
“GUNS SAVE LIVES,” HE
WROTE
[NB: check the byline, thanks. /~Rayne]

Discussion of the shooting and death of right-
wing pundit Charlie Kirk has taken over other
threads. I’m putting up an open thread so that
the other discussions can remain on topic.

Kirk believed in widely-distributed gun
ownership and exhorted their use to put down
violence (link):

Kirk said gun violence was necessary in America
(link).

Kirk also believed empathy was some new age
thing, evidence of “wokeness.” (link)

“I can’t stand the word empathy
actually. I think empathy is a made-up,
New Age term that — it does a lot of
damage, but it is very effective when it
comes to politics,” he added.

https://www.emptywheel.net/2025/09/11/guns-save-lives-he-wrote/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2025/09/11/guns-save-lives-he-wrote/
https://x.com/charliekirk11/status/1036571385861156864
https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Screenshot_X_CharlieKirk_03SEP2018.jpg
https://x.com/majorityfm/status/1645940571469492225
https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Screenshot_X_MajorityFM_11APR2023.jpg
https://www.mediaite.com/media/podcasts/charlie-kirk-calls-empathy-a-new-age-term-that-does-a-lot-of-damage/
https://www.mediaite.com/media/podcasts/charlie-kirk-calls-empathy-a-new-age-term-that-does-a-lot-of-damage/
https://x.com/JasonSCampbell/status/1580241307515383808


 

Heidi Li Feldman published a thread on Mastodon
to remind us of who Charlie Kirk was.

I have nothing to add which hasn’t been said.

This is an open thread. As always, please avoid
any rhetoric advocating, glorifying, or
normalizing violence.

https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Screenshot_X_JasonSCampbell_12OCT2022.jpg
https://mstdn.social/@juliusgoat.bsky.social@bsky.brid.gy/115182647282534533

