
WHEN TRUMP BROUGHT
ROMNEY TO HEEL, OR
FURTHER ADVENTURES
IN THE CABINET OF
DEPLORABLES
Once upon a time, Mitt Romney exiled his dog,
Seamus, to the roof of the family station wagon.
Now Trump has Mittens tied to the roof like a
dog.

TRUMP IS WHO HE’S
ALWAYS BEEN, AND
TRUMP IS THE EPITOME
OF THE GOP; THEY HAVE
TO OWN HIM
The Friday night news of the Trump extreme
misogyny video was really not shocking. It is
who Trump is. But that is also who todays GOP
is, and they can’t walk back from their
Trumpism. And it’s too late for them to change
the ballot.

TRUMP CHARITY A
CONTINUING FRAUD ON
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THE PEOPLE OF NEW
YORK
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tems of breaking news (no, really!) over the
last 24 hours is the cease and desist order
issued by the New York Attorney General’s Office
to Donald Trump’s vaunted “charity”. The full
text of the official letter can be found here.

The New York Times described it thusly:

The office of New York Attorney General
Eric T. Schneiderman has issued a
“notice of violation” to Donald J.
Trump’s foundation, ordering it to
immediately stop soliciting charitable
donations in New York.

The letter, which was sent on Friday and
released on Monday morning by Mr.
Schneiderman’s office, said its
charities bureau had determined that the
Donald J. Trump Foundation had been
fund-raising in New York this year when
it was not registered to do so under
state law.

“The Trump Foundation must immediately
cease soliciting contributions or
engaging in any other fund-raising
activities in New York,” wrote James
Sheehan, the chief of the charities
bureau.

I want to focus on one particular clause in the
letter however. The part identifying the
“fraud”. To wit:
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“The failure immediately to discontinue
solicitation and to file information and
reports required under Article 7-A with
the Charities Bureau shall be deemed to
be a continuing fraud upon the people of
the State of New York.”

Now, in fairness, that is likely
boilerplate/template language for such a cease
and desist letter in New York, but that makes it
no less true. What has occurred is that the
Donald J. Trump Foundation, by not properly
registering and being accountable for its
activities, has been perpetrating a fraud on the
People of the State of New York.

A state government is entitled to regulate,
oversee and audit such activity occurring within
its borders. As appears to be a pattern with Mr.
Trump, he and his organization seemed to think
they were simply above such common regulation.
The willful non-compliance itself is a fraud,
the size of the fraud perpetrated can only
further be determined via full registration and
full accounting for the multiple years of non-
compliant activity the “charity” has engaged in.

There has been a fraud under the statutory and
regulatory framework of the State of New York,
we are only yet to ascertain the relative scope
of it yet. And given the dogged reportage of
David Fahrenthold of the Washington Post, which
depicts rampant self serving and dealing by
Trump as to personal debts via his charity,
there is every reason to believe there are very
serious issues to be dealt with.

But the ability of the NY Attorney General’s
Office to actually deal with these questions
depends on the prompt registration and
disclosure by Trump of his offending and illegal
charity.

Trump and his ill begotten “charity” have 15
days to comply with registration and disclosure.
What do you think the odds are he will actually
comply in good faith instead of hiding behind
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some bogus baloney, or submitting patently non-
responsive filings, until after the election is
over? I’d rate the odds at 100%.

The same odds that exist for Trump turning over
his tax returns. Even the one from 1995, that
has been beyond the statute of any limitation,
whether criminal or civil, for over 15 years.

9/11: A STORY OF
ATTACKS, HORROR,
VICTIMS, HEROES AND
JINGOISTIC SHAME
S
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, 2001 is now 15 years in the mirror of life.
Like the two Kennedy assassinations, the
Moonshot and a few other events in life, it is
one of those “yeah I remember where I was when…”
moments. Personally, being on west coast time, I
was just waking up thinking all I had was a
normal morning court calendar. When my wife, who
gets up far earlier than I, shouted at me to rub
out the cobwebs and watch the TV because
something was seriously wrong in New York City.
She was right. It was a hell of a day, one of
unspeakable tragedy and indescribable heroism.
It was truly all there in one compact day,
unlike any other, save maybe December 7, 1941.
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2,996 people lost their lives, and their
families and history were forever altered in the
course of hours on an otherwise clear and
beautiful day in Manhattan. Most were simply
innocent victims, but many were the epitome of
heroes who charged into a hellscape to try to
salvage any life they could. There were other
heroes that altered their lives in response, and
either died or were forever changed as a result.
One was a friend of mine from South Tempe, Pat
Tillman.

No one can speak for Pat Tillman, and, save for
his family, those who claim to only prove they
never met the man. All I can say is, I wish he
were here today. The one thing that is certain
is he would not give the prepackaged trite
partisan reaches you are likely to hear today.
It would be unfiltered truth. Which the US did
not get from its leaders after September 11,
2001, and is still missing today.

Instead of rallying and solidifying the oneness
of the American citizenry that was extant
immediately after September 11, 2001, the
Bush/Cheney Administration and GOP told us to go
shopping and that we needed to invade Iraq, who
had nothing whatsoever to do with 9/11. It was a
fools, if not devil’s, errand and a move that
threw away an opportunity for greatness from the
country and exploited it in favor of war crimes
and raw political power expansion and
consolidation.

Instead of gelling the United States to make
ourselves better as the “Greatest Generation”
did sixty years before, America was wholesale
sold a bill of goods by a determined group of
unreformed and craven Neo-Con war criminals left
over from the Vietnam era, and we were led down
the path to a war of aggression that was an
unmitigated disaster we have not only not
recovered from today, but are still compounding.

