
OPERATION BALLSACK
LABOR DAY FOOTBALL
TRASH TALK
Hello. Is there anybody in there? Just nod if
you can hear me.

I am not sure how well the Trash Talk Machine is
greased after such egregious neglect. But, we
can only do what we do, and carry on. And those
skilz have NOT been forgotten jack. So saddle up
cowboys and cowgirls.

You would think being a blogger is an easy,
Cheetos filled, lifestyle. Not the case. It is
hard work, hard work I tell ya. I have suffered
the indignation of Marcy and Jim yammering about
wanting “trash this” and “trash that”.
Weeeeelllllll that is so much SPAM! So, as I
said earlier, it’s not easy, you know. I get no
respect!

To make a quick comment on the title of this
2013 football season opening trash, shit is
truly fucked up and bullshit. We have Mr.
Constitutional Nobel Scholar President agitating
to make unilateral bizarrely unnecessary war on
Syria….apparently because he screwed up and drew
a moronic “red line” in the sand and now has to
prove he actually has bolas, in addition to
stupidity and hubris. The man who when seeking
votes to be elected in 2007-2008 claimed war
without Congressional assent was wrong, and
whose Vice-Predident called such unsanctioned
war bullshittery and an “impeachable offense”,
now insists without the UN, without the Brits,
and with a coalition of effectively one (one who
were previously described as “cheese eating
surrender monkeys” not that long ago in American
lore). But that is where we are now. Which is
why the best name for this clusterfuck is
“Operation Ballsack“. Yes, it is all about
Obama’s balls, and his desperate need to prove
he actually has a primordial pair.

Huh? Oh, wait! This was supposed to be football
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Trash Talk wasn’t it?!?!

Yikes, better get to that then. Last night was a
pretty exciting open to the NCAA 2013 schedule.
The ‘Ole Ball Coach Spurrier and the ‘Cocks did
not seem all that animated, but still clocked a
fairly solid NC Tarheel team. Looked like Vady
was gonna take a bite off the ‘Ole Miss Rebels,
but Ole Miss tailback Jeff Scott let loose with
a 75 yard TD romp with 1:07 left, giving the
Rebels a 39-35 last minute win. Good stuff. In
other news, Lane Kiffen proves the question of
why he has not been fired yet is still very
salient by coaching a narrow win for Tommy
Trojan over the Rainbows. Mighty Troy barely
made it over the Rainbows. Yay. If that is all
USC has, even the Sun Devils are going to wax
them this year (a game I will be attending by
the way). also, from Friday night, let me just
say that Sparty has some VERY sticky fingered
defenders. Look out B1G.

Well, what else is up I wonder? Hmmmm, appears
some fella named “Manziel” was suspended half a
game for something. Guess it wasn’t anything
bad, cause Dez Bryant got suspended a whole
season for eating dinner with Neon Deion
Sanders. I sign my name on things a lot too. I
get paid to do so. Not sure who would sign
thousands of items for zip, nuthin, free.
Apparently the crack investigators and
accountability specialists at the NCAA found no
problem though. And you KNOW how sane they are,
cause they banned Penn State from all bowls for
four years without having any NCAA violation
whatsoever present. Ugh.

Alright. Games. Real ones are being played this
weekend. Battle manufactured where it should be.
Naturally. By a nerd at ESPN instead of that
fake Operation Obama Ballsack baloney.

The game of the weekend looks to be Georgia at
Clemson. These are two top ten worthy teams, if
not potential national championship contenders.
Special players abound everywhere on both teams,
including Sammy Watkins the super receiver for
the Tigers, and Tajh Boyd his quarterback. For
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the Bulldogs, Aaron Murray may be the best QB in
the conference, and that includes Johnny
Football. Awesome game to have so early. Alabama
hosting Virginia Tech is another unusual one to
start off with. The Tide will roll them, but
there could be a struggle. should be a way
better game than the Tide expected.

Honorable mentions goes to TCU and LSU in
neutral Texas, Boise State/Washington and Cal
versus Northwestern. Tell us what you have and
why!

The one other thing I want to address is the
noggins of the NFL. As you may have heard, there
was a settlement this week, and it heavily
favored the NFL. The craven plantation owners
admitted nothing, gave up no liability findings,
and gave up a ridiculously cheap total sum as
hard settlement. By the time lawyer’s fees and
mandatory testing etc. is deducted, it is
criminal how little was gotten for a class of at
risk humans. Down the road, if these class
members live, they and their representatives
will be screaming bloody murder. Here is an
outrageously great article laying out the
factors, and doing so with the tart and
sarcastic truth it deserves

This long Labor Day weekend’s music is from the
one, the only, Ms. Linda Ronstadt. I have a real
affinity for Linda, and haver seen her numerous
times including a couple of very special ones.
If there has ever been a better pure female
vocal talent, I am not sure I have seen it.
Pure, and with a range to die for. The singing
voice may be silenced, but Linda is rocking on
and fighting for the causes she believes in. And
they are, and always have been, great, and the
right, ones. Oh, also, in case you didn’t
notice, she had a backup band on the first
video. Chuck Berry, Keith Richards, Robert Cray
and some other chaps. The second is the band she
normally toured with (including Waddy Wachtel –
but with Mike Botts on drums instead of Russ
Kunkel, who I always saw) and, trust me, they
were absolutely killer, and very cool people to
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boot.

That’s it for now. Let Willis, and one and all,
rock this joint. We are Livin In The USA. All
things considered, it is still pretty fucking
grand. Enjoy the holiday weekend my friends.

“WITH A NECK LIKE A
JOCKEY’S BOLLOCKS”
TRASH TALK
Yeah, about the title. No, I am not quite sure
what it means. Maybe Marcy and other sundry
mystery guests will be along to explain the damn
thing.

What I can confirm is that it is unequivocally
the single most awesome grouping of words I have
seen in a very long time. So I am rolling with
it baybee!

And, you know, leave it to the Irish, in this
case Michael Higgins, who was not then, but is
now, the President of Ireland. And, also, who
is, by my marker, a man of and among men. I
would quote Mr. Higgins more, but it would not
do him justice. Watch the video.

Honestly, sincerely, really unequivocally,
whatever the fuck, just listen to Michael
Higgins eviscerate the American ethos. It is
brutal and real.

Oh, before we go any further, I have a new
chapeau. I will, and you can, thank the one and
only, ever lovely, Phred for this wondrous
occurrence.

