MILLIONS OF
AMERICANS
‘DISAPPEARED’ —
THANKS TO U.S. MEDIA

[NB: check the byline, thanks. /~Rayne]

In her post about Saturday’s “Hands Off” protest
rallies, Marcy noted the “increasingly
constrained media” — coverage by U.S. news media
which doesn’t reflect facts on the ground of
importance to the public.

This has been a problem since at least the
buildup to the Iraq War, when massive anti-war
protests took place and little coverage emerged
in mainstream media, or Occupy Wall Street’s
prolonged resistance with little reporting
documenting its activities.

Much of this can be blamed on the corporate-
owned nature of most U.S. news media, combined
with the rolling change in business model over
the last 30 years since the internet became a
common household feature.

But some of the blame also lies with the
movements and organizations that continue to act
as if this is the 1970s instead of 2025.

Let’s look at how the largest print news media
outlets covered the protests.

First, the largest print outlets by circulation
as listed by Press Gazette as of March 6, 2025:

Year-on-year
Newspaper Publisher Circulation, 2024 Circulation, 2023 change

1 The Wall Street Journal News Corp | anx] 555.2K -147%
The New York Times 7

2 The New York Times Corpény EE 267.6K 6.4%

3 New York Post News Corp 22 131.2€ -6.9%

4 The Washington Post The Washington Post B 127.7K -13.0%
s USA Today Gannett | JLEDS 121.6K -14.8%
s The Los Angeles Times California Times 7ok 105.7K -251%

The Minnesota Star Star Tribune Media -77 K 86.9K ~10.6%

Tribune Company
8 Newsday Newsday Media | K 83.5K -9.8%

9 Honolulu Star- Carpenter Media Group [ s0.9¢

Advertiser 71.6K -2.4%

10 The Seattle Times Seattle Times Company  [JJ 657k 71.7K -9.3%
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I've taken screenshots of the print edition
first page where available from these ten
newspapers, via Newseum.org.
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The Wall Street Journal — doesn’t have a Sunday
edition. Tomorrow’s edition will likely be the
most read of the week, and many leaders of U.S.
industry will do so tomorrow. Will it cover the
“Hands Off"” protest rallies at all? Or will it
try to keep the business class in the dark while
serving up tariff news.
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The New York Times:
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The rally did make the front page though it's
below the fold and confined to a photo and
blurb, the story itself on Al8. This is an utter
embarrassment — a massive gathering in its own
backyard and this is all the attention it gets.

At least the story was syndicated and featured
elsewhere in US newspapers, just not in the
paper of record where one of the largest rallies
took place.
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Next, the New York Post.

L =Y NEW, YORK(POSTg""

could be 44th nnp-slay
convict paroled in NY} ' :
over last eight years

. | {GOODWIN[RIGASPARINOP==~YE=i

It’'s as if nothing happened in New York City at
all. What a useless POS. This is the Late City
Final edition, too, making it even more obvious
the Murdochs don’t want to acknowledge the
rally.
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The Washington Post is smaller in terms of print
circulation than the Murdochs’ NYPOS. Who would
have thought that would ever happen? But this is
probably a key reason why:


https://static01.nyt.com/images/2025/04/06/nytfrontpage/scan.pdf
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That pathetic little photo and blurb is all a
nationwide protest rally garnered lest Bezos and
his weak sauce managing editor piss off his
orange overlord. No freaking wonder the number
of people willing to buy a print edition has
dropped below a NYC tabloid.

Relatedly, Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist
Eugene Robinson resigned from WaPo — one less
reason to read.
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On to USA Today, a paper built to be a national
outlet: there is no print edition on either
Saturday or Sunday.
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I will note that the outlet’s digital edition
allows readers to tweak the content they see;
while Saturday’s rallies didn’t appear in the
top segment, there are two choices related to
the rallies from which readers can choose.

USA MANAGE YOUR MADNESS SAVE OUR SHOWS INSPIRING WOMEN ACROSS AME
. TODAY Bracket Challenge @ Vote for your faves & Women of the Year

u.s. Politics Sports Entertainment Life Money Travel Opinion Crossword Q

For You

Which topics matter most to you? Add your favorites and you'll see more of these stories in the For You section

§.#% Thousands i Anti-Trump Tom Hanks'
protested Trump § protests expected ™ daughter shares
nationwide in... to draw hundred... b alleged abuse by...

Donald Add Topic + Donald Add Topic + Tom Add Topic +
Trump Trump Hanks
G Show different tapics View For You —