The 2000’s will prove to be a decade of American
shame when history is written decades from now.
Not from the attacks, but from our craven
response thereto. So, pardon me if I join Colin

https://www.emptywheel.net/2009/01/31/pat-tillmans-super-bowl/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2009/01/31/pat-tillmans-super-bowl/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greatest_Generation


Kaepernick and choose not to join, every Sunday,
just because the Madison Avenue revenue
generating NFL of Roger Goodell cravenly
exploits it, the jingoistic bullshit of rote
dedication to a racist National Anthem. Also,
too, shame on opportunistic and Constitutionally
ignorant whiny police unions who scold free
speech and threaten to abandon their jobs in the
face of it.

But
that
is all
over
now
surely
.
Taking
the
United
States
, nee the world, to a forever war on the wings
of a craven lie is universally recognized,
condemned and scorned, right?

No. The Neo-Cons are unrepentant and still
trying to advance themselves on the lie that
their once and forever war justifies more than
their prosecution and conviction in The Hague.
Here is a belligerent and unrepentant Dick
Cheney passing the torch of evil to his spawn
Liz Cheney in the august pages of the Wall
Street Journal:

We are no longer interrogating
terrorists in part because we are no
longer capturing terrorists. Since
taking office, the president has
recklessly pursued his objective of
closing the detention facility at
Guantanamo by releasing current
detainees—regardless of the likelihood
they will return to the field of battle
against us. Until recently, the head of
recruitment for ISIS in Afghanistan and
Pakistan was a former Guantanamo
detainee, as is one of al Qaeda’s most
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senior leaders in the Arabian Peninsula.

As he released terrorists to return to
the field of battle, Mr. Obama was
simultaneously withdrawing American
forces from Iraq and Afghanistan. He
calls this policy “ending wars.” Most
reasonable people recognize this
approach as losing wars.

Times may change, but the bottomless pit of
Cheney lies and evil do not. As Charlie Savage
pointed out on Twitter, the two terrorists the
Cheneys refer to were actually released back to
the “field of battle” by Bush and Cheney, not
Obama. Was Obama involved in the story? Yes, he
would be the one who actually tracked them down
and killed them.

And then there is the failure to learn the
lessons of the failed torture regime Bush and
Cheney instituted as the hallmark of the “War on
Terror”. Our friend, and former colleague,
Spencer Ackerman has a must read three part
series over the last three days in The Guardian
(Part One, Part Two and Part Three) detailing
how the CIA rolled the Obama Administration and
prevented any of the necessary exposure,
accountability and reform that was desperately
needed in the aftermath of the torture regime
and war of aggression in Iraq. It will take a
while, but read all three parts. It is
exasperating and maddening. It is also
journalism at its finest.

And so, as we glide through the fifteenth
anniversary of September 11, what are we left
with from our response to the attacks? A
destabilized world, an ingraining of hideous
mistakes and a domestic scene more notable for
jingoism and faux patriotism than dedication to
the founding principles that America should
stand for.

That is not what the real heroes, not only of
9/11 but the totality of American history, died
to support and protect. In fact, it is an insult
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to their efforts and lives. If America wants to
win the “War on Terror”, we need to get our
heads out of our asses, quit listening to the
neocons, war mongers, and military industrial
complex Dwight Eisenhower warned us about, and
act intelligently. This requires a cessation of
adherence to jingoistic and inane propaganda and
thought, and a focus on the principles we are
supposed to stand for.

THE UGLY POLITICAL
SOCK PUPPETRY OF
ARIZONA’S TOP
EDUCATOR

Despite the obvious heat
surplus and water shortage
issues, Arizona continues
to be one of the most
growth intensive states,
and has pegged much of its
future on what can be
loosely called “smart
sectors” such as
information technology,
solar, chip making and,

indeed, higher education itself as evidenced by
the recent Starbucks/Arizona State University
partnership.

You would think, given the above factors, and
many more, Arizonans would be meticulous and
scrupulous about the leaders they elect to
shepherd the state’s educational system. But you
would be wrong.

The power and control of Arizona’s education
system rests in the hands of an elected State
Superintendent of Public Instruction. Sadly, it
has been a position occupied by common, and
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morally bankrupt, conservative political hacks
of late. From 2003 through 2011, the office, the
fifth highest elected office in Arizona, was
held by Tom Horne, the current embattled
Attorney General of Arizona. Horne was a line
construction lawyer who up and got elected
Superintendent of Public Instruction. But, hey,
how much worse is that than when a podunk lawn
mower repairman got elected Maricopa County
Sheriff (which was before the office went
totally into the sewer with former travel agent
Joe Arpaio).

Okay, Horne was awful as Superintendent of
Public Instruction (and has disgraced the office
of AG even worse since), but once he left, one
John Huppenthal was elected to cover the
educational interests of Arizona’s children. And
since January 2011, Huppenthal has been the one
in charge of Arizona’s education.

Who is John Huppenthal? Pretty much an up
through the ranks of the bat shit crazy Arizona
state legislature right wing political climber.
People who lived in Huppenthal’s district in the
late 90’s, when he was an Arizona State Senator,
can attest that the man compulsively and
inexplicably robo-called with all kinds of
dogmatic messages, at all hours of the day and
night. To the point to where some literally were
forced to contact his office and threaten suit
if it did not stop on their phone. Huppenthal
and his office were stunningly cavalier and
arrogant about Huppenthal’s compulsive robo-
calling. Yet he took to it again as
Superintendent of Public Instruction in an
effort to undermine the public schools he was
entrusted with protecting and, instead, cravenly
support private vouchers taking money away from
public schools.