Y’all have known I had an affinity for CHEESE
since I was a child in elementary school. It was
easy then, as there was no NFL team within
hundreds of miles, and the one that was there
was the Rams, and it was not all that

http://www.emptywheel.net/2013/08/30/whatever-happened-to-the-atrocities-prevention-board/#comment-614532
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/08/25/with-a-neck-like-a-jockeys-bollocks-trash-talk/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/08/25/with-a-neck-like-a-jockeys-bollocks-trash-talk/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/08/25/with-a-neck-like-a-jockeys-bollocks-trash-talk/
http://www.d1020599.cp.blacknight.com/slang.ie/index.php?county=all&entry=neck+like+a+jockey's+bollox&letter=N
https://twitter.com/emptywheel/status/238839764118302720
https://twitter.com/emptywheel/status/238839764118302720


compelling. No, the team of my youth and dreams
was Lombardi’s Packers. Fuck Dallas, Green Bay
was, and is, the people’s, and America’s, team.
Always has been. As the only team actually of
the people, it must so be. Don’t pitch that crap
about teams that are corporately owned, or owned
by narcissistic dicks like Jerry Jones.

Knowing my affinity for the once, always, and
future real team of America – the ONLY publicly
owned and locally controlled, NFL team, the
Green Bay Packers, our friend Phred has
blessedly provided me with an official
CheeseHead. It arrived a couple of days ago, and
is the most awesome thing I have been given in a
LONG time.

So, I
raise
my
Ronnie
Raygun
like
head
to the
Great
Cheese
In The
Sky.

Back to Michael Higgins, necks and bollocks.
Watch the video. Higgins correctly identifies
the wankers in life, I love it and ratify his
identification. Precisely.

Now, on to the sporting side of life. Well,
normally, Marcy or I post up Trash Talk whenever
we are so inclined. Sometimes, however,
itinerant Roving Reporters, like Mademoiselle
Rosalind, get all uppity in our grill and force
us to Trash.

Oh my. The ignominy of it all.

So, without further adieu, we shall lead off
with sailing. Yes, I know, this is all a bit
discomfiting for the normal Trash Talk
aficionados. Whatta ya gonna do Mofo? We support
our own Roving Reporters here at EW. And, by the
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way, Rosalind ain’t no idle Roving Reporter
either. Nope. Rosalind Sails the Seven Seas. Or
at least those off of Oxnard the Pacific shore.
Close enough for rock and roll. Rosalind wants
to jaw about the America’s Cup process. Yes,
yes, I was doubting at first too; but after
watching her link, it is pretty awesome.

Okay, now that we have covered “Greatest
Athletes of Sailing”, let us move with all due
haste to NASCAR.

Hahahahhahahaha, just kidding. I’m not going to
lead, even secondarily, with media shills that
go round in lefthanded circles as a profession.
Won’t do it. Can’t do it. Not gonna do it. But,
since the Formula One Circus is on it’s mid-
season month long hiatus, there is no more Fast
Trash worthy of discussion.

That means, as far as active professional
sports, My Bloody Valentine in Beantown,
Massachusetts is about the biggest story going.
And a pretty ugly story it is. You would have
thought that for all the money John Henry et al.
spent, they could have bought some better
Lackeys. But nooooooooo. Y’all got yer teams;
bring it with your talk.

It is hard to bring myself to talk about pre-
season NFL. In my world, the Cards are in mid-
season suckology form (seriously, no Kurt
Warner, no fucking go), Peyton may not be the
Peyton of old, but watch out, the Donkos are
coming. But, mostly in my world, there is
CHEESE. Tell us what is up in your NFL world.
Unless it is the Steelers (just kidding; am
trying to draw out the elusive Scribe).

Okay, that leaves the Lance Armstrong mess. I
came very close to ripping hard on Lance
Armstrong last night when the news of the
abandonment of his defense was announced.

I made argument to Dave Zirin of the Nation and
TJ Quinn of ESPN that there was no way to
believe Armstrong if, unlike Roger Clemens,
Armstrong was not even willing to play out the
string of his potential remedies (in the legal
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domain, this is termed “exhausting one’s
remedies”) supporting his innocence.

I am glad, largely thanks to Zirin, I did not
angrily post that last night or this morning; I
have reconsidered, a bit, after longer
contemplation. Not by a lot, but by enough to
discuss. I STILL think if you truly believe in
your innocence, and/or have the balls and money
to do so, you never stop saying so and defending
on that line. That way, it is pack fair and
square, and nobody can say you weren’t there to
fight.

Don’t kid yourself, there is a qualitative
difference between Roger Clemens and Barry
Bonds, and Lance Armstrong. Not only were there
no competent, legally admissible, positive tests
for the former two (as there were none for
Armstrong); there were, more importantly, and
unlike with Armstrong, never, at any time, any
teammates who inculpated them (and, no, sorry,
Andy Pettitte did NOT do so for Clemens).

Armstrong may not have had positive lab tests,
but there were a boatload of former teammates
and cycling adjuncts that were ready to testify
against him and that is pretty harsh as an
evidentiary picture with a jury looming. What
does it mean without a trial and cross-
examination? I don’t know for sure, and neither
do you or anybody else, because the one person
who squelched that knowledge was…….Lance
Armstrong. And, yeah, that does mean something
to anybody that is not an apologist.

The above having been said, it is hard to argue
with Armstrong’s posit that further contesting
was a waste of time. The appearance is quite
right that Travis Tygart and USADA had it out
for Lance Armstrong and that the cause was lost,
and the fix in, form the start.

The thing that sticks in my craw is, and I
understand more than a little about litigation
of parallel prosecution matters (remember, the
Armstrong case WAS ginned up by the same
ethically questionable Federal investigator,
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Jeff Novitzky, as plied the Bonds and Clemens
cases). Anything with Jeff Novitzky involved
should invite a LOT of questions, always. Jeff
Novitzky is the worst kind of crusading federal
menace, the out of control power mad special
agent.

You have to wonder if there is not a good reason
there were no meaningful convictions resulting
from the Bonds, Clemens and Armstrong cases
which were the linchpins of Novitzky’s
persecution. A persecution which originated with
the overblown BALCO cases. There is left, in the
wake, a legacy of leveraged persecution and
failed prosecution; the common thread of which
is Jeff Novitzky. There may be something to be
drawn there.

But that is what we have now. When Jeff Novitzky
and the DOJ cannot get a head on a criminal
stick like Roger Clemens or Lance Armstrong,
they show their pettiness, in this case
Novitzsky, by moving to prosecution against
Armstrong by authorities without such due
process niceties as actual proof beyond a
reasonable doubt. The USADA, was a perfect
vehicle to gut shoot and eviscerate Armstrong.
Make no mistake, if Novitzky could have done
that to Bonds and Clemens, he would have. It is
not right.

