GOP NOT ANXIOUS TO
END JOHN ROBERTS’
UNILATERAL REIGN
APPOINTING FISA
JUDGES

FWIW, Roger “Broccoli” Vinson aside, John
Roberts has been appointing some solidly
conservative, but nevertheless not lockstep
Republicans to the FISA Court in recent years.
But especially given the degree to which the
FISC is now playing what former FISC judge James
Robertson called a policy role, it is all the
more inappropriate to have the Chief Justice, of
whatever party, unilaterally pick FISC judges.

And some members of Congress — Adam Schiff in
the House and Richard Blumenthal in the Senate —
are trying to change that.

Curiously, however, while Republicans are happy
to cosponsor legislation to force FISC to
publish their opinions, Schiff, at least, has
had no success finding a Republican cosponsor to
support moves to take the FISC appointments out
of John Roberts’ hands.

Schiff’s having a tougher time finding
GOP co-sponsors for a second measure
that would require Presidential
nomination and Senate confirmation of
FISA judges. Currently they are
appointed by U.S. Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Roberts.

I guess whatever claims GOP Representatives make
about wanting to impose some controls on this
dragnet take a back seat to maximizing party
influence?
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