Such is great flavor as to the “measure of the
man” that is John Huppenthal, but still mostly
ancient history. How has the aggressively
dogmatic Huppenthal done as Superintendent of
Public Instruction, i.e. Arizona’s top educator?
Same old story; same old song and dogmatic
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nutjob dance. You may remember the controversy
over “banned textbooks” by the Tucson Unified
School District a little over two years ago from
the somewhat hyperbolic and inaccurate “Jeff
Biggers Salon expose“. Well, that whole ordeal,
contrary to Biggers’ Salon framing, was never
the fault of the Tucson Unified School District,
but, was nearly completely the doing of the
compulsively dogmatic conservative John
Huppenthal. That is who John Huppenthal is.

To sum up, Arizona is a growing state,
aggressively seeking the educated, who in turn
want quality education for their young. Instead
we give them the likes of Tom Horne and John
Huppenthal. As a result, Arizona, for all the
luster, is lagging pathetically in education
because of dogmatically blinded and visionless
leaders.

So, who is this “education leader” John
Huppenthal that has led Arizona to barely be
above Mississippi and Arkansas in the bottom ten
of American education? Well, as hinted above, he
is an obsessive/compulsive right wing political
animal. And, it turns out, his compulsive
behavior is so obsessive that it carries well
over into his duties as Arizona Superintendent
of Public Instruction. In the form of Huppenthal
being an obsessive political sock puppet blog
troll.

Okay, granted, political blog sock puppets are a
dime a dozen, or, you know, less. But it is a
far different story when multiple anonymous sock
puppets are being run by a major state’s
Superintendent of Public Instruction. In this
case Arizona’s one and only John Huppenthal.
From Bob Lord, who has done yeoman’s work on
this at Blog For Arizona:

Okay, for the few of you who have not
figured this out yet, by all indication
our friend Thucky is John Huppenthal,
the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, which is the fifth highest
elected office in the state.
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This may be a first. I don’t know of any
other elected official who has led a
double life as a serial blog troll
besides John Huppenthal. Chalk that up
to Arizona having the market cornered on
political craziness, I guess.

The story here is that Blog For Arizona is a
small, but quite important and statewide,
progressive political blog in Arizona. For years
it has taken on the assortment of right wing
“conservative” nut jobs that have been dragging
Arizona’s present, and future, down. Including,
of course, John Huppenthal. For quite some time,
a couple of aggressively defiant and apologetic
“commenters” have appeared at Blog for Arizona
to defend Huppenthal under, at a minimum, the
screen names “Thucydides” and “Falcon9”.

Turns out both sock puppet screen names are
almost surely none other than Arizona
Superintendent of Public Instruction John
Huppenthal. In the Phoenix New Times, Stephen
Lemons (aka the “Feathered Bastard”) relates
many of Huppenthal’s erstwhile greatest sock
puppet hits.

Here is a great video report by Brahm Resnik,
and featuring excerpts from an interview he did
with Bob Lord as well as comments by media
expert Dan Gillmor of the ASU Cronkite School of
Journalism. [I would embed it but for the fact
there are no available reasonable embed controls
and the thing auto plays, which just is not
permissible on this site. Extremely poor form by
Arizona Central and KPNX 12 News]

So, not only is Huppenthal a book banning right
wing nut job, he is an anonymous political blog
troll – with multiple identities – obsessively,
albeit covertly, policing reporting on his own
true life self. Not only does Huppenthal,
through his sock puppets, aggressively defend
himself at all cost, he also attacks other
politicians he dislikes, like the outstanding
current Democratic candidate for Arizona
Attorney General, Felecia Rotellini.
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Think Huppenthal is a disgrace to his public
office, and position as the leader of Arizona
public education? Sure. But, wait, there is
more! Much more. Huppenthal has done this on,
arguably, taxpayer time on the job, and
unquestionably via the misuse of state equipment
and resources.

Arizona Administrative Code Title Two, Chapter
Five provides, inter alia:

R2-5A-501. Standards of Conduct
A. Required conduct. A state employee
shall at all times:
1. Comply with federal and state laws
and rules, and agency policies and
directives;
2. Maintain high standards of honesty,
integrity, and impartiality, free from
personal considerations, or favoritism;
….
4. Conduct himself or herself in a
manner that will not bring discredit or
embarrassment to the state.
B. Prohibited conduct. A state employee
shall not:
1. Use his or her official position for
personal gain, or attempt to use, or
use, confidential information for
personal advantage;
….
5. Directly or indirectly use or allow
the use of state equipment or property
of any kind, including equipment and
property leased to the state, for other
than official activities unless
authorized by written agency policy or
as otherwise allowed by these rules;

The Arizona Republic and local Channel 12 NBC
News, through the excellent Brahm Resnik, has
reported Huppenthal used his office at the
Department of Education in his anonymous sock
puppet political blog trolling and commenting
(see the video linked above). I have
independently confirmed, via Bob Lord at Blog
For Arizona – where many (but far from all) of
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the comments were made – that dedicated Arizona
Department of Education IP addresses were used.

Pretty hard to look at Huppenthal’s putative
conduct here and not see how, at a minimum, it
is in direct violation of R2-5A-501(A)(2 and 4),
maintaining honesty and integrity and conducting
oneself so as to not discredit and/or embarrass
the state, not to mention R2-5A-501(B)(5) misuse
of state property and equipment for other than
official activities. The putative technical
violations are patently obvious.