All of the above having been stated, upon
information and/or belief, it is still
depressing, and instructive, that Armstrong
chose to not exhaust his remedies and play out
the legal string. And, again as someone who has
seen the devastating and wrong results that can
occur from ultra-aggressive parallel
prosecutions, such as we have just seen from
Novitzky, DOJ and USADA, there can be a point to
where it is no longer viable to fight in the
face of the onslaught.

I see no reason that Lance Armstrong is wrong in
that assessment here; however, his legal team
had already worked up the defense. There would
NOT have been all that much more legal expense
necessary to expend to play out the string.
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There was, however, a LOT of embarrassment in
the form of ten or more former teammates and/or
doctors formally testifying against him. That
would have been even more devastating to Lance
Armstrong, Inc. And that is why Lance pulled the
escape hatch lever when and where he did. You
cannot blame him, but you sure as hell cannot
exculpate him, it is an effective legal
admission.

By doing as he did, Lance Armstrong has insured
that he will remain a duality in the sporting
conscience – both the persecuted innocent and
the epitome of cowardly guilty – both at the
same time. Curiously, I kind of bite off on both
as being valid. Neither may be individually
right; neither will likely ever be proven wrong.
So be it, and let the record so, conflictingly,
reflect. The one thing you will never take away
from Armstrong is what he has done to fight
cancer. That sticks, and this may have been the
best path for Armstrong to continue his work. If
so, then it was a fair call for him to make.

Well folks, that is Trash for today. I am sure
there is more (hey, if ya got some Little League
world Series shit, bring it). Maybe you are in
to polo, water polo or, ugh, soccer; whatever,
if you want to yammer, this is your forum.

Rip This Fucking Joint!! (Oh, hey, is Bobby Keys
one badass blowing bitch on the sax or what??)

MEMO TO THE CLUELESS
NEPOTISTICALLY SELF
UNAWARE FLEXIBLE BAG
OF MOSTLY WATER
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KNOWN AS LUKE
RUSSERT
Has there ever been a more self unaware little
ball of unworthy entitled Beltway nepotism than
Luke Russert? I ask that as an honest question,
because it is quite possible the answer is no.
The story of Luke, son of Tim, is mostly public
record.

Let’s take a look at the latest from L’il Luke,
humbly entitled:

Luke Russert: Like Me, Paul Ryan Is
Driven By Personal Loss

Well, golly, you just know it is going to be an
intellectual and cognitively aware barnburner
piece from that, no?

Of course it is, because that is the searing
literary talent of the one and only Luke
Russert; progeny of the Wonder of Whiteboard,
Tim Russert. Let us inspect Luke’s
Hemmingwayesque prose:

I peppered the congressman with
questions about the health care law and
budget priorities for an interview a
colleague would use on Nightly News.
When we were done, we exchanged
pleasantries and he got up to leave.
After about 15 seconds, he came back in
the room and asked me, “How old was your
dad when he passed from heart disease?”
I told him, “58.” He said, “Mine was 55.
My grandfather and great-grandfather
both died from heart issues in their
50s, too.” He then asked me if I was
into fitness and inquired about my
workout regimen. He told me to run more
and that I needed to work up a sweat at
least five days a week. We both joked
about how preventative fish oil
supplements had a bad aftertaste.
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Oh, what personal pathos these two poor sons
have seen. Luke, son of Tim, product of St.
Alban’s Academy in Washington DC, was left with
a mother who worked for Vanity Fair, an estate
and mansion on Nantucket Island fit for a king
and a sinecure at NBC.

Bootstraps baby, bootstraps.

And L’il Luke’s brother in hardscrabble
upbringing, Paul Ryan? This common man of the
people was born the son of a respected lawyer in
a Wisconsin town known as Janesville and:

Mr. Ryan, the youngest of Paul M. and
Betty Ryan’s four children, was born in
1970 and grew up in Janesville’s
historic Courthouse Hill neighborhood…

Like Luke Russert’s traumatic childhood, Paul
Ryan suffered such various hardships as being
voted Prom King and “Biggest Brown-Noser” in
high school.

Oh, the pain they must have suffered, the poor
dears.

The smooth stylings of Luke Russert’s searing
reportage continue:

Much has been written about Ryan’s
notorious P90X workouts and physical
discipline. At one point he was a
personal trainer in Washington to help
pay the bills. Aside from the obvious
health benefits, from many personal
conversations I’ve had with him since
that day in Baltimore, I believe Ryan
keeps himself so physically fit in order
to downplay the anxious feeling all
children of heart disease victims have —
the dreadful thought you could be next.

I can attest that this feeling spurs you
to accomplish as much as possible
because the idea that you’re on earth
for a limited time is imprinted in your
mind daily. Ryan was elected to the
House at 28, was Chairman of the House

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Albans_School_(Washington,_D.C.)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Albans_School_(Washington,_D.C.)
http://www.vanityfair.com/contributors/maureen-orth
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080614/NEWS/806140350
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080614/NEWS/806140350
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/13/us/politics/family-faith-and-politics-describe-life-of-paul-ryan.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/paul-ryan-in-high-school-voted-by-his-senior-class-as/2012/08/11/5ec92fca-e420-11e1-a25e-15067bb31849_blog.html#


Budget Committee at 40 and now is his
party’s presumptive nominee for vice
president at age 42. He’s already
accomplished in 42 years what most
politicians would hope to do in a
lifetime.

Yes, what bloody hell these two tortured souls
must have faced. Previous to reading the
poignant words of Luke Russert about the woe and
tribulations he and Paul Ryan (who has
effectively never been out of government employ)
commonly faced in life, I used to occasionally
think maybe my life could have been better
somehow. If, you know, only….

I used to think there was a lot of suffering in
the world. At least until I read Luke Russert
and Paul Ryan’s common brotherhood of upbringing
hurt. But, relatively, in light of all the real
suffering Russert and Ryan went through to be
where they are today, I was one of the luckiest
guys on the face of the earth.

For all the downtrodden out there, just be glad
you have not suffered the “personal loss” of
Luke Russert and Paul Ryan. We can all learn
something from these bottom to the top, self
reliant, American success stories of will and
perseverance.

Well, or better, we can call out these two
smarmy, self serving, holier than thou,
nepotistic fucking pricks for what they really
are. One represents the death spiral of American
journalism, and the other the grim reaper for
the morals and social safety net our fathers,
mothers, grandfathers and grandmothers fought,
died and worked so hard to insure. Yeah, those
really are the stakes.

