
THREE COUNTRIES
FORMERLY KNOWN AS
ALLIES RECONSIDERING
F-35 PURCHASES
First. Portugal:

Portugal is getting cold feet about
replacing its U.S.-made F-16 fighter
jets with more modern F-35s because of
Donald Trump — in one of the first
examples of the U.S. president
undermining a potential lucrative arms
deal.

The country’s air force has recommended
buying Lockheed Martin F-35s, but when
outgoing Defense Minister Nuno Melo was
asked by Portugese media Público whether
the government would follow that
recommendation, he replied: “We cannot
ignore the geopolitical environment in
our choices. The recent position of the
United States, in the context of NATO …
must make us think about the best
options, because the predictability of
our allies is a greater asset to take
into account.”

The defense ministry later sent a
statement to POLITICO saying: “F-35s
fighters were not ruled out from the
F-16 replacement selection process.”

The ministry added a series of criteria
that will be considered by Lisbon,
including: “The geopolitical context”
and “The extent of restrictions on the
use of aircraft.”

Then, Canada:

Canada is actively looking at potential
alternatives to the U.S.-built F-35
stealth fighter and will hold
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conversations with rival aircraft
makers, Defence Minister Bill Blair said
late Friday, just hours after being
reappointed to the post as part of Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s new cabinet.

[snip]

There has been a groundswell of support
among Canadians to kill the $19-billion
purchase and find aircraft other than
those manufactured and maintained in the
United States.

And now Switzerland (Google Translate):

SP Switzerland demands from the new
Federal Council and VBS Chairman Martin
Pfister to stop the F-35 procurement
immediately. In addition, a
parliamentary commission of inquiry
(PUK) is to clarify the chaos in the VBS
and the RUAG scandal. In view of the
growing international uncertainty and
the dangerous solo efforts of US
President Donald Trump, the Federal
Council must finally show its position.
Switzerland needs a security policy that
is geared towards Europe and focuses on
cooperation, peacebuilding and
diplomacy.

«Since Trump took office, Swiss
armaments purchases such as the US F-35
jet have increasingly proven to be major
mistakes. Trump could block the jets at
any time, blackmailing the countries
concerned to submit to his dictation in
foreign policy », says SP co-president
Cédric Wermuth. «In addition, the costs
for the F-35 rise to uncontrollable
heights, while central questions about
its usability and independence remain
unanswered. It is therefore clear that
the VBS must finally act and stop the
procurement of this dysfunctional
project. »
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Since Trump cut intelligence sharing with
Ukraine, thereby making certain military
platforms unusable, this has been inevitable.

Trump has started destroying America’s best
export: military toys.

Update: Turkey joins in:

Turkey has submitted a request to
purchase 40 Typhoon fighter jets from
BAE Systems.

This is reported by the publication
Defense Security Asia.

The request has been sent to the
Ministry of Defense of the United
Kingdom, which is to make a decision on
the sale of the aircraft and the export
of British technology to Turkey.

The implementation of this potential
export contract will be entrusted to the
United Kingdom, namely to BAE Systems,
which carries out partial production and
final assembly of Typhoon fighters at
the company in Wharton.
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