Most damningly, there is precedent for
investigation, sanction and termination of
governmental officials in Arizona for violative
conduct such as misuse of governmental computer
networks and political hatcheting. In 2008, high
ranking Maricopa County official Al Macias was
terminated for conduct directly analogous to
that which Huppenthal stands accused of, and
under directly similar ethical guidelines.

While the firing of a county official is a far
different thing than removal of a top elected
state official, the previous standard should
serve as a wake up call to both the press and
state ethics officials in Arizona on the
purported conduct of State Superintendent of
Public Instruction John Huppenthal.

Should the students, teachers and citizens of
Arizona expect any substantive investigation
into Huppenthal’s ethical lapses in conduct? Of
course not, because that would almost certainly
have to come from the Arizona Attorney General’s
Office run by fellow embattled conservative
Republican, and Huppenthal’s direct predecessor,
Tom Horne. Hard to envision the scenario where
Horne is not so busy fighting off his own
charges of impropriety that he would be willing
to take on a fellow kindred wing nut.

It is a story worth telling and investigating,
and one the citizens of Arizona should hear;
let’s hope more of the press, both state and
national, follow up on where Brahm Resnik,
Stephen Lemons and Bob Lord have had the courage
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to lead.

ADIOS ARPAIO – THE
FISCAL AND LEGAL CASE
FOR REMOVAL OF
SHERIFF JOE

America,
indeed the
nation, is in
a financial
and legal
moribund
lurch. No
longer, if
there ever
was, is there
taxpayer money

and ethics left on balance to be wasted on
entrenched politicians sucking at our tit. You
say your’s is the worst? Well, then you do not
live in Maricopa County Arizona, the home of
Sheriff Joe Arpaio.

It is time for Sheriff Joe to go. ADIOS ARPAIO!
There is a fiscal, legal and moral case to do
so.

My friend Tim Murphy, of Mother Jones, laid out
the “bizarre” freak show nature of Arpaio’s
current reelection campaign in superb detail.
But only part of the story was told,
understandable as there is SO much to tell in
the Arpaio saga. Here is the rest of, or at
least some of the rest of, the story.

Joe Arpaio did not magically come to be Sheriff
of Maricopa County. It happened because the two
previous occupants of the Sheriff’s Office were,
shall we say, problematic on their own. There
was Dick Godbehere, who was, prior to being
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Sheriff of the fourth largest county in the
United States, literally a lawn mower repairman.
No, I kid you not. And he served with the same
level of sophistication you would expect of a
lawn mower repairman.

Then came Tom Agnos, who was supposed to return
“professionalism” to the Maricopa County
Sheriff’s Office (MCSO). But Agnos was a
subservient Sun City resident who led the MCSO
into not just the biggest cock-up in Maricopa
county law enforcement history, but one of
national and international proportion. The
Buddhist Temple Murder Case where nine buddhist
monks and acolytes were lined up and shot in the
back of the head, execution style, at the Wat
Promkunaram Buddhist Temple on the west side of
Phoenix.

It was out of the Buddhist Temple Murders Joe
Arpaio came to be. A group of prominent Phoenix
trial attorneys, both criminal and civil, wanted
an alternative to Tom Agnos and the whitewashing
coverup he was conducting on one of the greatest
coerced false confession cases in world history.
The group of trial lawyers coalesced around the
upstart primary candidacy of a local travel
agent with a colorful background. Yep, one
Joseph Arpaio.

Joseph Arpaio promised that initial group of
trial lawyers he would clean up the MCSO,
release the damning internal report of the gross
misconduct that had occurred in the Temple
Murder Case under Tom Agnos, which lead to at
least four false and heinously coerced
confessions, and that he would refuse, under all
circumstances, to serve more than one term in
office. It was a promise made and, obviously, a
promise long ago broken.
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To be
fair,
Arpaio
did
releas
e the
intern
al
report
on the
Temple
Murder
Case, which led to five plus million dollar
settlement for some of the most wrongfully
arrested souls in American history. But with
that promise kept within a short time of taking
office, Joe Arpaio breached the solid promise he
made to the people who gave him the seed funding
carrying him into office. And Arpaio has made a
mockery of his word, as a man, ever since by
repeatedly running for office and sinking
Maricopa County into depths of depravity and
fiscal distress beyond comprehension, from the
vantage of the MCSO.

Arpaio’s false pretenses to get elected have
turned into the fodder of liability for the
county he was supposedly elected to serve and
protect.

How deep has Arpaio’s liability effected the
taxpayers, and residents, of Maricopa County? To
the tune of at least $50 Million dollars. AT
LEAST. Because that figure not only does not
count the costs of defense, and they are usually
astronomical in the larger cases against Arpaio,
because he never admits responsibility, but also
does not consider Maricopa County is self
insured and may not, necessarily, publicly
disclose all smaller payouts. There may, or may
not, be a lot more payout, or a lot more, we
just don’t know.

So, what is the ledger to date? Here it is is in
all its sick glory. $50 Million dollars of
unnecessary payout, all because of a man, who
promised, and who was initially sponsored, and
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brought to election, by a group who wanted
change and the diametric opposite of what came
to be.