So, you might think Tiny Tim, er Luke’s, tale of
two forlorn, down on their luck, dandy
pimpernels is over. Oh, no, there is a moving
coda from Boy Wonder Russert:

So while Ryan is no doubt inspired by
his faith, family, party and desire to



shape the country in the ways he sees as
best for the future, it should not be
lost where much of his drive comes from
— personal loss.

Personal loss. Yes. Of course. Like Russert and
Ryan have some lock on fucking personal loss.

Please. Just get the fuck out, you simpering
weenie naif. We all suffer personal loss, it is
not yours to carry as a mantle of significance.
We all have lost, or will lose, mothers,
fathers, sisters, brothers and friends. What
grandiose hubris you project with your
sniveling, self serving tripe on behalf of
yourself and Paul Ryan.

Get over yourself you candy ass punk; neither
you, Ryan, me, not likely many, if any, of those
actually able to read this article, are
suffering the worst life has to offer. We are
all fortunate sons and daughters, and you should
just shut the fuck up.

If only the foregoing palpably, cloying, asinine
bullshit were but the worst of the situation.
But, sadly, it is not. No, the deeper problem is
that this is the gilded hollow future of
journalism. At a time when print media, beat
writers and old school journalism is dying like
the plague has set in, this, L’il Luke Russert,
is the harbinger of what’s to come. How can you
tell? Well, because the “senior talent” NBC
ensconced in the hallowed throne of L’il Luke’s
father is the hollow and shallow dipstick known
as Dancin Dave Gregory.

The suck up, Beltway Stockholmed Gregory is
enough to make you puke, but he is par for the
course for television networks that care more
about scamming and plundering their viewers than
playing to their common intelligence. NBC
bastardized and cocked up the the London2012
Olympics big time; but that was just annoyance
in sporting entertainment. It may have been
craven, but it does not hold a candle to the
intellectual and informational fraud they pull

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdvHwtRdg_I


on their viewers via their news and political
reportage every hour of every day.

L’il Luke Russert, and his suck up wet kiss to
his soul mate in personal loss Paul Ryan, is but
a symptom of the disease. It is a race to the
bottom of the barrel, and with wet behind the
ears, nepotistically installed, inbred Shetland
ponies like Luke Russert, NBC and NBCNews.com
are leading the field.

[Flexible Ugly Bag of Mostly Water]
.
.

HOCKENHEIM, HIGHWAY
STARS & AURORA
It is time for the Formula 1 Grosser Preis
Santander Von Deutschland 2012. There is that.

Then there is the fact Jon Lord has died. If you
do not know Jon Lord, he was a founding member
of, and keyboard player for, Deep Purple. One of
the more underrated keyboard players, and bands,
of all time (by my book anyway). RIP

And, indescribably, twelve more souls died in
Aurora, with scores more injured gravely. I
would love to say something pithy, profound and
appropriate. However, I have no clue what that
would be.

A lot of other stuff has also transpired
demanding extreme talking of the trash. The
video embedded to the upper right is custom made
by my daughter, Jenna, and I, from CGI runs of
the Hockenheimring set to the sounds of the
timeless Deep Purple classic Highway Star. All
for this F1 Trash and wake for the Lord thread.
Okay, mostly her work, but she swears even I can
be taught the necessary skills. We’ll see about
that. With no further adieu…..

http://en.memory-alpha.org/wiki/Home_Soil_(episode)
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Let’s roll.

We are in the summer doldrums. No football. No
basketball. Do they even play hockey in the
States? I forget. I understand there is some
kind of athletic contest coming up across teh
pond. In a move that may well INCREASE the
safety of one and all, in Olympic Village and
the world over, actual stiff British upper lip
troops will be filling in for corrupt,
fraudulent and incompetent G4 Mercenary
Contractors.

Other than that, there is the start of the
second half of the baseball season and……Formula
One! This week is the German Grand Prix at
Hockenheim.

Uh, BREAKING NEWS: My TeeVee just told me:

“For years people have been working to
perfect the margarita. At last, the wait
is over. Introducing Bud Light Lime
Margaritas. The ready to drink
margarita. With the refreshing twist of
Bud Light Lime.”

While I had heard of Bud Light Lime before, from
Uncle Stanley McChrystal, this is something NEW
and, apparently, wonderful. Or, you know, not.

At any rate, qualifying is about to go off at
the German Grand Prix. Hockenheimring is a
relatively flat, and traditionally very fast
circuit. The video really gives a good feel for
it. Although shorter than originally laid out to
be, it is still nearly three miles long and
presents numerous opportunities for overtaking.

At practice, the rain spoiled the fun, and
especially so for the German favorite, Michael
Schumacher. The Mercedes team may be further
plagued by a five place penalty on the grid due
to a gearbox change in Nico Rosberg’s equipment.
Things were brighter, however, for McLaren, who
saw Jenson Button be fast with Lewis Hamilton
close behind.

The skies do not look to clear for Saturday’s

http://network.yardbarker.com/nfl/article_external/video_larry_fitzgerald_thinks_calvin_johnson_is_a_better_fantasy_wr_option/11247694?linksrc=foxrg_home
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/motorsport/formulaone/mercedes/9416060/German-Grand-Prix-2012-Michael-Schumacher-sent-spinning-as-Mercedes-suffer-water-torture.html


qualifying, but the rain may hold off. [Quick
addendum: watching Q3 now and the track is
soaking wet. Both Alonso and Schumacher are
radioing that it needs to be stopped, but the
stewards do not appear so inclined. The ability
of these drivers to keep their cars on the track
in these conditions is simply stunning] Race day
will be a crapshoot though. Updates after
qualifying will be in comments below.

