JIM WEBB: WE ARE
ENDORSING
ASSASSINATION OF
LEADERS OF COUNTRIES
WE RECOGNIZE

I'm watching the Senate Foreign Relation
Committee’s grilling of Harold Koh—either bmaz
or I will post on that later.

But Jim Webb just made a really important point.
He noted that we have suspended, but not
severed, our relations with Libya. After
cornering Koh on that issue (and finally getting
Koh to acknowledge that point), Webb then asked
“What is the constitutional limitation on the
assassination of a head of state?” Koh replied
that the ban on assassinations is an Executive
Order, not a law (a point I make all the time,
given that it means the ban can be pixie dusted
at will by Presidents).

Webb then said that Nobody up here wants Qaddafi
to remain. But moral standard we set is one we
should expect.

In other words, Webb notes, if we actively work
to assassinate the leader of a country we
recognize, we are implicitly endorsing such
actions against us.

Silly Webb doesn’t get yet that the US operates
under one giant double standard, I guess.


https://www.emptywheel.net/2011/06/28/jim-webb-we-are-endorsing-assassination-of-leaders-of-countries-we-recognize/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2011/06/28/jim-webb-we-are-endorsing-assassination-of-leaders-of-countries-we-recognize/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2011/06/28/jim-webb-we-are-endorsing-assassination-of-leaders-of-countries-we-recognize/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2011/06/28/jim-webb-we-are-endorsing-assassination-of-leaders-of-countries-we-recognize/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2011/06/28/jim-webb-we-are-endorsing-assassination-of-leaders-of-countries-we-recognize/

