
REPORT CONCLUDES
KHALID SHEIKH
MOHAMMED
PERSONALLY KILLED
WSJ REPORTER DANNY
PEARL
A long-term report on the murder of Danny Pearl
has just been released. The WaPo describes the
report this way.

A recently completed investigation of
the killing of Daniel Pearl in Pakistan
nine years ago makes public new evidence
that a senior al-Qaeda operative
executed the Wall Street Journal
reporter.

Khalid Sheik Mohammed — the self-
described mastermind of the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, who is being held at the
U.S. detention center at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba — said at a military hearing in
2007 that he killed Pearl. But there
have been lingering doubts about his
involvement, and the United States has
not charged him with the crime.

According to the new report, which was
prepared by faculty members and students
at Georgetown University, U.S. officials
have concluded that vascular technology,
or vein matching, shows that the hand of
the unseen man who killed Pearl on video
is that of Mohammed. The report also
says Mohammed told the FBI that a senior
al-Qaeda operative advised him to take
control of Pearl from his original
kidnappers.

The 31,000-word report, published in
conjunction with the Center for Public
Integrity at www.publicintegrity.org, is
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among the most complete and graphic
accounts of Pearl’s death. The 3 1/2-
year investigation, called the Pearl
Project, was led by Asra Q. Nomani, a
former colleague of Pearl’s at the
Journal, and Barbara Feinman Todd,
director of the journalism program at
Georgetown.

I’ll have more to say about the report in a
bit–consider this a working thread in the mean
time.

But I did want to point out the final conclusion
of the report:

Pearl’s actual murderers will likely not
stand trial for their crime. Federal
officials decided in the summer of 2006
not to add the Pearl murder to charges
against KSM in military tribunals
because they concluded that would
complicate plans to prosecute him and
four alleged accomplices in the 9/11
attacks. KSM’s suspected accomplices
aren’t expected to be charged, either.
One nephew is being tried for the 9/11
attacks, and the whereabouts of the
older nephew aren’t publicly known.