Which brings us to Aurora. I was still up early
Friday morning when the first word of the
tragedy started coming in. I thought about
posting something, but was so numb there was
just nothing to say. Not sure much has changed
in that regard. The root facts are on the usual
relentless babble stream of cable news etc. and
I have not even checked in in a bit to see the
latest. The one take that really stuck out to me
was by David Sirota, who lives literally right
by the scene in suburban Denver:

Confronting that question, of course, is
mind-bending and painful — in the age of
“War on Terror” agitprop that purposely
defines terrorism in one specific,
narrow and politically convenient way,
it’s akin to the cognitive difficulty of
pondering the size of the universe … or,
perhaps, death itself. It takes us out
of our comfort zone and forces us to
consider the causes of all kinds of
extremism and violence — not just the
foreign Islamic kind that we so
flippantly write off as alien. Indeed,
at a time when so many bloodlusting
Americans cheer on our government
proudly assassinating the imams who
allegedly inspire Muslim terrorism, a
shooting like this (if, indeed, it had
nothing to do with Islamic extremism)
begs us to wonder why we don’t feel
similarly bellicose or enraged at the
inspirations fueling so many other forms
of terrorism — whatever those
inspirations may be.

http://www.salon.com/2012/07/20/call_it_terrorism/


These contradictions and omissions, of
course, are why such a question will
almost certainly be ignored in the now-
practiced kabuki theater of horror porn
— the kind where vote-seeking
politicians issue meaningless
platitudes, ratings-stalking reporters
breathlessly recount the gory details
and attention-starved pundits preen in
front of cameras to prognosticate about
the electoral implications of mass
murder in a presidential swing state.
Carefully avoiding the T-word, it is a
conspiracy of distraction and reduction,
playing to our reflexive desire for
soothing diversions and simple answers.
The conspirators expect that when the
cameras eventually pan away from the
cataclysm, we will slip back into hyper-
sleep for another few weeks, until the
next massacre hits, and then the cycle
will begin anew.

Yep. About right.

There may not be much front line sports on this
weekend, but there is certainly a lot to talk
about. What have you all been up to? What is on
your mind? Let’s talk.

JUDGE CEBULL’S SMART
RESPONSE TO HIS
INCREDIBLY STUPID ACT

https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/03/04/judge-cebulls-smart-response-to-his-incredibly-stupid-act/
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I was going to delve
deeper into the Cebull
insult of Obama case
after Friday’s events,
but I now have
something else I need
to get to, so this is
a shorter take. As you
will recall, the

intertoobz blew up at the end of last week,
starting late Wednesday, with the story of Judge
Richard Cebull, Chief Judge of Montana’s US
District Court, and his email distributed slur
on Barack Obama. The incident was first reported
by a local paper, the Great Falls Tribune, but
quickly hit the national wires.

I am not going to reprint the email, but it is
fairly disgusting and very inappropriate (you
can see it in the original form here). Numerous
outraged individuals and organizations
immediately called for Cebull’s resignation.
David Dayen has a rundown on some of the
loudest, as well as of Cebull’s
“explanation/apology”, which has not been
accepted to well by those calling for Cebull’s
head. And, while Cebull’s statement is indeed
less than exculpating, it is pretty much all he
could say under the circumstances. Unlike Rush
Limbaugh, at least Cebull had the guts to own up
to the full weight of his act, even if
concurrently inferring “heck I thought it was
private”.

You can quibble about whether the “joke” was
directly racist, or only indirectly racist in
overtone, and I can see both sides of that
argument; however, there is no denying that it
was in unconscionably bad taste and completely
inappropriate for a federal judge to be
trafficking in. That’s a given. I am, at this
point, far more interested in Cebull’s response
which, all things considered, I find pretty
crafty.

Cebull immediately admitted his full
involvement, did so publicly to the press, and

http://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Unknown.jpeg
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took the affirmative step of immediately filing
his own formal judicial complaint – against
himself – over the matter, and asked for an
inquiry by the judicial council of the 9th
Circuit. He also immediately issued a formal
written apology to President Obama:

Dear Mr. President:

I sincerely and profusely apologize to
you and your family for the email I
forwarded. I accept full responsibility;
I have no one to blame but myself.

I can assure you that such action on my
part will never happen again. I have
requested that the Judicial Council of
the Ninth Circuit review this matter.

Honestly, I don’t know what else I can
do. Please forgive me and, again, my
most sincere apology.

Richard F. Cebull

It is brief and to the point and, frankly, there
is not much more he can do to erase the stain he
left. Which is where it gets interesting. As you
can see by clicking on the link to Cebull’s self
initiated complaint (there are others that will
be later joined, but his was immediately self
filed, that will count large), it is submitted
to the Chief Judge of the Ninth Circuit, Alex
Kozinski. Not only do judges in a circuit tend
to stand up for one another, Kozinski himself
has had a fairly analogous issue in his past.
Kozinski also self reported and apologized, had
an independent judicial council evaluate it, and
was cleared for further uninterrupted duty. This
was key language in the Kozinski finding:

The Judge explained and admitted his
error; apologized for it, recognizing
its impact on the judiciary; and
committed to changing his conduct to
avoid any recurrence of the error. The
offending material has been removed and
will be destroyed. The Judge’s 35

http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/absolutenm/articlefiles/437-Letter%20to%20Judge%20Kozinski.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-kozinski12-2008jun12,0,6220192.story
http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2009/07/02/kozinski-cleared-of-wrongdoing/


acknowledgment of responsibility
combined with the corrective actions he
has already completed or has committed
to pursue and his apology, along with
our admonishment, made public in this
opinion, properly “remed[y] the problems
raised by the complaint.” Rule 11(d)(2).
Accordingly, this proceeding is properly
concluded. We find that “all of the
purposes of the judicial misconduct
provisions are fully served” by this
result.

That is exactly the path and result Cebull is
playing for, and he has a guide as good as gold
to lead him down that path. Here is the kicker,
Alex Kozinski is the gatekeeper for this
determination as to Cebull!

Here are the rules regarding judicial misconduct
as adopted by the 9th Circuit. As you can
discern from Rule 5:

When a chief judge has information
constituting reasonable grounds for
inquiry into whether a covered judge has
engaged in misconduct or has a
disability, the chief judge may conduct
an inquiry, as he or she deems
appropriate, into the accuracy of the
information even if no related complaint
has been filed. A chief judge who finds
probable cause to believe that
misconduct has occurred or that a
disability exists may seek an informal
resolution that he or she finds
satisfactory. If no informal resolution
is achieved or is feasible, the chief
judge may identify a complaint and, by
written order stating the reasons, begin
the review provided in Rule 11. If the
evidence of misconduct is clear and
convincing and no informal resolution is
achieved or is feasible, the chief judge
must identify a complaint.

http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/misconduct/judicial_misconduct_rules.html


So, under Rule 5, if Kozinski, as the Chief
Judge, “identifies” a complaint, it then is
considered within the ambit of Rule 11. And what
is in Rule 11? Well, Rule 11(a)(2) specifically
provides that the chief judge may, at that
point, consider the matter:

concluded on the ground that voluntary
corrective action has been taken

It is very possible that is exactly what occurs,
and is clearly what Judge Cebull is playing for.
But, even if Kozinski refers the matter to a
“special committee” pursuant to Rule 11 (a)(4),
this resolution is still very available. It is
also very likely. Cebull gets bonus brownie
points for filing the initial complaint against
himself, immediately issues a full written mea
culpa to Obama and, at the same time takes full
responsibility and announces all of it to the
press and public.