Here is the worse part: the $50 Million figure
is, by all appearances, devoid of the real and
hard actual costs of defending all the action on
which payout was made in that spreadsheet. Hard
costs are known in the legal world as attorney
fees, court costs, expert witness fees, service
costs, evidentiary laboratory fees – in short,
fees that can add up to millions in, and among,
themselves, irrespective of the underlying root
liability payouts. In short, the $50 Million you
see in the ledger is but a fraction of the real
cost of Joe Arpaio’s criminally and civilly
negligent insolence as Sheriff of Maricopa
County. Nor does the figure, of course, include
the losses that already should have come from
the Deborah Braillard case, much less the Matty
Atensio case.

Who is Matthew Atensio represented by? That
would be by one prime example of tort liability
counterbalance to egregious wrongdoing, Michael
Manning. Who is Michael Manning? Well, Manning
is the grinning man in the photograph above,
with the somewhat soullessly dumbfounded Joe
Arpaio at a charity fundraiser. Manning has a
right to grin at the sight of the “Toughest
Sheriff In America”, because Michael Manning,
alone, has taken the greatest portion of the
nearly $50 Million (and very much increasingly
counting) toll on the taxpayers of Maricopa
County, the narcissistic propaganda obsessed
figurine Joe Arpaio has cost. And Manning and
fellow Phoenix attorney Joel B. Robbins, have
laid the wood to Sheriff Joe, and the worst is
yet to com in the form of the Atensio litigation
and other compelling cases (not to mention
Braillard which should have settled and, now,
instead awaits a larger jury verdict on already
determined damages).

You think the moral and tort liability train
fueled and paid by the taxpayers and citizens of
Maricopa County has sailed into the sunset? Oh
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no. There are mountains of liability and
taxpayer’s coffer’s payouts on the horizon. The
only question is if the residents and voters of
Maricopa County will wake up and end the madness
now, or whether they will give yet another term
of office to the Most Liable and Wasteful
Sheriff In American History”.

The dedicated folks at “Adios Arpaio” have done
yeoman’s work in identifying, registering, and
encouraging tens of thousands, if not more of,
not just latino, but voters of all colors and
stripes, to vote in this election. A heroic
effort.

But where does that leave the citizens of
Maricopa County? Arguably still short against
the self promoting dynamo that is Sheriff Joe
Arpaio. It is a living monument to the benign
destruction caused by hyped belligerence,
ignorance and apathy in a designated and
restricted electorate. Joseph Arpaio came into
office as the the promised one term agent of
well meaning, and will leave, to the shame of
Maricopa County as perhaps the most disgraceful
official ever elected in the county. The only
question is, whether that is now or four years
from now.

Will morality and justice be delayed? By the
real signs on the ground in Arizona, as opposed
to national hype, probably no. It will,
nevertheless, be an everlasting blemish on the
character of the electorate of Maricopa County.
It wasn’t as if you, and actually we, didn’t
know.

The better question is what becomes of the
righteous Adios Arpaio movement? Honestly, if
this level of awareness and action had been
brought here in relation, early on, to the Scott
Norberg deaths at the Maricopa County Jail
facilities run by Joe Arpaio, perhaps soooo much
more death, destruction and liability could have
been avoided. Not to detract from anything,
everything, existing now, that did not then, in
the way of putting a stop to Arpaio, is it
enough? No, likely the current effort, much less



this post, is not.

But, then, let it not be said there was not
effort and argument made between then and now.
There is a man, Arpaio, who should be removed
from office and, if the electorate’s voice is
willing to suffer exactly that, a remedy for the
corpse of Matty Atensio, who died for Jesus’s
sins, but so far, apparently, not Arpaio’s sins.
Like an imperious “Wall Street Bankster”.

Where is the bullshit in Maricopa County going
to end? Will the truth of the civil, criminal
and moral liability of “The Toughest Sheriff in
Town” be exposed? Only the voters of Arizona,
who are not half as stupid as generally
portrayed, will decide.

I sincerely hope intelligence and discretion win
out over appearance and material duplicity. But,
then again, such would not seem to be the
characteristic of the modern Arizona electorate.
It is a screwed up place in a screwed up time.

But, if the Leader of the Free World, Barack
Obama,much less Joe Biden, cannot even be
bothered to haul at least one of their self
serving ass here to Arizona, when the election
and morals are on the line, in a state in the
process of turning from Red to Blue under the
absentee watch, then why exactly should lifelong
Democrats here give a flying fuck about the
national ticket? Seriously, tell me why?

So, there is no national action, to even
respectably mention, in Arizona. Arizona has
been left to fend for itself as being useless
and worthless by a craven two party system of
two hollow jackasses but, even more
significantly, by a national press system of
court jester reporters, stenographers, and thin
skinned puppet stringed mopes who cannot tell
the difference between themselves and the common
political flaming jackasses they cover. There is
a national press who shouts “Semper Fi” while
selling out everything they were trained and
hired to do. I know several will read this, the
question is who among them will adopt it, who
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will ignore it, and who will whine like pathetic
thin skinned poseurs? Boo yah bitches, I am
waiting. Show us your colors; if you cannot now
in the heat of battle, then when? Answer up.

Which leaves us where we entered, with Sheriff
Joe Arpaio. Arpaio is a blight upon Maricopa
County. Unelect him. Adios Arpaio.

There are further vignettes to be painted
regarding Arpaio. Here are a couple of
particularly poignant ones. Arpaio And Thomas:
The Most Unethical Sheriff And Prosecutor In
America Conspire To Abuse Power And Obstruct
Justice oh, and not to mention the seminal
“House Judiciary Cuffs Joe Arpaio, The Most
Abusive Sheriff In America“. Read and know both
if you want to know Sheriff Joe.

Unelect this guy!