One might wonder if the selections help shape
editors’ future coverage choices.
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The sixth largest print newspaper, the Los
Angeles Times, is even worse than the Washington
Post as far as coverage of the rallies is
concerned.
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You almost need a microscope to find a reference

to coverage on the first page; Nazi-friendly
Kanye West garners at least eight times the page
space. No wonder LAT continues to bleed
subscribers.
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Minnesota is home to a bright star among the
nation’s top print outlets: the Star-Tribune
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gave the rallies the top spot.
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Finally, the seventh largest print paper deep in

the heartland recognized a nationwide protest by

millions of Americans against an 11l-week-old

administration.
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The eighth largest paper, Newsday, is a local

tabloid covering Long Island, NY,

and nearby

NYC. Apparently nothing of note happened in NYC

on Saturday as far as Newsday is concerned,
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though editors managed to choke out two words,
“nationwide rallies” in the lower left column.
didn’t highlight them — see how long it takes
for you to find them.
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Honolulu Star Advertiser is the ninth largest
print edition, a paper with more challenging
physical distribution than the rest above as it
is the largest in Hawaiian islands.
Unfortunately I couldn’t locate a copy of the
print edition for Sunday. Here's its digital
entry covering the protests which began five
hours earlier in Eastern Time Zone:


https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Screenshot_Newsday-frontpage-print_06APR2025.jpg
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Not great considering the lead time it had to
cover the events. However the right-hand column
identifying subscribers’ favorites tells us
protest coverage was important to readers in
spite of the less-than-stellar placement on the
digital front page.
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The Seattle Times is no stranger to covering
protest rallies:
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Above the fold, large amount of text on the
front page, and a great photo conveying both the
crowd’s energy and a localizing landmark in the
background. Thumbs up.
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I should note the two major wire services’
coverage, beginning with the nonprofit
Associated Press:
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No story on digital front page but a good slice
assigned to a collection of rally photos. An
article on the rallies is the second most read
article as I type this.

Reuters’ articles about the protests weren’t
high on its digital page but they did occupy the
slot for news about the United States and
included a story about the related protests in
Europe.

{""Reuters Wons Busness. Marietsu Susanabiity. Legal. Breskingiewss Techeology. Imvestigations Morev  MyNews Q| Signin Subscribe - §1/week

United States >  Trump cuts hit rural US | Third term | NSA purge

Anti-Trump
protesters gather in
Washington, other
US cities

Online news media may have done a better job
than print media did; the “Hands Off” protests
occupied the top slot in Google News on Sunday
based on this screenshot taken about 2:00 pm ET:
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Your briefing

Sunday, April 6

Top stories >

& The New York Times
Anti-Trump Protests Get Underway Across the Country
3 hours ago - By Minho Kim, Katie Benner & Shaila Dewan

B NPR
Photos: See demonstrators around the country rally in
'Hands Off!" protests : The Picture Show

i v 14 hours ago - By Npr Staff

f Los Angeles Times E"‘] ABC News
Anti—Trump, Musk protests Huge crowds gather in ‘Hands Off' rallies nationwide in
draw big crowds in L.A. and protest of Trump administration

18 hours ago - By Noah Minnie, Ivan Pereira & Christiane Cor...

around the nation

12 hours ago » By Faith E. Pinho, Howard Blume ... =/ Full Coverage

One interesting detail: note the time of each
story’s publication. NYTimes’' piece was roughly
10 hours later than the others featured here.
Why?

All of the above is a very lengthy way of saying
the US media is still disappearing millions of
Americans by editorial fiat. These same outlets
which failed to dedicated adequate space to
national and international protests against the
Trump administration less than three months
after inauguration day are missing a critically
important story.

Worse, they may also be missing the stories that
drove protesters to the streets. The signs tell
observers Americans are pissed off about an
unelected oligarch rifling through their Social
Security; they feel betrayed by a president
undermining the rule of law and national
security, so intent on enacting authoritarian
rule.

And they haven’t yet begun to feel the economic
pain from tariffs though they are angry already
about the deep damage to their retirement
portfolios. When tariffs begin to eat at their
household expenses, these kinds of protests are
only going to swell.

Americans can’t count on corporate-owned media
to do the right thing when they are already
failing. A different approach to communication
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will be necessary to convey solidarity with
other Americans while telling the Trump
administration and state governments aligned
with Trump that Trumpism isn’t working and the
public demands better.

I can think of a specific example here in
Michigan that feels like a bellwether, an
indicator the national media isn’'t getting this
moment right by a long chalk.

Benzonia, a tiny town in Benzie County, located
in northwestern lower Michigan, had a “Hands
Off"” protest rally. There were an estimated 350
participants. What’s unusual is that Benzie
County is very red; it’s only voted for
Democratic presidential candidates three out of
the last ten presidential elections, and only
four times since 1884. The county has only
~15,000 residents. Benzonia is also located 33
miles from Traverse City, where an estimated
4,000 people participated in a rally. Benzonia
rally participants chose to protest in very
small municipality in a lightly populated red
county; their numbers represented roughly 3% of
persons who cast a vote in that county in 2024.
The number of participants may have been more
since media typically underrepresent
participants; another local observer estimated
500 attendees.

This isn’t the only such example; there are many
more like it given over 1000 protest rallies
across the country. At least a local media
outlet from a small blue city covered Benzonia's
rally; how many frustrated red towns weren’t
afforded that?

More local organizing is necessary to help
Americans exercise their First Amendment rights
to free speech and free association, to express
their frustration with the Trump
administration’s repeated failures to ensure
laws are faithfully executed.

But that organizing needs to address the
repeated failures of a corporate-owned media
environment as well, finding ways to make it
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difficult for media to avoid coverage, and
developing alternatives to corporate-owned media
to ensure coverage happens anyhow.

Share in comments below how your local media
covered the “Hands Off” rallies.

Image used with this story is from the 2017
Women’s March.