It is hard to see how Kozinski and the 9th do
not find a little sympathy under those facts,
and Cebull is betting on it. It is a good bet.
And a smart play. I have no brief whatsoever for
Judge Richard Cebull, none, but, nevertheless,
this is the likely conclusion coming.

THE FALSE REPORT OF
BANNED BOOKS IN
TUCSON: THE TEMPEST
IN THE ARIZONA TEAPOT
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Last
Friday
afternoon,
author
Jeff
Biggers
published
an article
at Salon
entitled
Who’s Afraid of “The Tempest”? The cognitive
lede, and framing for the article as a whole, is
contained in the first sentence:

As part of the state-mandated
termination of its ethnic studies
program, the Tucson Unified School
District released an initial list of
books to be banned from its schools
today.

Biggers goes on to report and discuss on a
litany of books and textbooks – even
Shakespeare’s The Tempest – that were removed
from Tucson Unified School District (TUSD)
classrooms:

Other banned books include “Pedagogy of
the Oppressed” by famed Brazilian
educator Paolo Freire and “Occupied
America: A History of Chicanos” by
Rodolfo Acuña, two books often singled
out by Arizona state superintendent of
public instruction John Huppenthal, who
campaigned in 2010 on the promise to
“stop la raza(sic).

It is a rather stunning, and alarming, report
fashioned by Mr. Biggers and, little wonder, it
swept like fire across the progressive internet,
and social media like Twitter and Facebook over
the King Holiday weekend. Biggers’ Salon article
served as the basis for reportage of the banning
of books, including Shakespeare’s The Tempest,
in a plethora of media sources from such
internet venues as AlterNet, to mainstream media

http://www.salon.com/2012/01/13/whos_afraid_of_the_tempest/singleton/
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like The Tucson Citizen, New York Daily News,
and The Wall Street Journal.

There is only one problem with this story. It is
categorically and materially false. No books
have been banned in Tucson by the TUSD, much
less Shakespeare’s classic, The Tempest.

Sensing that Biggers’ story did not sound
correct, nor comport with my understanding of
the law in this subject area here in Arizona, I
was able to make contact with officials at TUSD
over the Martin Luther King extended holiday
weekend and spoke with an official on Monday,
even though the school system was officially
closed. It is an understatement to say they were
dismayed and concerned; it is “disingenuous to
say ‘banned'” said Cara Rene, Communications
Director for the TUSD.

Indeed, upon returning to their offices Tuesday,
the TUSD put out, through Ms. Rene, an official
News Release stating:

Tucson Unified School District has not
banned any books as has been widely and
incorrectly reported.

Seven books that were used as supporting
materials for curriculum in Mexcian
American Studies classes have been moved
to the district storage facility because
the classes have been suspended as per
the ruling by Arizona Superintendent for
Public Instruction John Huppenthal.
Superintendent Huppenthal upheld an
Office of Adminstriation Hearings’
ruling that the classes were in
violation of state law ARS 15-112.

The books are:
Critical Race Theory by Richard Delgado
500 Years of Chicano History in Pictures
edited by Elizabeth Martinez
Message to AZTLAN by Rodolfo Corky
Gonzales
Chicano! The History of the Mexican
Civil Rights Movement by Arturo Rosales
Occupied America: A History of Chicanos
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by Rodolfo Acuna
Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo
Freire
Rethinking Columbus: The Next 500 Years
by Bill Bigelow

NONE of the above books have been banned
by TUSD. Each book has been boxed and
stored as part of the process of
suspending the classes. The books listed
above were cited in the ruling that
found the classes out of compliance with
state law.

Every one of the books listed above is
still available to students through
several school libraries. Many of the
schools where Mexican American Studies
classes were taught have the books
available in their libraries. Also, all
students throughout the district may
reserve the books through the library
system.

Other books have also been falsely
reported as being banned by TUSD. It has
been incorrectly reported that William
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” is not
allowed for instruction. Teachers may
continue to use materials in their
classrooms as appropriate for the course
curriculum. “The Tempest” and other
books approved for curriculum are still
viable options for instructors.

Oh, my, that is fundamentally and materially
different than what Mr. Biggers both stated, and
inferred, isn’t it? It was excessive and
inflammatory hyperbole, and that is not a good
thing as it paints the TUSD, and the Arizona
school and educational system in a false, and
prejudicially negative, light. I know many
teachers and administrators in the Phoenix area,
and they were outraged. “Banning of books” is an
extremely negative concept both emotionally and
legally; it is an extremely serious allegation,
and not one to be made lightly or inaccurately.



There are a LOT of very good people in the State
of Arizona, and the bad that is going on here
(and there IS plenty of bad too) should be
painted large and loud for what it is, but not
in brush strokes so big and hyperbolic as to
give a false picture of the story and state. I
dislike the existence and effect of HB 2281, the
law that has created this controversy over
ethnic studies, every bit as much as Mr. Biggers
honestly seems to; but do not want that to be
used as a whipping post to make Arizona an ogre
in ways it truly does not deserve. And that was
the effect of his January 13, 2012 article in
Salon.

You would probably think this particular story,
and my report on it, ends here for now. It does
not and, for once, that is a very positive
thing. Over the King Holiday weekend, in
addition to contacting the TUSD, I also
contacted Salon regarding my concerns. They
were, under the circumstances, both cordial and
professional. Early this afternoon a notice of
correction was placed at the bottom of the
original story, and a new report by Jeff
Biggers, far more accurately portraying the
facts on the ground in Tucson, was published by
Salon. Salon, and its editors, are to be
commended and applauded for their willingness to
listen and act responsibly.

Which brings us to the bigger picture.
Demagoguery and hyperbole are something that all
of us do who write on emotional hot button
issues; which are about the only kind of issues
we do here at Emptywheel. I have noticed the
same phenomenon in the progressive blogosphere
and media acutely prevalent on torture, Bradley
Manning, Occupy Wall Street and, just recently,
the NDAA. Emotion and illustration are good;
facts and truth are better.
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FUCK YOU TO JAMIE
DIMON & HIS PLAINTIVE
WAIL FOR THE 1%

Pardon me
for the
Taibbi
like
insolence,
but this
is just
fucking
amazing.
While most

Americans are struggling to stay alive,
employed, and their families fed and in their
homes, much less celebrate a decent Christmas,
the 1% Masters Of The Universe have gotten
together for a group bitchfest of elitist
assholes:

Jamie Dimon, the highest-paid chief
executive officer among the heads of the
six biggest U.S. banks, turned a
question at an investors’ conference in
New York this month into an occasion to
defend wealth.

