SAY HELLO TO OUR NEW
FRIENDS AT JUST
SECURITY
We do a lot of things
here at Emptywheel
including occasionally,
goofing off. But our
primary focus has
always been the
intersection of
security issues, law and politics. I think I can
speak for Marcy and Jim, and I certainly do for
myself, we would love it if that intersection
were not so critical in today’s world. But,
alas, it is absolutely critical and, for all the
voices out there in the community, there are
precious few that deep dive into the critical
minutiae.
Today we welcome a new and important player in
the field, the Just Security Blog. It has a
truly all star and broad lineup of contributors
(most all of whom are listed as “editors” of one
fashion or another), including good friends such
as Steve Vladeck, Daphne Eviatar, Hina Shamsi,
Julian Sanchez, Sarah Knuckey and many other
quality voices. It is an ambitious project, but
one that, if the content already posted on their
first day is any indication, will be quite well
done. The home of Just Security is the New York
University School of Law, so they will have
ample resources and foundation from which to
operate for the long run.
Ironically, it was little more than three years
ago (September 1, 2010 actually) that the
Lawfare Blog went live to much anticipation
(well, at least from me). Whether you always
agree with Ben Wittes, Bobby Chesney, Jack
Goldsmith and their contributors or not, and I
don’t always, they have done this field of
interest a true service with their work product,
and are a fantastic and constantly evolving
resource. There is little question but that Just

Security intends to occupy much of the same
space, albeit it in a complimentary as opposed
to confrontational manner. In fact, it was Ben
Wittes who hosted the podcast with Steve Vladeck
and Ryan Goodman that serves as the multi-media
christening of Just Security.
Orin Kerr (who is also a must read at Volokh
conspiracy), somewhat tongue in cheek, tweeted
that the cage match war was on between Lawfare
and Just Security. That was pretty funny
actually, but Orin made a more serious point in
his welcome post today, and a point that I think
will greatly interest the readers of Emptywheel:
Whereas Lawfare tend to have a center or
center-right ideological orientation,
for the most part, Just Security‘s
editorial board suggests that it will
have a progressive/liberal/civil
libertarian voice.

From my understanding, and my knowledge of the
people involved, I believe that to be very much
the case. And that is a very good thing for us
here, and the greater discussion on so much of
our work.
So, say hello to our new friends at Just
Security, bookmark them and give them a read.
Follow them on Twitter. You will be better
informed for having done so.

