DON JR DOES NOT
RECALL NOT RECALLING
RINAT AKHMETSHIN AT
THE JUNE 9 MEETING
Don Jr had himself a “Half Hillary” today,
upwards of five hours of testimony to the Senate
Judiciary Committee, after which the low-stamina
39 year old called it quits.
Already, Senators Blumenthal and Coons suggest
there were gaps or clear lies in his testimony.
And apparently after the testimony, Robert
Mueller alerted the White House he’ll seek
testimony from the people who helped Pops Trump
write a misleading statement about the meeting.
The reason for that is obvious: in his
statement, Jr changed his story from what the
original White House statement was, to offer an
explanation for how the Pop-crafted statement
makes sense. He knew the meeting pertained to
dirt on Hillary, but ultimately it was just
about adoption.
In his email to me Rob suggested that
someone had “official documents and
information that would incriminate
Hillary [Clinton] and her dealings with
Russia” and that the information would
be “very useful” to the campaign. I was
somewhat skeptical of his outreach, as I
had only known Rob as Emin’s somewhat
colorful music promoter who had worked
with famous pop singers such as Michael
Jackson. Since I had no additional
information to validate what Rob was
saying, I did not quite know what to
make of his email. I had no way to gauge
the reliability, credibility or accuracy
of any of the things he was saying. As
it later turned out, my skepticism was
justified. The meeting provided no
meaningful information and turned out

not to be about what had been
represented. The meeting was instead
primarily focused on Russian adoptions,
which is exactly what I said over a year
later in my statement of July 8, 2017.

Of course, by crafting that nonsensical
statement, Don Jr is making it clear a quid pro
quo was discussed: Dirt, in exchange for
movement on the Magnitsky sanctions.
I’m more interesting in the things the forgetful
39 year old could not recall. While his phone
records show he spoke to Emin Agalarov, the rock
star son of Aras Agalarov, who has been dangling
real estate deals in Russia for the Trumps for
some time, for example, he doesn’t recall what
was discussed.
Three days later, on June 6th, Rob
contacted me again about scheduling a
time for a call with Emin. My phone
records show three very short phone
calls between Emin and me between June
6th and 7th. I do not recall speaking to
Emin. It is possible that we left each
other voice mail messages. I simply do
not remember.

This is important, because those conversations
probably explained precisely what was going to
happen at that meeting (and how it might benefit
real estate developer Aras Agalarov), but Jr
simply can’t recall even having a conversation
(or how long those conversations were).
He also doesn’t recall whether he discussed the
meeting, after the fact, with Jared, Manafort,
or (the unspoken “anyone else” here is pregnant)
Pops.
The meeting lasted 20-30 minutes and
Rob, Emin and I never discussed the
meeting again. I do not recall ever
discussing it with Jared, Paul or anyone
else. In short, I gave it no further
thought

Once we find out he did discuss it with Pops and
others, he can say he’s stupid and we’ll all
believe him.
Most interesting, to me, is his claim to only
recall seven participants in the meeting.
As I recall, at or around 4 pm, Rob
Goldstone came up to our offices and
entered our conference room with a
lawyer who I now know to be Natalia
Veselnitskaya. Joining them was
a translator and a man who was
introduced to me as Irakli Kaveladze.
After a few minutes, Jared and Paul
joined. While numerous press outlets
have reported that there were a total of
eight people present at the meeting, I
only recall seven. Because Rob was able
to bring the entire group up by only
giving his name to the security guard in
the lobby, I had no advance warning
regarding who or how many people would
be attending. There is no attendance log
to refer back to and I did not take
notes.

The unstated subtext here is even more pregnant.
Don Jr accounts for seven of the participants in
this meeting:
(3) Himself, Paul Manafort, Jared Kusher
(4) Natalia Veselnitskaya, her
translator, the Agalarov’s real estate
invstment executive Irakli Kaveladze,
and Rob Goldstone

So what he really means to say is he doesn’t
recall the presence of Rinat Akhmetshin, who has
ties to Russian intelligence and a history of
fending off accusations of hacking.
I’d say those three gaps — what Agalarov told
him to expect from the meeting in calls arranged
beforehand, what he told Pop about the meeting,
and that a suspected spook was there — are

pretty interesting things for a young guy like
Jr to forget.