“Acting like everyone who’s been
successful is bad and because you’re
rich you’re bad, I don’t understand it,”
the JPMorgan Chase & Co. (JPM) CEO told
an audience member who asked about
hostility toward bankers. “Sometimes
there’s a bad apple, yet we denigrate
the whole.”

Dimon, 55, whose 2010 compensation was
$23 million, joined billionaires
including hedge-fund manager John
Paulson and Home Depot Inc. (HD) co-
founder Bernard Marcus in using
speeches, open letters and television
appearances to defend themselves and the
richest 1 percent of the population
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targeted by Occupy Wall Street
demonstrators.

Uh, fuck you Jamie Dimon and to the plaintive
wail of the skimming, raping moneychangers.

Oh, and in case you had any question on what
side of the 1%/99% divide Barack Obama and his
Administration are on, yet another answer was
given today with the announcement of their
proposed selection for the critical
“independent” seat on the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC):

The Obama administration is considering
nominating Jeremiah Norton, an executive
director for JPMorgan Chase’s investment
bank, to sit on the FDIC’s board of
directors.

Who is Jeremiah Norton? Well, as this quote
states, he executive director of the investment
banking shop and one of Obama’s buddy, Jamie
Dimon’s, right hand men. Oh, and before that,
Norton was former Goldman Sachs honcho Henry
Paulson’s right hand man in the Bush Treasury
Department and assisted Paulson in getting
Goldman Sachs a backdoor bailout through AIG.

And, remember, if Barack Obama has to replace
Turbo Tax Timmeh Geithner, Jamie Dimon is near
the top of the list of replacements thought to
be on the White House’s list.

So, while OWS is out protesting and the majority
of citizens are falling deeper in despair and
many losing their homes and hopes, and Barack
Obama duplicitously coos about feeling the pain
of the 99%, this is what is going on where the
rubber meets the actual road.

PS: Digby has pounded Dimon on this as well if
you want more searing criticism.
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A RANCID FORECLOSURE
FRAUD SETTLEMENT
TRIAL BALLOON,
HERBERT OBAMAVILLES,
WHAT DIGBY SAID & THE
IMPORT OF THE OCCUPY
MOVEMENT
I do not
usually just
post simply to
repeat what
another
somewhat
similarly
situated
blogger has
said. But late
this
afternoon/early
this evening, I
was struck by
two things
almost simultaneously. Right as I read Gretchen
Morgenson’s latest article in the NYT on the
latest and most refined parameters of the
foreclosure fraud settlement, I also saw a post
by Digby. The intersection of the two was
crushing, but probably oh so true.

First, the latest Foreclosure Fraud Settlement
trial balloon being floated by the “State
Attorney Generals”. There have been several such
trial balloons floated on this before; all sunk
like lead weights. This is absolutely a similar
sack of shit; from Morgenson at the NYT:

Cutting to the chase: if you thought
this was the deal that would hold banks
accountable for filing phony documents
in courts, foreclosing without showing
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they had the legal right to do so and
generally running roughshod over anyone
who opposed them, you are likely to be
disappointed.

This may not qualify as a shock.
Accountability has been mostly A.W.O.L.
in the aftermath of the 2008 financial
crisis. A handful of state attorneys
general became so troubled by the
direction this deal was taking that they
dropped out of the talks. Officials from
Delaware, New York, Massachusetts and
Nevada feared that the settlement would
preclude further investigations, and
would wind up being a gift to the banks.

It looks as if they were right to worry.
As things stand, the settlement, said to
total about $25 billion, would cost
banks very little in actual cash — $3.5
billion to $5 billion. A dozen or so
financial companies would contribute
that money.

The rest — an estimated $20 billion —
would consist of credits to banks that
agree to reduce a predetermined dollar
amount of principal owed on mortgages
that they own or service for private
investors. How many credits would accrue
to a bank is unclear, but the amount
would be based on a formula agreed to by
the negotiators. A bank that writes down
a second lien, for example, would
receive a different amount from one that
writes down a first lien.

Sure, $5 billion in cash isn’t nada. But
government officials have held out this
deal as the penalty for years of what
they saw as unlawful foreclosure
practices. A few billion spread among a
dozen or so institutions wouldn’t seem a
heavy burden, especially when
considering the harm that was done.

The banks contend that they have seen no



evidence that they evicted homeowners
who were paying their mortgages. Then
again, state and federal officials
conducted few, if any, in-depth
investigations before sitting down to
cut a deal.

Shaun Donovan, secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, said the settlement,
which is still being worked out, would
hold banks accountable. “We continue to
make progress toward the key goals of
the settlement, which are to establish
strong protections for homeowners in the
way their loans are serviced across
every type of loan and to ensure real
relief for homeowners, including the
most substantial principal writedown
that has occurred throughout this
crisis.”

Read the full piece, there is much more there.

Yes, this is certainly just a trial balloon, and
just the latest one at that. But it is
infuriating, because it is the same old sell out
crap repackaged and trying to be shoved down the
public’s throat yet again. And who wants to sell
this shit sandwich the most? Barack Obama and
his band of Masters of the Universe, that’s who.
It is also, of course, the fervent desire of
Wall Street and their bought and paid for pols
like Chuck Schumer.

Which is exactly why elected state Attorney
General politicians (Hi Tom Miller), who are
also generally on the political make, are so
focused on getting a craven deal done, no matter
how badly it screws the public and economy. If
anybody has ever had any doubt as to why
California AG Kamala Harris has been so slow,
and so weak, in the matter this is exactly why.
Harris is a political climber, and her fortunes
and fame ride with the 1% and the politicians
like Obama and Schumer that they control like
circus monkeys.
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Which brings me back to what Digby said. Digby,
playing a notably tin-eared editorial by the Los
Angeles Times off of a scathing comment on the
American elite by Frank Rich, said:

That the LA Times is clutching its
pearls over fig trees and grass while
nearly 3,000 people have been arrested
at Occupations all over the country
world says just about everything you
need to know about disconnect between
elites and everybody else.

Yeah, that about sums it up. Do go read the full
description of the “Hoovervilles” and what they
really comprised, because it is far too close to
home with the current time and place we occupy.
By the same token, it is hard for many in the
comfortably ensconsed traditional middle class
to see just how heinous the situation is, and
how necessary the “Occupy” movement may really
be.

Trust me. I know, I am one of the uncomfortable.
My natural predilections are within the system
and rules. That, however, is no longer perhaps
enough. Many of you reading this post may not be
on Twitter, and thus may not have seen it; but I
have in the last couple of days straightened out
more than one pundit on the, and sometimes
unfortunately so, real protection reach of the
1st Amendment. It is far less a prophylactic
protection than most, and certainly the vocal
proponents of the Occupy Movement, think.

