
“FUCK YOU:” TODD
BLANCHE CONTINUES TO
FLOPSWEAT OVER EMIL
BOVE’S CONTEMPT
Among the flood of new developments (two sets of
communications from Erez Reuveni corroborating
his whistleblower complaint: one, two) and
developments (DOJ’s continued obfuscation
regarding the fate of Kilmar Abrego Garcia)
detailing DOJ’s abuse of detentions, there are
several details that put Todd Blanche in the
thick of unlawful efforts to deport men with
tattoos.

Fuck You Fuck You Fuck
You
The communications Reuveni shared with the
Senate Judiciary Committee that were released
yesterday confirm that Reuveni has at least two
witnesses with whom he discussed the “fuck you”
comment Reuveni has attributed to Bove, which
Bove, at his confirmation hearing, claimed he
couldn’t recall but which he did not deny

For example, Reuveni produced texts between him
and an unnamed colleague discussing Drew
Ensign’s claimed ignorance of deportation
flights under the Alien Enemies Act at an
emergency hearing before James Boasberg. Reuveni
describes that they were “About to enter the
find out phase following fuck around.”

Another set of texts reportedly shows August
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Flentje texting Reuveni an hour before the
planes to El Salvador would land, quipping,
“guess its time to find out on the “fuck you,”
which Reuveni claims is proof that Flentje heard
the “fuck you” comment.

Later that day, Reuveni texted his colleague
saying, “Guess we are going to say fuck you to
the court,” to which the colleague responds,
“Well, Pamela Jo Bondi is.”

Another text exhange, from three days later,
again with Flentje, shows one of them suggesting
they just submit “an emoji of a middle finger as
our filing” asking for a stay of his order. “a
picayune middle finger.”

So Reuveni has brought the goods showing that he
and his colleagues not just heard the “fuck you”
comment, but continued to discuss it for several
days.

Emil Bove in the thick
of things
Reuveni also substantiated his claims about Emil
Bove’s role in all this, notably in a
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substantive text exchange from the day when Todd
Blanche first put Reuveni on paid leave. Days
earlier, Flentje had texted Reuveni about “a
nastygram from Emil Bove.”

On April 5, a few hours after Todd Blanche put
Reuveni on paid leave, Flentje confirmed that at
the meeting on March 15, he “told our host we
would not violate a court order.”

Reuveni glossed that text this way:

The exchange demonstrates that Flentje
was at the March 14 meeting during which
Bove said the government might have to
say “fuck you” to courts and that
Flentje sees a connection between that
meeting and Mr. Reuveni’s placement on
administrative leave.

But the smoking gun putting aspiring Circuit
Court Judge Emil Bove at the center of a
decision to blow off Judge James Boasberg’s
order is this email in which a top Civil
Division political appointee, Yaakov Roth (the
same guy who would pass on nastygrams from Bove
weeks later), confirmed that he had “been told
by ODAG that the principal associate deputy
attorney general” — PDAAG, meaning Bove —
“advised DHS last night that the deplaning of
the flights that had departed US airspace prior
to the court’s minute order was permissible
under the law.”
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Reuveni described this email in his complaint,
but here he has produced it.

Emil Bove gave the order to defy Boasberg’s
order.

Notably, this email is unlike all others in the
communications he turned over. It appears to be
a paper copy. There are definitely questions
about when and how Reuveni obtained all the
other communications (remember that Flentje was
put on leave for a while but not fired). Of some
interest, Reuveni’s texts with Flentje are in a
different format — perhaps a different app —
than the ones he sent to other colleagues. But
this communication, in which a very senior DOJ
official names Bove as the guy who ordered DHS
to unload the planes, was captured in paper, not
digital, form.

So Reuveni appears to have substantially
corroborated his claims, even if he had to
resort, in one case, to a paper copy of an email
to do so.

Todd  Blanche’s
flopsweat
That matters not just for Emil Bove’s bid to be
a Circuit Court Judge (which sadly will likely
still win the support of the GOP anyway), but
also for Todd Blanche’s credibility.

Todd Blanche doesn’t tweet all that much, but
each time Reuveni has made his case, Blanche has
taken to Xitter to squeal loudly.
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The day NYT first published Reuveni’s
whistleblower complaint, Blanche labeled the
formal whistleblower complaint as a leak to the
press violating ethical guidelines. Then he
claimed that “not a single individual” except
Reuveni “agrees with the statements cavalierly
printed” by the NYT, which I noted at the time
suggested that Blanche had already tested these
cover stories.

Well, that’s interesting, because Reuveni has
now presented proof that Flentje and one other
colleague at least used to believe it.

Yesterday, in the wake of the release of these
communications, Blanche (and Pam Bondi) took to
wailing on Xitter again, accusing Reuveni — even
after he produced that paper email proof that
Emil Bove ordered DHS to unload the planes — of
falsehoods, even while accusing Reuveni of being
fired not for refusing an illegal order, but for
“breaching his ethical duties.”
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Blanche keeps claiming there was no order to
defy, even after Reuveni presented corroboration
— even in the face of efforts to avoid putting
anything in writing — that everyone at DOJ knew
there was.

Which is why I find two other details of
interest. As noted above, Blanche tried to deny
that Bove suggested they would tell courts “fuck
you” by claiming he had been at the March 14
meeting where, Reuveni alleges, Bove envisioned
telling courts “fuck you.”

I was at the meeting described in the
article and at no time did anyone
suggest a court order should not be
followed.

In his complaint, Reuveni did not include
Blanche in the list of people who were at the
meeting.

