
WORK IN PROGRESS:
WHAT TRUMP TOOK
AWAY
One thing I’ve been attempting to track under
Trump 2.0 are all the nice things Americans used
to have that Trump has deliberately taken away.
This is the running list, which will be a page
(like my DOGE Debunking and lawsuit declaration
pages) here.

I’m posting this now in super raw form for
several reasons.

I’m  missing  a  ton!1.
Especially  datasets  that
have been taken down (some
of  the  stuff  that  was
memory-holed appears in the
main list). Let me know what
I’m missing below.
I’m wondering how this will2.
be  most  useful.  Obviously,
right  now  I’ve  just  been
capturing links when I see
stories.  Are  these  links
sufficient?
Steal  my  work!  I’m  hoping3.
someone with more resources
can do a better version of
this.  So  if  you  want  to
steal this list and expand
on it, feel free!

General EOs
Lower drug prices

Infrastructure

https://www.emptywheel.net/2025/03/18/work-in-progress-what-trump-took-away/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2025/03/18/work-in-progress-what-trump-took-away/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2025/03/18/work-in-progress-what-trump-took-away/
https://www.emptywheel.net/portfolio-item/doge-debunking/
https://www.emptywheel.net/portfolio-item/doge-lawsuit-declarations/
https://www.emptywheel.net/portfolio-item/what-trump-took-away/


Free wind energy

 

Health and Science
NIH matching funds

Immunotherapy cancer cures

VA research

VA mental health

Kidney transplants

Insulin

Obesity drugs

Bird flu (rehired)

Flu shots

Cruise ship health

Lead poisoning experts

mRNA research

Cancer research

Diabetes research

Food banks

Disabilities protections

Telehealth and cheaper broadband

Protections for the disabled

Meals on wheels

USAID programs targeting polio, malaria, TB,
HIV, and malnourishment

Indian Health Services (rehired)

CHIPS Act

Battery factories

Fentanyl disruption in Mexico

Agent Orange cleanup in Vietnam

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/01/us/politics/francis-collins-nih-retires.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://prospect.org/health/2025-02-25-va-research-funding-slashed/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/22/us/politics/veterans-affairs-mental-health-doge.html?unlocked_article_code=1.6U4.tJDT.5cpPmyXJncqD&smid=url-share
https://eu.dispatch.com/story/news/local/communities/2025/03/16/rasha-alawieh-deported-ohio-state-lebanon/82468566007/
https://prospect.org/justice/2025-03-21-case-without-a-judge-ftc/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/04/health/trump-wegovy-obesity-drugs-medicare.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/02/19/bird-flu-usda-doge-musk-trump/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/us/politics/fda-flu-vaccine.html?smid=nytcore-android-share
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cdc-cruise-ship-inspectors-layoffs-outbreaks-norovirus/
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/04/02/health/milwaukee-lead-crisis-schools-cdc-cuts/index.html
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/nih-grants-mrna-vaccines-trump-administration-hhs-rfk/
https://www.statnews.com/2025/03/24/trump-cancer-research-funding-cuts-patients-researchers-worried/#:~:text=Mark%20Vieth%20was%20stunned%20when,which%20typically%20goes%20toward%20cancer.
https://www.statnews.com/2025/03/17/trump-cuts-columbia-university-nih-cancels-diabetes-prevention-program-study/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/03/19/usda-halts-deliveries-food-banks-trump-00239453
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/mar/19/justice-department-disability-business-guidelines
https://www.brattle.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Paying-for-Itself-How-the-Affordable-Connectivity-Program-Delivers-More-Than-It-Costs.pdf
https://theconversation.com/cutting-medicaid-and-federal-programs-are-among-4-key-trump-administration-policy-changes-that-could-make-life-harder-for-disabled-people-244458
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/01/g-s1-57716/hhs-layoffs-seniors-disabled-liheap-acl
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/27/health/usaid-contract-terminations.html?smtyp=cur&smid=bsky-nytimes
https://nativenewsonline.net/health/breaking-federal-layoffs-target-indian-health-service-threatening-healthcare-access-across-indian-country
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/21/nx-s1-5304152/federal-government-layoffs-reversed
https://semiwiki.com/semiconductor-services/semiconductor-advisors/353373-chips-act-dies-because-employees-are-fired-nist-chips-people-are-probationary/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/04/03/ev-factories-canceled/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/trump-aid-freeze-disrupts-anti-narcotics-program-mexican-ports-2025-02-24/
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-halted-agent-orange-cleanup-dioxin-vietnam-poison-risk


Antarctica

Food inspections

Food safety

Gun violence warnings

Education
Teacher retention

Energy  and
Environmental
Grants for farmers in IRA

Renewable energy for farmers

Other farm grants

2.5 billion gallons of water

Halting EV plug-ins (including at government
buildings)

Bonneville Power Service (rehired)

Dam safety

New oil drilling

Weather service

Weather forecasting stations

Volcano warnings

Keeping the Colorado River flowing

National Park Service (partly rehired, plus
seasonal hires)

