
HITTING THE FAN:
VOLKER’S TEXT
MESSAGES RELEASED
House Democrats released partial transcripts of
text messages between former U.S. Special
Representative for Ukraine Kurt Volker and other
officials. It looks like spoor met a rapidly
rotating oscillator.

TRUMP IS BEING
IMPEACHED FOR
HARMING AMERICA TO
EXTORT CAMPAIGN HELP
This is what impeachment is about: Trump is
considering hurting farmers and manufacturers
and helping make an adversary (admittedly the
one who helped him get elected the last time),
all in an effort to coerce help from foreign
leaders. 

WAS THE TRUMP PHONE
CALL WITH ZELENSKY
PAUSED FOR
DISCUSSION ON US
SIDE?
Trump’s first phone call with Putin was paused
for him to consult with staff. Spicer informed
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us that discussion was left out of the call
notes. Was the Trump-Zelensky call also paused,
and does that explain how short the rough
transcript is?

HOUSE COMMITTEES’
DEPOSITION: U.S.
SPECIAL
REPRESENTATIVE FOR
UKRAINE KURT VOLKER
If yesterday’s blizzard of disinformation tweets
is any kind of measure, the GOP is worried about
today’s interview of the former U.S. Special
Representative for Ukraine, Kurt Volker, before
the House Committees charged with the
impeachment inquiry.

ODNI GC KLITENIC:
PRESIDENT HAS SOLE
AUTHORITY OVER
SECURITY CLEARANCES,
BUT IS NOT MEMBER OF
INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNITY
On July 10, 2019, Jason Klitenic, General
Counsel of the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence, ruled that the President
alone has authority over the granting of
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security clearances. Then, on September 13, he
agreed with OLC that the President is not a
member of the Intelligence Community.

AT TIME OF TRUMP-
ZELENSKY CALL,
MULVANEY WAS
ALREADY UNDER NOTICE
FROM CUMMINGS,
ENGEL AND SCHIFF NOT
TO HIDE RECORDS
Note the byline.

In perusing the House Oversight Committee
website while looking for something else, I ran
across this remarkable letter dated February 21,
2019. It is addressed to Mick Mulvaney as Acting
White House Chief of Staff and is from Elijah
Cummings, Chair of the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform, Eliot Engel, Chair of the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs and Adam
Schiff, Chair of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence. The letter is part of
an ongoing effort by Congress to obtain records
from meetings between Donald Trump and Vladimir
Putin that occurred in Hamburg on July 7, 2017
and in Helsinki on July 16, 2018.

The letter reprises press reports of Trump
confiscating notes from interpreters and having
a general reputation for tearing up documents.
Although prompted by their frustration in
getting records from these two meetings, the
three committee chairmen expand the scope of
their direction to Mulvaney to preserve records:
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Recall that the Trump-Zelensky phone call took
place on July 25, 2019, just over five months
after the letter was sent. It seems particularly
on point that the letter warned Mulvaney against
“relocation” as well as “intentional handling
which would foreseeably make such records
incomplete or inaccessable”. Certainly, by
relocating the Situation Room’s transcript to
the code-word level computer system, Mulvaney
(or other actor(s) in the White House) did
indeed make the record incomplete and
essentially inaccessible until the whistleblower
complaint forced the publication of a partial
transcript.

And how did the White House respond to the
letter? The return letter came from White House
Counsel Pat Cipollone exactly one month later,
blowing off the request for records from the two
Trump-Putin meetings in its entirety, citing a
claim that the President alone conducts foreign
policy. And yet, the letter claimed that the
White House fully complies with the Presidential
Records Act, under which the three committee
chairmen had submitted their request.

I’m wondering if this letter, with its highly
specific warning, will increase the legal
difficulties for Mulvaney once the impeachment
investigation spotlight begins to point his
direction.
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HIDDEN UNTIL NOW:
TRUMP ADMITTED 2016
RUSSIAN INTERFERENCE
IN LAVROV-KISLYAK
MEETING
We’ve known about this particular Oval Office
conversation Trump had with Lavrov and Kislyak –
but we didn’t know there was a LOT more to this
conversation.

RETROACTIVE
CLASSIFICATION: THE
GOVERNMENT’S
FAVORITE TOOL FOR
SILENCING
WHISTLEBLOWERS
Retroactive classification is the government’s
favorite tool for silencing whistleblowers.

WHIP IT GOOD: TIME
HAS COME TODAY
[UPDATE-3]
It’s time. There are only so many ways to say
this. Refreshed whip list to come soon.
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HISTORY’S RHYME, PART
5: BAD FAITH,
UNAUTHORIZED ACTS
AND CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY
Next entry in a series examining the Nixon
impeachment inquiry and a possible parallel
today — Nixon’s covert bombing of Cambodia and
Trump’s unauthorized attacks on human rights.
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