remarkable letter, obtained
by The Bulwark, the president of the
Society of Former FBI Agents—a group
that seeks to stay out of politics—said
the following:

The obvious disruption to FBI
operations cannot be overstated
with the forced retirement of
the Director, Deputy Director,
and now all five Executive
Assistant Directors. Add in the
immediate removal of a number of
SACs [Special Agents in Charge]
and the requests for lists of
investigative personnel assigned
to specific investigations and
you know from your experience
that extreme disruption is
occurring to the FBI—at a time
when the terrorist threat around
the world has never been
greater.

Then on Sunday the top agent at the
FBI’s New York field office, James
Dennehy, wrote in an email to his staff:
“Today, we find ourselves in the middle
of a battle of our own, as good people
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are being walked out of the F.B.I. and
others are being targeted because they
did their jobs in accordance with the
law and F.B.I. policy. . . . Time for me
to dig in.”

What no one is saying in their coverage,
however, is that Trump — through Bove — is
effectively trying to remove thousands of FBI
Agents because they treated a violent attack on
the Capitol, one that put Members of Congress at
real risk (as the video of Chuck Grassley
fleeing, which Kyle Cheney first discovered,
shows).

This mob wasn’t just coming after Mike Pence and
Nancy Pelosi (and AOC) by name. They were also
coming after Mitch McConnell by name. As I’ve
shown, Ryan Nichols was calling to drag every
member of Congress who certified Joe Biden’s
win, which includes Grassley, Lindsey Graham,
and John Cornyn.

Trump is trying to make it a firing offense for
the FBI to investigate people — including some
adjudged terrorists — who attacked a co-equal
branch of government.

And thus far, Senators who could stop it have
done nothing.

Purging these agents will not just devastate the
FBI workforce, throwing away decades of
expertise. But it will also send a message that
Trump can sic a mob on Congress with no response
from law enforcement.
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