
STEPHEN MILLER’S
TRAINS DON’T RUN ON
TIME
I was going to write a piece anticipating the
showdown at SCOTUS over Stephen Miller’s
invasion of Chicago, which may well determine
the future of democracy in the US.

But as I was contemplating all the lies that
Miller and his henchman have been caught telling
in Chicago and Portland, two other stories came
out that highlight how bad Miller is at
execution. Both pertain to his effort, built on
a edifice of lies, to rationalize a war in
Venezuela based off a largely manufactured claim
that Tren de Aragua is “invading the US” on
behalf of Nicolás Maduro.

Chronologically, WaPo provides new details about
the quid pro quo behind Marco Rubio’s deal to
send planeloads of Venezuelans to a
concentration camp in El Salvador: The US would
have to send the people who had cooperated with
DOJ to expose Nayib Bukele’s ties to MS-13, a
gang that Trump purported to treat as a
terrorist organization.

In the days before the Trump
administration deported hundreds of
Venezuelan immigrants to a notorious
prison in El Salvador, the president of
that country demanded something for
himself: the return of nine MS-13 gang
leaders in U.S. custody.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, in a
March 13 phone call with Salvadoran
President Nayib Bukele, promised the
request would be fulfilled, according to
officials familiar with the
conversation. But there was one
obstacle: Some of the MS-13 members
Bukele wanted were “informants” under
the protection of the U.S. government,
Rubio told him.
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To deport them to El Salvador, Attorney
General Pam Bondi would need to
terminate the Justice Department’s
arrangements with those men, Rubio said.
He assured Bukele that Bondi would
complete that process and Washington
would hand over the MS-13 leaders.

[snip]

The deal would give Bukele possession of
individuals who threatened to expose the
alleged deals his government made with
MS-13 to help achieve El Salvador’s
historic drop in violence, officials
said. For the Salvadoran president, a
return of the informants was viewed as
critical to preserving his tough-on-
crime reputation. It was also a key step
in hindering an ongoing U.S.
investigation into his government’s
relationship with MS-13, a gang famous
for displays of excessive violence in
the United States and elsewhere.

We’ve known from earlier reporting that Bukele’s
ask was top level MS-13 members in US custody.
We didn’t know they were informing against
Bukele.

Note that this reported conversation with Bukele
on March 13 was two days before the invocation
of the Alien Enemies Act and three before the
men — most guilty of nothing more than sporting
less incriminating tattoos than the Secretary of
Defense — got shipped away in a rush.

One of the many things that remains unexplained
about the story is the reason for the rush — the
rush to get an agreement, the rush to put men on
planes.

Even given the rush (and the narrowly averted
government shutdown), that’s when things started
falling apart, when the ACLU got notice of the
deportations, got an order from James Boasberg
enjoining the deportations, and so set Erez
Reuveni on a path that would get him fired. Not
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long after, one of the Salvadorans that Rubio
intended to deal to Bukele, Vladimir Arévalo
Chávez (who is mentioned in the WaPo story,
started challenging the dismissal of his case
and subsequent deportation, ultimately leading
Judge Joan Azrack to order parts of the docket
unsealed.

Then there are the murderboats in the Caribbean
— a series of wildly illegal strikes lacking any
recognizable legal justification. The
murderboats appear to be an attempt to draw
Nicolás Maduro into a war — though the Atlantic
describes the underlying motivation as something
far more craven, little more than an attempt to
“paint immigrants as a dangerous menace.”

Then there are the senior officials who
see Venezuela as a means to project a
tough-guy, defender-of-the-homeland
image. Stephen Miller views the air
strikes as an opportunity to paint
immigrants as a dangerous menace,
according to one of the White House
officials. Vice President J. D. Vance,
though often inclined toward
isolationism, has pushed the necessity
of defending U.S. borders. And Hegseth,
who prefers to be known as the war
secretary, is seeking a means of
projecting military strength in a region
where Defense Department planners hope
to reassert American primacy.

Donald Trump’s top aides have all decided to
murder people in cold blood as a propaganda
stunt.

Even before the most powerful military in the
history of the world failed to fully execute its
murderboat mission days ago, there were cracks
in Miller’s murderboat propaganda campaign — not
just the increasing demands for some kind of
credible legal explanation, but also the
resignation of SouthCom Commander Alvin Holsey.
And even before all that, it became clear that
Miller’s murderboat targets were not what he
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claimed they were: Venezuelans bringing fentanyl
to the United States. The boats were too small.
That’s not how fentanyl is trafficked to the US,
most importantly, they weren’t all Venezuelans.
Two were Trinis. Weeks ago, Colombian President
Gustavo Petro started complaining that
Colombians were being targeted.

And then the most powerful military in the
history of the world failed its mission,
operating in uncontested waters, to completely
destroy a submersible it claims was shipping
drugs to the United States.

The most powerful military in the history of the
world failed to destroy a boat and as a result
two very awkward targets — neither Venezuelan —
survived.

And now, because of the slovenly execution of
Miller’s attempt to gin up a war with Venezuela,
Petro and Trump are ratcheting up a war of words
over the earlier targeting of what Petro claims
was a fishing boat in distress inside Colombian
waters.

The slovenliness is so ingrained that the people
writing Trump’s tweets can’t even spell Colombia
properly.

Stephen Miller is incredibly powerful and so
fascistic that Trump even hesitates to describe
his ambition.

But he is also downright slovenly.

Stephen Miller is attempting to start a war to
rationalize his domestic war. And he can’t even
be fucked to dot his I-s and cross his T-s.
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