
FOUR SHOTS AT AN
UNARMED BOAT IN
UNCONTESTED WATERS
Twenty-eight paragraphs into the story that
first focused attention on the murder Pete
Hegseth ordered back in September (though as it
notes, Nick Turse first revealed the second shot
just days after the attack) is this revelation:
it took four strikes to kill first the people
then destroy any debris from the targeted boats.

The boat in the first strike was hit a
total of four times, twice to kill the
crew and twice more to sink it, four
people familiar with the operation said.

It took the most powerful military in the
history of the world four shots the get the job
done.

One.

Two.

Three.

Four.
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That
fact
lies
at the
core
of a
whole
bunch
of
other
sensel
essnes
s
about
Trump’
s
feckle
ss
rule.
There’s Trump’s release of Juan Orlando
Hernández, a proven high-level threat, even as
forces that normally prevent turbulence in the
Middle East gather off of Venezuela’s oil
fields. There’s the many ways, starting with the
destruction of USAID and definitely including
Trump’s trade war, that has added to global
instability. There’s the cost involved in drone-
striking small boats. There’s the neutering of
legal advisors who might have saved Admiral
Frank Bradley from being underbussed by the guy
who promoted him. There’s the pretend press
corps filled with nutballs and cranks that
ensures that Whiskey Pete will never be
challenged with actual knowledge.

But at root, you’ve got Pete Hegseth sitting
atop that most powerful military boom boom boom
boom, treating it like a children’s game.

And he doesn’t realize that on this, his first
attempt, and twice more after that, the most
powerful military in the history of the world
could not take out an unarmed boat in
uncontested waters with one shot.

Donald Trump thinks murderboats make him look
strong (though the video he released of this one
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hid that it took four shots to get the job
done).

Pete Hegseth thinks murderboats make him look
strong.

But holy hell, can we talk about how feckless
the reality is?

Update: This timeline of the conflicting things
Trump and his minions have said about the
September 2 strike is useful.

https://edition.cnn.com/2025/12/03/politics/timeline-double-tap-strikes-shifting-explanation