WHEREIN DC SIR
LANCELOTS TURN THEIR
TAIL AND FLEE LIKE
CANDYASS SIR ROBINS
Attention Americans:

Those brave elected and appointed
representatives who represent YOU in the Federal
Government are fleeing! Well, granted, I guess
that doesn’t really account for the elected
members of Congress who have been diddling and
twiddling their thumbs, among other things, for
a while now in order to suck at the tit of
corporate cash, while doing nothing for you on
the record at their elected jobs (no, Darrell
Issa’s dog and pony show doesn’t count) and
throw it around to perpetuate a fraud on you.

But, as they say in movies, that is something
completely different.

http://www.emptywheel.net/2009/12/09/arpaio-and-thomas-the-most-unethical-sheriff-and-prosecutor-in-america-conspire-to-abuse-power-and-obstruct-justice/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2009/12/09/arpaio-and-thomas-the-most-unethical-sheriff-and-prosecutor-in-america-conspire-to-abuse-power-and-obstruct-justice/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2009/12/09/arpaio-and-thomas-the-most-unethical-sheriff-and-prosecutor-in-america-conspire-to-abuse-power-and-obstruct-justice/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2009/12/09/arpaio-and-thomas-the-most-unethical-sheriff-and-prosecutor-in-america-conspire-to-abuse-power-and-obstruct-justice/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2009/02/14/house-judiciary-cuffs-joe-arpaio-the-most-abusive-sheriff-in-america/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2009/02/14/house-judiciary-cuffs-joe-arpaio-the-most-abusive-sheriff-in-america/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/10/28/wherein-dc-sir-lancelots-turn-their-tail-and-flee-like-candyass-sir-robins/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/10/28/wherein-dc-sir-lancelots-turn-their-tail-and-flee-like-candyass-sir-robins/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/10/28/wherein-dc-sir-lancelots-turn-their-tail-and-flee-like-candyass-sir-robins/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2012/10/28/wherein-dc-sir-lancelots-turn-their-tail-and-flee-like-candyass-sir-robins/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2012/10/02/why-cant-darrell-issa-read-the-wall-street-journal/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2012/10/02/why-cant-darrell-issa-read-the-wall-street-journal/


No, here is the notice I take just a little
umbrage with:

Non-emergency employees (including
employees on pre-approved paid leave)
will be granted excused absence
(administrative leave) for the number of
hours they were scheduled to work unless
they are:

required to telework,

on official travel outside of
the Washington, DC, area,

on leave without pay, or

on an alternative work schedule
(AWS) day off.

Telework-Ready Employees who are
scheduled to perform telework on the day
of the announcement or who are required
to perform unscheduled telework on a day
when Federal offices are closed to the
public must telework the entire workday
or request leave, or a combination of
both, in accordance with their agencies’
policies and procedures, subject to any
applicable collective bargaining
requirements.

Emergency Employees are expected to
report to their worksites unless
otherwise directed by their agencies.

As friend of the blog, Timothy Shorrock, noted:

No government Monday. A state of anarchy
will reign!

I’m with Tim, we are all SO SCREWED!

Okay, and I’m going to take a flyer that Mr.
Shorrock agrees, the nation may not only
survive, but actually prosper without the usual
cabal of corrupt con men and bloodsuckers that
generally run things in Washington DC on a
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“normal” day. Call me crazy, but I am going out
on that limb.

Here is my issue: They are all bozos on that
bus. Pretty much all of the NOAA, CNN and other
data intensive models have been prediting this
likely Sand path for days.

Our Men in Havana, er, I mean men and women in
DC, are just figuring this out now??? Perhaps
the usual rhesus monkey brains were otherwise
occupied still figuring out the Administration’s
housing policy.

And, look at the directive. What does it really
say? That the poohbahs suggest common workers,
just being notified a couple of hours before
they go to sleep, do what they were already
doing, or already had the option to do, and work
from home. For any others unable to do so, the
suggestion is they take leave.

In short, the real backbone of the federal
government, the regular workers, are being
treated in a tardy and tawdry manner.

By the 1% MOTUs. Shocking, no?

So, while the politicians who are not already
cravenly out of town on your dime are absent,
even the remaining Knights of The Pinhead Table
run like crazed Sir Robins.

Ain’t that America?

Uh, yeah, so tomorrow will be different from
exactly what other day you federal jackasses??

Because, Congress, the DOJ, the SEC, the FEC,
the NLRB, and all the rest, BEFORE SANDY, were
sooooooo totally responsive to the needs and
desires of their constituents.

On a serious note, this hurricane is pretty
clearly a grave matter for human safety. Care
SHOULD be taken. The projected damage had the
DC/Eastern Virginia/Maryland area in the cone of
danger in nearly every projection.

The federal government waited until now to tell
regular workers, the real backbone of our
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functioning government to, paraphrasing “stay at
home if you have that already available, or
otherwise work as best you can.

That is loathsome from a leadership of cowardly
and craven Sir Robins. And, on the remote chance
you do not understand what a “Sir Robin” is,
watch the video.

ONLY IN FLORIDA:
CONGRESSMAN DAVID
RIVERA FUNDS SHAM
CANDIDATE, FACES
ETHICS CHARGES, FBI
PROBE – DOESN’T
RESIGN
Proving that Florida is the fetid swamp where
political rectitude goes to decay and die a foul
death, Congressman David Rivera (R-FL) has
raised the bar for misdeeds in office without
resigning in disgrace.

