$400,000: THE “FREE”
MEDICAL CARE KRISTI
NOEM’S GOONS MADE
TAXPAYERS PAY

Back on August 27, Kristi Noem’'s goons raided a
car wash in Carson, CA. In the process, they
badly broke Bayron Rovidio Marin’'s leg. The
break was so bad, he has been hospitalized ever
since. And in spite of the fact that they’ve
never obtained a warrant or even claimed that
Rovidio Marin is undocumented, ICE has been
paying private guards to guard him 24/7 since
then.

On August 27, 2025, Petitioner was
arrested at the Carson Car Wash in
Carson, California by uniformed Customs
and Border Protection (“CBP”) officers
and unidentified plainclothes federal
agents. See Pet. 91 16, 48; Santiago
Decl. 9 3. During the arrest, Petitioner
sustained severe leg injuries. See Pet.
9 48; Santiago Decl. 1 5. He was
handcuffed and transported by CBP to the
emergency room at Harbor-UCLA Medical
Center in Carson, California. Id.

At the hospital, Petitioner was admitted
under a “blackout” procedure for
patients in law-enforcement custody and
was registered under the pseudonym “Har
Maine UNK Thirteen.” Santiago Decl. 1 7.
Federal agents remained at Petitioner’s
bedside during admission, transfer to
non-public treatment areas, and
throughout his stay, keeping him
handcuffed to his hospital bed. Id. 9 6

On or about August 27, 2025, CBP
transferred custody of Petitioner to
ICE. See Pet. 1 48. He remains detained
at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center under the
supervision of ICE, which has contracted
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with Spectrum Detention Services
(“Spectrum”) to provide guards. See
Santiago Decl. 1 8; Pet. 9 48.

Since that date, two to four uniformed
guards—either Spectrum employees or ICE
agents—have been continuously stationed
in Petitioner’s hospital room,
monitoring him at all times, including
while he sleeps, eats, uses the
restroom, or receives medical care. See
Santiago Decl. 99 9-10. [my emphasis]

There’s a lot that's outrageous about this
unlawful detention: On top of the original
injury, ICE hid this gquy using fake names at the
hospital, they’ve questioned him without reading
him his rights, they’ve restricted his access to
lawyers.

Judge Cynthia Valenzuela just ordered ICE to
release him from “custody.”

But consider it from the context of right wing
manufactured outrage that Democrats want to
provide free medical care for “illegals,” a
combination of misrepresentation that Democrats
would provide healthcare for migrants with legal
status, false accusations that those who rely on
“illegal,” and complaints
(voiced explicitly by JD Vance) that under

ACA subsidies are

EMTALA (which was passed under Ronald Reagan)
hospital emergency rooms have to treat anyone in
need of care.

Ignoring that ICE has not even claimed that the
guy they hospitalized is undocumented, Kristi
Noem’'s goons have required taxpayers to pay for
37 days (and counting) of his medical care, plus
private guards to watch him 24/7. The guards
would cost upwards of $71,000 ($40 X 2 X 24 X
37), and just the room could cost upwards of
$333,000 ($9,000 X 37). (ICE probably gets a
discount on the room, but they still have to pay
for his medical care.)

So just that one victim of ICE violence —
someone against whom ICE had no warrant or even
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knowledge of his identity — may cost taxpayers
upwards of $400,000.

And counting, because he’s still not out of the
hospital.

Instead of paying for Medicaid and ACA subsidies
to keep Americans healthy, right wingers in
Congress decided to throw tons of money at
Kristi Noem and Tom Homan (whose fondness for
bags of cash gives him an incentive to drive up
contractor cost) to go hunt down car wash
workers who might or might not be undocumented.

And just one of the predictable injuries that
resulted (there’'s no telling how many other
people abused by ICE Noem has hidden away under
fake names) has cost taxpayers around $400,000.

Update: They’'ve now unsealed Rovidio Marin’s
habeas petition.
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