On Friday March 14 , 2025, Mr. Reuveni
received notice ofhis promotion toActing
Deputy Director ofthe Office of
Immigration Litigation. That same day,
following news reports that the
President intended to sign a
presidential proclamation invoking the
Alien Enemies Act (AEA), Mr. Reuveni was
summoned to a meeting by Deputy
Assistant Attorney General (DAAG) of
OIL, Drew Ensign. At the meeting were
Principal Assistant Deputy Attorney
General (PADAG) Emil Bove, Counselor to
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the Deputy Attorney General James
McHenry, Associate Deputy Attorney
General (ADAG) Paul Perkins, DAAG
Ensign, Acting Director for OIL and Mr.
Reuveni’s direct supervisor, August
Flentje, and other OIL attorneys.

Now, Reuveni’s original whistleblower complaint
is almost entirely unredacted. The three
exceptions — redacted because they might
disclose materials that remain covered by a duty
of confidentiality — are in a paragraph
describing that March 14 meeting.

At the meeting Bove indicated to those
in attendance that the AEA proclamation
would soon be signed and that one or
more planes containing individuals
subject to the AEA would be taking off
over the weekend – meaning Saturday,
March 15 and Sunday, March 16. Bove did
not provide further details and [half
line redacted]19 Bove indicated [half
line redacted]20 and stressed to all in
attendance that the planes needed to
take off no matter what.

Bove then made a remark concerning the
possibility that a court order would
enjoin those removals before they could
be effectuated. Bove stated that DOJ
would need to consider telling the
courts “fuck you” and ignore any such
court order. Mr. Reuveni perceived that
others in the room looked stunned, and
he observed awkward, nervous glances
among people in the room. Silence
overtook the room. Mr. Reuveni and
others were quickly ushered out of the
room. Notwithstanding Bove’s directive,
Mr. Reuveni left the meeting
understanding that DOJ would tell DHS to
follow all court orders.21

19 This clause is redacted because it is
not clear that an exception to the
lawyer’s duty of confidentiality applies



here.

20 This clause is redacted because it is
not clear that an exception to the
lawyer’s duty of confidentiality applies
here.

21 Mr.Reuveni left the meeting with this
impression because [redacted]. This
clause is redacted because it is not
clear that an exception to the lawyer’s
duty of confidentiality applies here.
[my emphasis]

Reuveni and his attorneys view a lot of material
that might qualify as attorney-client or
deliberative privileged as exempted for some
reason. But not these two passages and one
footnote, the former of which seemingly relate
to the reason why Bove said the planes had to
take off. Bove insisted that the planes had to
take off and said something that remains
privileged, and then he said they might have to
tell the courts, “fuck you.”

Perhaps any privilege covering those would fall
under a different privilege?

Which is interesting because, in an interview
with Devlin Barrett published yesterday, Reuveni
clarified something about Blanche’s claim to
have been at the meeting: According to Reuveni,
Blanche came into the meeting, whispered
something to Bove, then left, only after which
did Bove start threatening to tell judges to
fuck off.

The No. 2 official at the Justice
Department, Todd Blanche, has denied Mr.
Reuveni’s account, asserting he was at
the same meeting and never heard Mr.
Bove suggest the department disregard
court orders.

“The claims about Department of Justice
leadership are utterly false,” Mr.
Blanche has said.

Mr. Reuveni disputed Mr. Blanche’s
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account. The deputy attorney general, he
said, briefly entered the conference
room during the March 14 meeting, but
only to speak privately with Mr. Bove.
Mr. Blanche then left and did not
participate in the meeting, Mr. Reuveni
said.

Only after the one-on-one discussion
between Mr. Bove and Mr. Blanche did Mr.
Bove use an expletive to suggest the
Justice Department might choose to
ignore court orders, Mr. Reuveni said.

Blanche’s brief entry into that meeting seems to
exactly coincide with those two still-privileged
redactions.

Blanche doesn’t tweet much.

What he does spend a great deal of his time
doing — which is appropriate, I guess, for
Trump’s lead defense attorney — is try to cover
up this entire corrupt scheme. First he launched
a witch hunt into the sources debunking Trump’s
false claims behind the Alien Enemies Act
invocation, then Pam Bondi reversed the media
guidelines in an effort to assist that fight.

One of the very first public things Todd
Blanche did as DAG was to launch a witch
hunt into NYT’s source debunking Trump’s
claims in the Alien Enemies Act. Then,
when Pam Bondi reversed the media
protections put into place by Merrick
Garland, she cited that story as well.
The seniormost officials at DOJ are
using the Department to hunt down
evidence of their own complicity in
human rights violations. And Blanche’s
intemperate response to Reuveni’s
allegations looks to be more of the
same.

This whole scheme — in which DOJ cooperated with
Nayib Bukele so Bukele could make damning
witnesses unavailable to prosecutors in the US,
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so DOJ could plop a bunch of mostly-innocent
Venezuelans in a concentration camp as bait that
Trump could attempt to use to free prisoners in
Venezuela (which raises questions about those
detainees in Venezuela), which Stephen Miller
could use to spin false claims that migrants are
terrorists — is bullshit.

All of it.

All of it is wildly corrupt on its face, but
there is something about the scheme that is even
more dangerous for Trump and the various men who
have served as his defense attorneys.

And Trump’s defense attorney turned DAG keeps
piping up to discredit himself, emphasize his
flopsweat, and invite further revelations from
the guy he fired in hopes all this would go
away.

Update, July 13: Corrected the number of
redactions in Reuveni’s complaint.
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