KRISTI NOEM’S NON-
STOP SLANDER INVITES
CONGRESS TO ASK
MELANIA ABOUT HER
CLOSE TIES TO JEFFREY
EPSTEIN

Kristi Noem loves to slander Kilmar Abrego
Garcia.

DHS has long wanted to claim — but failed to
substantiate — that Abrego is a member of MS-13.

For example, the whistleblower complaint from
Erez Reuveni describes how DHS wanted to make
such claims about Abrego, but had no evidence.
When he failed to make such an argument in
court, his boss Drew Ensign called to complain,
explaining that the White House had wanted DOJ
to make such a claim.

Ensign asked Mr. Reuveni why he did not
argue that Mr. Abrego Garcia was a
member of a terrorist organization or
that being a member of such organization
meant Mr. Abrego Garcia’s protection
from removal to El Salvador was
nullified. Mr. Reuveni told Ensign he
did not make those arguments because: 1
) those were not arguments in the
government’'s briefs, which Ensign had
reviewed; 2) there was no evidence in
the record to support the arguments; and
3) the laws governing withholding of
removal do not support a theory that
declaring someone a member of a
terrorist organization retroactively
nullifies a grant ofwithholding relief.
Ensign had little reaction but called
again a few minutes later asking similar
questions and informing Mr. Reuveni that
these inquiries were prompted by the
White House. Mr. Reuveni again repeated
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the same concerns he had on the first
call.

Todd Blanche fired Reuveni after he refused to
sign on a brief claiming that Abrego was a
terrorist, a claim not made to the District
Court.

And when D0OJ attempted to convince two judges
that Abrego was a dangerous terrorist, they
failed. Magistrate Judge Barbara Holmes laid out
that the evidence presented to her of MS-13
membership largely amounted to the feeling of a
cooperating witness whose family has ties to a
competing gang, but their key cooperating
witness said he knew of no evidence Kilmar was a
MS-13 member.

The government’s evidence that Abrego is
a member of MS-13 consists of general
statements, all double hearsay, from two
cooperating witnesses: the second male
cooperator and N.V. Those statements
are, however, directly inconsistent with
statements by the first cooperator. In
interviews, the second male cooperator,
whose general unreliability the Court
addressed above, stated broadly to
Special Agent Joseph that Abrego was
“familial” with purported gang members.
Other than this vague statement, there
is no evidence of when these
interactions occurred or in what context
(other than as general greetings), how
the second male cooperator determined
those other unidentified individuals to
be known gang members, or precisely how
some perceived interaction between
Abrego and other unidentified
individuals substantiates gang
membership.

Cooperating witness N.V. stated to
Special Agent Joseph that she “believed”
Abrego to be a member of MS-13. N.V. is
a 20-year-old female individual who gave
interview statements, but not sworn
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testimony, of her interactions with
Abrego from more than five years
earlier, when she was 14 or 15 years
old. She has been previously compensated
for providing information to law
enforcement but is not receiving
compensation in this case. NV’s family
is also affiliated with the 18th Street
or 18 Barrio gang. Other than N.V.'s
general belief about Abrego’s gang
membership, no other testimony was
offered of when, in what context, how,
or why N.V. came to arrive at that
belief.

Contrary to the statements of the second
cooperator and NV, the first male
cooperator told Special Agent Joseph
that, in ten years of acquaintance with
Abrego, there were no signs or markings,
including tattoos, indicating that
Abrego is an MS-13 member. This
statement specifically repudiates any
outward indicia that Abrego belongs to
MS-13, in stark contrast to the non-
specific second cooperator’s and N.V.'s
feelings that Abrego may belong to
MS-13. Given these conflicting
statements, the government’s evidence of
Abrego’s alleged gang membership is
simply insufficient.

[snip]

25 Given the volume of resources
committed to the government’s
investigation of Abrego since April
2025, according to Special Agent Joseph,
the Court supposes that if timely, more
specific, concrete evidence exists of
Abrego’s alleged MS-13 gang membership
or a consistent pattern of intentional
conduct designed to threaten or
intimidate specific individuals, the
government would have offered that
evidence at the detention hearing.



When asked to review Holmes'’ decision, District
Judge Waverly Crenshaw agreed, finding that the
government’s claims “border on fanciful.”

Based on the record before it, for the
Court to find that Abrego is member of
or in affiliation with MS13, it would
have to make so many inferences from the
Government’'s proffered evidence in its
favor that such conclusion would border
on fanciful.

But Noem and her flunkies keep publicly claiming
that Abrego is an MS-13 member.