In late September, Manny Garcia and Marc Caputo
of the Miami Herald documented that Rivera had
secretly funded a campaign for a sham candidate
in the August Democratic primary in Rivera’s
Florida district:

Justin Lamar Sternad, whose failed
congressional campaign became the
subject of a federal grand-jury
investigation, has told the FBI that
U.S. Rep. David Rivera was secretly
behind his run for office, The Miami
Herald and El Nuevo Herald have learned.

Sternad, 35, also told authorities that
his campaign manager, Ana Sol Alliegro,
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acted as the conduit between the
campaign and Rivera, who allegedly
steered unreported cash to the
Democrat’s campaign, according to
sources familiar with the investigation
and records shared with The Herald.

Sternad said Alliegro referred to the
congressman by his initials, “D.R.,” and
called him by the nickname, “The
Gangster.”

On October 1, Garcia and Caputo informed us that
the Republican Party in Florida is preparing for
two outcomes for Rivera – indictment or a loss:

Bracing for embattled U.S. Rep. David
Rivera to be indicted or lose his
election, Republicans have started
lining up potential successors to regain
the seat in 2014 if the congressman’s
Democrat opponent defeats him in
November.

Rivera has at least become toxic to other
Republicans in Florida, but his ties to
prominent Florida Republicans are very strong:

Rivera’s closest ally, U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio, has been keeping his distance
from Rivera as well. The two remain
friends and own a Tallahassee home
together that briefly went into
foreclosure in 2010 when both former
state representatives ran for higher
office.

Rivera no longer attends high-profile
events with the senator or with
presidential candidate Mitt Romney, who
held an event in Rivera’s district where
the congressman was the only top
Republican no-show.

Yup, Rivera is so toxic politically that he
can’t even show his face when his closest
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political ally and the Republican nominee for
President are holding a rally in his own
district. Even in the face of that reality,
Rivera still has not resigned.

So far, even the eleven ethics charges filed
against him yesterday still have not pushed him
over that final hurdle into resigning:

Already facing FBI probes and a daunting
reelection, U.S. Rep. David Rivera was
charged Wednesday by state authorities
with 11 counts of violating ethics laws
for filing bogus financial disclosure
forms, misusing campaign funds and
concealing a $1 million consulting
contract with a Miami gambling business
while serving in the state Legislature.

Investigators with the Florida
Commission on Ethics found that Rivera’s
secret deal to work as a political
consultant for the Magic City Casino —
formerly the Flagler Dog Track — created
a conflict of interest for the lawmaker.
The ethics panel also found that the
Republican broke state ethics laws by
failing to fully disclose his finances
from 2005 to 2009.

/snip/

Rivera signed a consulting contract with
the Magic City Casino’s owners in 2006
to run a campaign to win voter approval
for slot machines at Miami-Dade pari-
mutuels. But Rivera had the money from
the deal sent to Millennium Marketing, a
company founded by his mother and
godmother, records show. Rivera then
received at least $132,000 back from
Millennium — money that Rivera has
called loans that did not have to be
disclosed.

At least even Republican polls are indicating
that Rivera will lose his race by about ten
points, so it appears that the voters in
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Rivera’s district are paying attention. It will
be very interesting to see how Rivera reacts
once he has been voted out of office and is
facing potential criminal charges. Will he turn
on his former colleagues? What nuggets could he
offer in return for lesser charges?

R.I.P. SENATOR
SPECTER, YOU WILL BE
MISSED

The Snarlin has
ceased; via CBS News:

US Senator Arlen Specter, whose
political career took him from
Philadelphia City Hall to the US
Congress, died Sunday morning at his
home in Philadelphia at the age of 82
from complications of non-Hodgkins
Lymphoma. He was born February 12, 1930.

His career was marked by what the
pundits and Specter himself called
“fierce independence.” But long before
Specter ever stepped onto the Senate
floor in Washington DC, he made it into
national prominence by serving as
assistant counsel for the Warren
Commission, which investigated the 1963
assassination of Pres. John F. Kennedy.
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Specter postulated the controversial
“single-bullet theory” that was
eventually embraced by the panel and
still stands to this day, despite the
cry of conspiracy theorists who say
there was more than one gunman in Dallas
that November day.

“Admittedly a strange path for a bullet
to take, but sometimes truth is stranger
than fiction,” Specter said.

We have had a complicated relationship with
Arlen Specter here at Emptywheel, sometimes
castigating him, sometimes praising him,
sometimes laughing at him, sometimes laughing
with him. Specter engendered all those things.
But I always sensed a very decent heart beating
underneath Specter’s surface, even if it was all
too often masked by his votes for, and often
vociferous support of, ever more destructive
policies of the right.

For this, Specter earned the nickname “Scottish
Haggis” here in the annals of Emptywheel. The
term had its root in Mr. Specter’s predilection
for Scottish Law, and goes all the way back to
the original incarnation at The Next Hurrah. For
a number of reasons, offal and otherwise, it was
a nickname that stuck and seemed appropos and
seemed to reflect the complicated nature of
Senator Specter.

On a personal note, I did not have an abundance
of interaction with Sen. Specter and his office,
but in that which I did have, I found him and
his office to be beyond both kind and
professional. One instance stands head and
shoulders above the others, and surrounded the
Obama scuttled nomination of Dawn Johnsen to be
head of the Office of Legal Counsel (OLC). It
was my contention from the outset that the whip
count votes were there to confirm Professor
Johnsen for the job she was perfect for. And, in
the roiling aftermath of the Bush/Cheney unitary
executive excesses, the country desperately
needed Johnsen’s intellectual sense of honesty
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and Constitutional integrity.

