DICK CHENEY PREPARES
TO FEARMONGER AGAIN
ON ALUMINUM TUBE
DAY
On September 8,
2002, the paper
copy of the NYT
published this
story:

More than a decade after Saddam Hussein
agreed to give up weapons of mass
destruction, Iraq has stepped up its
quest for nuclear weapons and has
embarked on a worldwide hunt for
materials to make an atomic bomb, Bush
administration officials said today.
In the last 14 months, Iraq has sought
to buy thousands of specially designed
aluminum tubes, which American officials
believe were intended as components of
centrifuges to enrich uranium. American
officials said several efforts to
arrange the shipment of the aluminum
tubes were blocked or intercepted but
declined to say, citing the sensitivity
of the intelligence, where they came
from or how they were stopped.
The diameter, thickness and other
technical specifications of the aluminum
tubes had persuaded American
intelligence experts that they were

meant for Iraq’s nuclear program,
officials said, and that the latest
attempt to ship the material had taken
place in recent months.

Scooter Libby’s grand jury testimony strongly
suggested Condi Rice was one source for the
article. On the 8th, Rice and Dick Cheney took
to the Sunday shows to fearmonger in support of
war on Iraq, citing back to the NYT article.
”From a marketing point of view,” Andy Card
boasted of his PR approach once, ”you don’t
introduce new products in August.”
Which is why Aluminum Tube Day is such a
wonderful time to roll out a war: one of the
first days in September after everyone has
returned from their Labor Day holidays.
Admittedly, the fearmongers are already heavily
pushing propaganda, using some of the same tired
tactics. They’re even getting National Defense
University professors to attack the experts
supporting — or even just demanding necessary
underlying details before condemning — the Iran
deal. With more and more Democratic senators
announcing support for the Iran deal, Aluminum
Tube Day may well be too late to fearmonger this
deal.

But that won’t stop Dick Cheney (and his fellow
Iraq War shill Danielle Pletka) from celebrating
Aluminum Tube Day by fearmongering again at
American Enterprise Institute.
How will you celebrate the 13th anniversary of
the kick-off of Iraq War fearmongering?