Abrego has requested on four different occasions
(one, two, three) for the judge in his criminal
case to gag the government from making such
inflammatory claims, most recently last
Thursday. Each time, Judge Crenshaw has ordered
parts of the government to comply — first the
lawyers subject to local rules, and then anyone
before the court — but he noted that it was not
clear whether DHS is before him.
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Garcia: Before the Court are Abrego’s
Motion to Ensure Compliance with Local
Criminal Rule 2.01 94 and Supplemental
Motion regarding the same 98 . To the
extent the Motions 94, 98 seek
clarification that Local Rule 2.01
applies both to the Department of
Justice and the Department of Homeland
Security, it is not clear on the record
before the Court whether that is true of
the latter. Nevertheless, for those
before this Court, compliance with Local
Criminal Rules 2.01(a)(1l) and (a)(4) is
not discretionary for all attorneys and
their firms or agencies. To ensure that
Abrego receives a fair trial, all
counsel are subject to Local Criminal
Rules 2.01(a)(1l) and (a)(4) and
Tennessee Rule of Professional Conduct
3.8(f). ALl counsel and those working
with counsel shall ensure that any
proper public communications include
that the Indictment only contains
allegations. Our Constitution requires
that Abrego is presumed innocent unless
and until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt by a jury.

Noem, of course, doesn’t care.

Perhaps as a deliberate incitement Sunday, she
went on Face the Nation, and repeated the same
unsubstantiated claims that Holmes and Crenshaw
both judged they had no evidence to prove,
including that Abrego, “was a known human
smuggler, an MS-13 gang member, an individual
who was a wife beater, and someone who was so
perverted that he solicited nude photos from
minors.”

CBS cut that claim, and now Noem, Trump’s top
propagandists, and Trump’'s right wing mob is
trying to liken it to CBS’ editing of the Kamala
Harris interview.

In other words, even as Abrego asks the court to
make DHS adhere to long-standing policies of


https://xcancel.com/ATJackson47/status/1962258074540052871
https://xcancel.com/StevenCheung47/status/1962270167078953404
https://xcancel.com/PressSec/status/1962257774831644816

public statements regarding pretrial defendants,
Noem is deliberately stoking slander.

She's doing so, presumably, comfortable in the
knowledge that DOJ would substitute the
government for Noem if Abrego sued. That is,
she’s hiding behind the immunity of government
employ to stoke a false propaganda campaign
against a guy she trafficked to a concentration
camp based on false claims.

I can't help but note that Noem is gleefully
engaged in slander in the wake of Melania
Trump’s efforts to bully multiple entities —
first Daily Beast, and then James Carville -
into withdrawing reports about Jeffrey Epstein’s
claims that he had role in introducing Melania
to her spouse (or that they first fucked on his
plane). Melania attempted to do the same with
Hunter Biden, but he refused (and in the
process, Hunter noted that NYT had published
Epstein’s claim he introduced them before he
died, with no retraction).

But while Mr. Trump has dismissed the
relationship, Mr. Epstein, since the
election, has played it up, claiming to
people that he was the one who
introduced Mr. Trump to his third wife,
Melania Trump, though neither of the
Trumps has ever mentioned Mr. Epstein
playing a role in their meeting. Mrs.
Trump has said that her future husband
simply asked for her phone number at a
party at the Kit Kat Club during Fashion
Week in 1998.

Thus far, Melania has not made good on her
threat to sue Hunter into oblivion.

Melania also got a British publisher to withdraw
a more incendiary claim in online versions of a
new book on Prince Andrew.

As Congress returns today, Epstein will remain a
key focus, with a politicized inquiry unfolding
under James Comer in House Oversight and a more
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aggressive effort pushed by Ro Khanna and Tom
Massie, who have a discharge petition queued up
for a vote. Both efforts have real cause to ask
why Trump moved sex trafficker Ghislaine Maxwell
to a minimum security prison camp close to
Bryan, TX schools (including Texas A&M) to shut
her up, and whether it has anything to do with
Melania’s litigious interest in tamping down any
gquestions about her ties to Epstein.

Those same members of Congress might take a
lesson from Noem (or, for that matter, the
members of Congress who made false claims about
Hunter Biden).

The entire Trump Administration treats
government employ as a platform for incendiary
slander.

As Trump faces renewed scrutiny of his efforts
to cover-up his ties to Jeffrey Epstein, that
could get awkward for Melania.

I am assuredly not saying that Ro Khanna should
deliberately lie about Melania, as Noem is
deliberately lying about Abrego. But I am saying
that one basis for Trump’s sensitivities about
Epstein (the other being the fact that Epstein
and Maxwell “stole” his spa girls, forcing one —
Virginia Giuffre — into sex slavery) appears to
be Melania’'s ties to the sex trafficker. And
Congress does have the interest and authority
into probing those ties.

Update: Corrected inaccurate description of
Abrego as a “pretrial detainee.” He has been
released under Bail Reform, but then was
detained anew by ICE.

Update: Fixed Judge Crenshaw’s first name.



