
PAKISTAN DENOUNCES
RAILWAY MINISTER FOR
FILMMAKER BOUNTY, US
JOINS CONDEMNATION,
IGNORING OWN
BOUNTIES

The US has condemned Pakistan’s
National Railway Minister for offering
a $100,000 bounty on the maker of the
anti-Islam film, while maintaining a
website promoting multimillion dollar
bounties on a number of people.

On Saturday, Pakistan’s Federal Railway Minister
made headlines around the world by offering a
$100,000 bounty for the killing of the maker of
“The Innocence of the Muslims” after riots
related to the film resulted in 21 deaths in
Pakistan on Friday:

Federal Railway Minister Ghulam Ahmed
Bilour announced that $100,000 will be
awarded to the person who kills the
maker of the anti-Islam blasphemous film
“Innocence of Muslims”.

Speaking to the media on Saturday,
Bilour said that there was no other way
to lodge a protest and instill fear
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among the blasphemers other than murder
of the filmmaker. “I request all the
rich people to bring out all their money
so that the killer can be loaded with
dollars and gold.”

The minister admitted of knowing that he
was committing a crime by instigating
people for murder, but said that he was
ready to be a criminal for this cause.
“If there is a case lodged against me in
the international court or in this
country’s court, I will ask people to
hand me over to them… I want to show
these countries that we will not
tolerate any such things.”

On Sunday, Pakistan’s government and Bilour’s
political party distanced themselves from
Bilour’s action:

Announcing a $100,000 bounty on
Saturday, Bilour had invited members of
the Taliban and al Qaeda to take part in
the “noble deed”, and said given the
chance he would kill the film-maker with
his own hands.

The government has “nothing to do with
the statement made by the railways
minister,” Shafqat Jalil, a spokesperson
for Premier Raja Pervaiz Ashraf told The
Express Tribune. “This is not the
government’s policy. We disassociate
(ourselves) from this.”

The next bit from Jalil is a bit lacking in
credibility:

Jalil added that even though the
incumbent government respects its
coalition partners, it could not endorse
statements that may ignite the already
provoked sentiments of Pakistanis.

I guess that declaring Friday as a national
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holiday so that everyone could take part in
demonstrations against the film was really not
expected to “ignite the already provoked
sentiments of Pakistanis”? I can’t buy that one.

We learn in the same article that Bilour’s
political party, the Awami National Party
distanced itself somewhat, saying Bilour’s
comments were his own views, but would not state
whether Bilour might face disciplinary action
from the party.

In an act undertaken without any apparent
awareness of its inherent hypocrisy, the US also
has criticized Bilour’s bounty:

The State Department weighed in Sunday,
with an official recalling that US
President Barack Obama and Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton “have both said
the video at the core of this is
offensive, disgusting, and
reprehensible.

The official added: “But that is no
justification for violence and it is
important for responsible leaders to
stand up and speak out against
violence.” Therefore we find Mr.
Bilour’s announcement is inflammatory
and inappropriate,” the official said in
a statement.

The US condemned a $100,000 bounty on one
person, while at the same time maintaining a
website promoting multimillion dollar bounties
on a number of people. Administered through the
same Department of State that issued the
condemnation of Bilour, the Rewards for Justice
program (diplomacy in action!) describes itself
in this way:

The Rewards for Justice program
continues to be one of the most valuable
U.S. Government assets in the fight
against international terrorism.
Established by the 1984 Act to Combat
International Terrorism, Public Law
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98-533, the Program is administered by
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Diplomatic Security.

Under this program, the Secretary of
State may authorize rewards for
information that leads to the arrest or
conviction of anyone who plans, commits,
or attempts international terrorist acts
against U.S. persons or property, that
prevents such acts from occurring in the
first place, that leads to the location
of a key terrorist leader, or that
disrupts terrorism financing.

The Secretary is authorized to pay a
reward greater than $25 million if
he/she determines that a greater amount
is necessary to combat terrorism or to
defend the United States against
terrorist acts.

Since the inception of the Rewards for
Justice program in 1984, the United
States Government has paid more than
$100 million to over 70 people who
provided actionable information that put
terrorists behind bars or prevented acts
of international terrorism worldwide.
The program played a significant role in
the arrest of international terrorist
Ramzi Yousef, who was convicted in the
1993 bombing of the World Trade Center.

And just in case you try to argue that this
program is only aimed at arresting suspects and
bringing them to trial, keep in mind that Osama
bin Laden also was listed at this site with a
$25 million bounty. There was discussion after
his execution on whether reward money would be
paid out:

Under a special program started by
Congress back in 1984, the U.S.
government has paid $100 million to
dozens of people who helped bring
international terrorists to justice. But

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2011/05/04/135929518/who-gets-the-27-million-reward-offered-for-bin-ladens-capture
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2011/05/04/135929518/who-gets-the-27-million-reward-offered-for-bin-ladens-capture


the reward for the most notorious
terrorist of all — Osama bin Laden —
could go unclaimed.

/snip/

At a news briefing, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton was circumspect about
the case.

“Given the importance of confidentiality
to the Rewards for Justice program, I
cannot comment at all on whether anyone
has been nominated for a reward in this
or any other case,” she told reporters.

The biggest difference I can find between
Bilour’s bounty and the Rewards for Justice
program is that no representative of the US
government has stepped forward and offered to be
prosecuted for soliciting violence.


