HELEN WOULD HAVE
ASKED ABOUT THE RAPE
THREATS FOR TEENS

That last thread is getting a bit long, and
since McCaffrey the Millenialab says we’re going
on a walk NOW, I wanted to throw up more space
for discussion.

So let me just make this observation.
Apparently, not one of the crack reporters at
yesterday'’s White House press conference asked
any question about what it means that a judge
speaking for the United States of America
decided the other day that using rape threats
with teens is an acceptable way to force
confessions.

As I suggested, perhaps Robert Gibbs'’
intemperate rant wasn’t so stupid after all. It
distracted from the sad state of America’s
claims at being a law-abiding nation. Lots of
questions about the professional left. No
questions about threatening a teenager with rape
and then using the confession that results as
admissible evidence.

Which brings me to a point WaldenE made. Used to
be, these kinds of questions got asked in White
House press briefings. Back when Helen Thomas
was still the Dean of the White House press
corps, she would have asked about military
interrogators using rape threats with teens
(after which, Robert Gibbs would have sighed and
given her a patronizing response). No longer.
Because she was chased out because-they say-she
was an opinion journalist and because she made a
comment that Robert Gibbs might call “inartful.”

These things are all connected somehow..


https://www.emptywheel.net/2010/08/11/helen-would-have-asked-about-the-rape-threats-for-teens/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2010/08/11/helen-would-have-asked-about-the-rape-threats-for-teens/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2010/08/11/helen-would-have-asked-about-the-rape-threats-for-teens/
http://twitter.com/WaldenE/status/20817980400