Without belaboring the minutiae, the clear law
of the land for over 70 years, ever since the
Supreme Court handed down its decision in Cox v.
New Hampshire, is:

Civil liberties, as guaranteed by the
Constitution, imply the existence of an
organized society maintaining public
order without which liberty itself would
be lost in the excesses of unrestrained
abuses. The authority of a municipality
to impose regulations in order to assure

http://digbysblog.blogspot.com/2011/10/clueless-in-la.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/opinionla/la-ed-occupy-20111028,0,2391624.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/opinionla/la-ed-occupy-20111028,0,2391624.story
http://nymag.com/news/frank-rich/class-war-2011-10/index4.html
http://nymag.com/news/frank-rich/class-war-2011-10/index4.html
http://digbysblog.blogspot.com/2011/10/clueless-in-la.html
http://digbysblog.blogspot.com/2011/10/clueless-in-la.html
http://digbysblog.blogspot.com/2011/10/clueless-in-la.html
https://twitter.com/#!/bmaz/status/130112023861272576
https://twitter.com/#!/bmaz/status/130112023861272576
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?navby=case&court=us&vol=312&invol=569
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?navby=case&court=us&vol=312&invol=569


the safety and convenience of the people
in the use of public highways has never
been regarded as inconsistent with civil
liberties but rather as one of the means
of safeguarding the good order upon
which they ultimately depend.
…..
If a municipality has authority to
control the use of its public streets
for parades or processions, as it
undoubtedly has, it cannot be denied
authority to give consideration, without
unfair discrimination, to time, place
and manner in relation to the other
proper uses of the streets. We find it
impossible to say that the limited
authority conferred by the licensing
provisions of the statute in question as
thus construed by the state court
contravened any constitutional right.

There is a long line of cases that ultimately
extend the ability of cities and municipalities
right to reasonably regulate time and place of
free speech expression, so long as said
regulation is content neutral, to public parks
and all other sorts of publicly controlled
spaces.

But those are “the rules”. When the politicians
and corporate masters no longer are willing to
play by the rules, how much longer can the “99%”
afford to honor them? When the so called leaders
will not abide by the norms and constricts of
law, why should the average man still be held to
the same?

Again, I fully admit just how much I struggle
with saying the above. I really do; it is
uncomfortable and discomfiting. I could go on,
but my own thoughts pale in comparison with
those similarly situated who have experienced
first hand what the import and truth of the
Occupy movement is.

I ask, indeed implore, you read this long, but
telling, account from The Awl by Lili Loofbourow

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0505_0672_ZO.html


entitled “The Livestream Ended: How I Got Off My
Computer And Onto The Street At Occupy Oakland”.
There is literally too much to excerpt, and it
would take away from the critically important
slow progression the writer lays out for you,
the reader.

So, while “the rules” may militate otherwise,
and while “our Constitutional rights” go nowhere
near as far as the psyched up Occupiers cry,
there is something raw and necessary about the
“Occupy” movement. It is necessary because the
rules and “adults in the room” have sold their
souls, and our lives, down the river of greed.

If not “the 99%”, then who? If not now, then
when? It is time.

THE UGLY TRUTH ON
WHAT WAS REALLY
“LEFT AT THE ALTAR”
I was away during the dueling banjos press
conferences of Barack Obama and John Boehner
this afternoon. Apparently it was quite the
show. Despite stating repeatedly how he was
“left at the altar” by his Orange Glo golfing
chum Boehner, President Obama seemed to get
surprisingly effusive praise from pundits on the
left for his speech.

Indicative of the praise is this tweet from
Keith Olbermann:

You know my criticisms of this POTUS. In
this news conference he has been
absolutely effing kickass, and properly
pissed off.

David Corn of Mother Jones tweeted:

O was as passionate and as close to
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angry as he gets. #debtageddon

And Corn is now on Lawrence O’Donnell’s show on
MSNBC, where Lawrence the “Eleventy Dimensional
Chess Scold” himself just said of Obama’s
presser:

“It was a brilliantly effective appearance for
his reelection.”

And there is the problem isn’t it? Obama really
was, and is, worried more about his reelection
than he is the welfare of the country and the
entirety of its citizens who are not members of
his cherished moneyed elite and financial sector
magnates.

The details seemed to ebb and flow over the last
few days, but this from Bloomberg sums up the
basics of what Obama was willing to pull the
trigger on:

Two congressional officials said the
White House told Democratic leaders it
was pursuing a deal to cut spending,
including on Social Security and
Medicare, and a tax overhaul that could
raise $1 trillion. That provoked an
angry reaction yesterday from Senate
Democrats, who said they feared they
might be asked to swallow steep
reductions in programs and trims to
entitlement benefits with no assurance
of higher tax revenue.

Right. What Obama was caterwauling about being
“left at the altar” was his willingness, nee
burning desire, to make huge cuts in spending
and social safety net programs, in return for
the possibility of a tax reform later.

And, make no mistake, Mr. Obama is absolutely
desperate to make that deal in order to get the
debt ceiling issue off the table until sometime
after his reelection campaign. His “Grand
Bargain” is shit for the economy, shit for
almost all Americans safety net now and in the
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future; it is only good for the howling idiots
in the Tea Party sphere and, of course, the
reelection campaign of Barack Obama.

So THAT is what was “left at the altar”, and why
Barack Obama was suddenly so apoplectically
passionate about it. And, yes, it must be stated
Boehner, Cantor and the Tea GOP are even more
craven and lame than Obama here, but that is
pretty weak tea to hang your hat on if you are a
sentient being. And that, folks, was the way it
was on the day the debt ceiling fell to the
floor.

But, fear not trepidatious Americans, Mr. Obama
is going to try to save your future and his
“grand bargain” again tomorrow! Gee, what
dedication.

UPDATE: Paul Krugman understands the ugly truth
here, having issued an article today entitled
“What Obama Was Willing To Give Away”. Exactly.

[The wonderful and appropos graphic is by the
one and only @TWolf10]

DOJ: CALLING OUT
GOVERNMENT LIES
WOULD ENDANGER
NATIONAL SECURITY
No matter how you look at this attempt to
suppress and ignore the WikiLeaks material, it
is bizarre and somewhat comical. The WikiLeaks
Gitmo Detainee files genie is out of the bottle;
it would behoove the US government to join the
battle and arguments on the merits and facts
instead of trying to cram the genie back in and
play hide the bottle.
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