The only reason Dawn Johnsen did not get
confirmed as OLC head was Barack Obama used her
as false bait and cat nip for the more noisy
progressive liberals. It was a glaring sign of
depressing things to come from the not nearly as
Constitution minded Barack Obama as had been
pitched in his election run. Not only could
Johnsen have been confirmed, as I pointed out
before, she could also have been recess
appointed by Obama. Despite all the ridicule I
took at the time, that point has been proved
conclusively by the later recess appointment of
Richard Cordray to be head of the CFPB (another
instance of Obama using a supremely qualified
progressive, Elizabeth Warren, as bait and then
hanging her out to dry).

The point was never that Dawn Johnsen couldn’t
be confirmed, it was that Barack Obama and the
insiders of his White House did not want her
confirmed into leadership of the OLC. I knew
that from talking to several inside the DOJ and
Senate Judiciary Committee, but that was all off
the record. When I found an obscure old comment
from Arlen Specter indicating he was willing to
support a cloture vote for Johnsen as far back
as his second meeting with Dawn Johnsen on or
about May 12, 2009, it was by then an old, and
quite obscure comment. Specter could have walked
it back or dissembled on the subject.

Arlen Specter didn’t walk it back or dissemble,
instead he personally confirmed it to me. With
the already in the bag vote of Sen. Richard
Lugar, that was the 60 votes for Dawn Johnsen at
OLC. Specter knew it would infuriate both the
GOP and the Obama White House, and he knew
exactly what story I was writing. He stood up.
Oh, and, yes, he knew about “Scottish Haggis”
too. The man had a sense of humor.

For the above vignette, and several others, I
will always have a soft spot in my heart for
Snarlin Arlen Specter. His life and work in
government spanned over five decades, he has got
my salute today.
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Sen. Specter repeatedly had to fight off serious
cancer, and he did so with aplomb, courage and
his good humor. He also was a tireless champion
for the NIH and funding of cancer and stem cell
research. When confronted with the last battle,
the one which finally took him, Specter was
upbeat, defiant and determined to get back to
his part time hobby of stand up comedy. May the
Scottish Haggis have many laughs wherever he may
travel.

DEADLY ISAAC WAS AT
2008 REPUBLICAN
CONVENTION
No, not Tropical Storm Isaac, which is expected
to become a hurricane later today and hit New
Orleans late tonight or tomorrow morning as the
Republican National Convention parties on in
Tampa. This Isaac is Isaac Aguigui, whom
prosecutors in southeast Georgia identify as the
ringleader of a militia formed among soldiers
stationed at Fort Stewart who had big plans for
assassinations and bombings, even including a
plan to kill President Obama. Three other active
duty soldiers along with Aguigui initially were
indicted by the Army for the deaths of a former
soldier and his girlfriend last December. Gawker
discovered yesterday that an Isaac Aguigui is
shown in this Reuters photo from the 2008
Republican National Convention in Minneapolis,
where Reuters identifies Aguigui as a page.

Here is how AP’s Russ Bynum described the plot:

“This domestic terrorist organization
did not simply plan and talk,”
prosecutor Isabel Pauley told a Superior
Court judge. “Prior to the murders in
this case, the group took action.
Evidence shows the group possessed the
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knowledge, means and motive to carry out
their plans.”

/snip/

The prosecutor said the militia group
had big plans. It plotted to take over
Fort Stewart by seizing its ammunition
control point and talked of bombing the
Forsyth Park fountain in nearby
Savannah, she said. In Washington state,
she added, the group plotted to bomb a
dam and poison the state’s apple crop.
Ultimately, prosecutors said, the
militia’s goal was to overthrow the
government and assassinate the
president.

It appears that the murder victims, former
soldier Michael Roark and his girlfriend,
Tiffany York (the Daily Mail has their
photographs), were killed because Aguigui viewed
them as “loose ends” as Roark was in the process
of leaving the military but had been a part of
the militia group.

Aguigui funded the group with an insurance
settlement coming from the death of his pregnant
wife under highly suspicious circumstances. Also
from Bynum’s article:

Pauley said Aguigui funded the militia
using $500,000 in insurance and benefit
payments from the death of his pregnant
wife a year ago. Aguigui was not charged
in his wife’s death, but Pauley told the
judge her death was “highly suspicious.”

She said Aguigui used the money to buy
$87,000 worth of semiautomatic assault
rifles, other guns and bomb components
that were recovered from the accused
soldiers’ homes and from a storage
locker. He also used the insurance
payments to buy land for his militia
group in Washington state, Pauley said.
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Here is Gawker on their find of the photo of
Aguigui at the 2008 Republican National
Convention:

Isaac Aguigui, the Army private and
alleged ringleader of a plot to
assassinate Barack Obama and “take over”
Ft. Stewart in Georgia, apparently
served as a page at the 2008 Republican
National Convention in Minnesota. That’s
his mug shot after he was arrested for
the alleged murder of Pvt. Michael Roark
on the left. At right is a 2008 Reuters
photo with the caption: “Republican
National Convention page Isaac Aguigui
watches from the edge of the floor at
the start of the first session of the
2008 Republican National Convention in
St. Paul, Minnesota September 1, 2008.”

Of course, there could be two Isaac
Aguiguis who look startlingly alike.

Somehow I doubt that we will learn that the
Isaac Aguigui who was a page at the 2008
Republican National Convention is not the Isaac
Aguigui who led the plot to assassinate
President Obama.

I wonder how many future terrorists are at this
year’s Republican National Convention in Tampa.
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