Michigan sea lamprey eradication

Prairie education

Food aid for schools

Environmental research

https://www.wired.com/story/doge-antarctica-science-research-china-russia/
https://www.wired.com/story/usda-food-supply-chains/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/19/health/food-safety-trump-fda-cutbacks-deadly-outbreaks.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/03/18/health/surgeon-general-gun-violence-advisory-removed/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/us/politics/elon-musk-doge-x-accounts-activists.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/02/10/farmers-agriculture-funding-frozen/
https://www.hppr.org/hppr-news/2025-02-27/funding-freeze-leaves-kansas-farmers-unpaid-for-work-they-already-completed
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/farmers-federal-funding-freeze-trump-administration-scramble-respond-rcna191544
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/03/07/trump-water-release-california-fires/
https://insideevs.com/news/751074/nevi-funding-update-2025-trump/
https://insideevs.com/news/751500/trump-gsa-ev-chargers/
https://insideevs.com/news/751500/trump-gsa-ev-chargers/
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/21/nx-s1-5304152/federal-government-layoffs-reversed
https://apnews.com/article/dams-fired-workers-electric-flood-control-irrigation-1369398af058b661d40ef6b68216c775
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/musks-layoffs-shrink-workforce-needed-help-realize-trumps-energy-dominance-2025-03-13/
https://apnews.com/article/national-weather-service-layoffs-trump-doge-a65360a1eb2500b7d47c9c966e383f4a
https://www.axios.com/2025/03/03/doge-noaa-weather-building-leases-trump
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/28/climate/alaska-volcano-monitoring-doge.html
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/25/nx-s1-5302718/trump-funding-freeze-includes-payments-to-keep-the-colorado-river-flowing
https://apnews.com/article/trump-national-park-firings-doge-grand-teton-baedee0a748a6374eafb6f95aac5dadc
https://apnews.com/article/trump-national-park-firings-elon-musk-d0cdc23fe5fac68e4dc8ef58f041ced4#:~:text=The%20park%20service%20has%20about,safety%20and%20the%20parks%20themselves.
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/trump-firings-hit-great-lakes-sea-lamprey-program-michigan-forestry
https://chicago.suntimes.com/outdoors/2025/03/02/impacts-that-come-from-the-indiscriminate-terminations-at-midewin
https://www.yahoo.com/news/usda-cuts-over-1-billion-023638343.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/17/climate/trump-eliminates-epa-science.html?smtyp=cur&smid=bsky-nytimes


Financial
Investigations for rich tax cheats

Consumer protection from financial entities

Privacy protection from tech platforms

Easy tax returns

Taxpayer assistance

Experts on complex tax collection

Affordable housing

Security
National Security research

Terrorism research

FAA Litigation (tracking pilots who shouldn’t
fly and flight schools who shoudn’t teach)

Union protections for TSA workers

Bird flu workers (attempted reversal)

NNSA (attempted reversal)

Justice
Corporate prosecutions

Integration

Complaints about tech companies

International
Finding kidnapped Ukrainian children

Human Rights reporting

Voice of America

Data
Libraries

https://www.icij.org/inside-icij/2025/03/after-mass-firings-the-irs-is-poised-to-close-audits-of-wealthy-taxpayers-agents-say/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/what-the-hold-on-cfpb-means-for-consumers-nbc-5-responds/3766786/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/03/18/trump-removes-democratic-members-federal-trade-commission-00237371
https://www.nextgov.com/people/2025/03/gsa-eliminates-18f/403400/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/03/17/irs-staff-cuts-taxpayer-advocate-service/
https://www.propublica.org/article/how-doge-irs-cuts-will-cost-more-than-savings-trump-musk-deficit
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/trump-administration-halts-1-billion-programme-that-keeps-aging-affordable-housing-livable/article69321223.ece
https://www.science.org/content/article/pentagon-guts-national-security-program-harnessed-social-science
https://bsky.app/profile/johnhorgan.bsky.social/post/3lkoljyyxxs2u
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/trump-elon-musk-faa-air-planes-pointless-bloodbath-1235274324/
https://apnews.com/article/collective-bargaining-agreement-tsa-homeland-security-e3eb1d5e0ae8e1b4a6fdb87cd7f6bd39
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/02/19/bird-flu-usda-doge-musk-trump/
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/17/climate/trump-nnsa-nuclear-staff-reinstated/index.html
https://www.citizen.org/article/corporate-clemency-trump-enforcement-report/
https://www.citizen.org/article/corporate-clemency-trump-enforcement-report/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/03/18/nx-s1-5326118/segregation-federal-contracts-far-regulation-trump
https://www.wired.com/story/federal-trade-commission-removed-blogs-critical-of-ai-amazon-microsoft/
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/musk-cuts-team-finding-ukraine-stolen-children-russia-3581184
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/03/19/trump-human-rights-report-00238581
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/15/us/politics/trump-order-voice-of-america.html?unlocked_article_code=1.4E4.gU4N.aG0u4sAo_cSa&smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/03/ala-statement-white-house-assault-institute-museum-and-library-services


Climate change

Air quality (internationally)

 

Personnel
Eight Inspectors General who found $183B in
waste, fraud and abuse (from this complaint)

USAID economist Dean Karlan resigns

NIH principal deputy director Tabak resigns

NIH head Francis Collins resigns

Genome project lead Eric Green ousted

David Lebryk leaves Treasury

Doug O’Donnell leaves IRS

 

https://edition.cnn.com/2025/03/05/world/us-air-quality-pollution-intl-hnk/index.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=blueskyCNN&utm_content=2025-03-06T06%3A58%3A07
https://www.emptywheel.net/2025/02/12/trump-fired-inspectors-general-who-identified-183-5-billion-in-waste-fraud-and-abuse/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.dcd.277385/gov.uscourts.dcd.277385.1.0_1.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/goats-and-soda/2025/02/26/g-s1-50584/usaid-economist
https://www.science.org/content/article/top-nih-official-suddenly-steps-down
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/01/us/politics/francis-collins-nih-retires.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.statnews.com/2025/03/17/trump-nih-eric-green-out-as-director-national-human-genome-research-institute/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/01/31/elon-musk-treasury-department-payment-systems/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/02/24/irs-commissioner-steps-down-musk-doge/

