
IRAN BEGINS URANIUM
ENRICHMENT AT QOM
TUESDAY, ENRICHMENT
SCIENTIST AT NATANZ
ASSASSINATED
WEDNESDAY

Fars News photo of the aftermath of the
bomb that killed Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton railed
Tuesday against Iran’s beginning of operations
at its Qom uranium enrichment facility, which is
buried deep within a mountain to protect it from
bunker-buster bombs. Less than 24 hours later,
the Deputy Director of the Natanz enrichment
facility was assassinated when a bomb attached
to his car exploded in northern Tehran. Iran is
blaming Israel,citing similarities of this
attack with two previous attacks on Iranian
nuclear scientists, attacks in which Iran says
the US also was complicit.

Despite the fact that Iran’s new uranium
enrichment plant at Qom is designed to enrich
uranium to only 20%, well short of the 90%+ that
is needed for nuclear weapons, the US response
to the start of operations there paints it as a
highly provocative act:

“This step once again demonstrates the
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Iranian regime’s blatant disregard for
its responsibilities and that the
country’s growing isolation is self-
inflicted,” Clinton said in a statement.

/snip/

“The circumstances surrounding this
latest action are especially troubling,”
Clinton said.

“There is no plausible justification for
this production. Such enrichment brings
Iran a significant step closer to having
the capability to produce weapons-grade
highly enriched uranium.”

Clinton rejected Iran’s assertion that
it needed to enrich uranium to produce
fuel for a medical research reactor,
saying Western powers had offered
alternatives means of obtaining such
fuel but their offers had been rejected
by Tehran.

Remarkably, Clinton also called for Iran to
return to the “P5+1” talks, apparently having
missed Iran’s Foreign Minister stating last week
that Iran is ready to return to these critical
talks aimed at diffusing the tension over Iran’s
nuclear technology.

It appears that the US is having a bit of
trouble with message management over its actions
in relation to Iran. Over at Moon of Alabama, b
reports on an embarrassing incident yesterday in
which transcription from a “senior
administration official” in the Washington Post
got a bit too candid and had to be revised. The
initial version of the story stated that “The
goal of U.S. and other sanctions against Iran is
regime collapse“, but the story has been changed
to “The Obama administration sees economic
sanctions against Iran as building public
discontent that will help compel the government
to abandon an alleged nuclear weapons program”.
Oops!
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It will be harder to edit the message inherent
in today’s actions in Iran if the US was
involved. Less than 24 hours after the
announcement of the start of operations at the
Qom enrichment facility, a high-ranking
scientist at the Natanz enrichment facility was
assassinated:

Iran said one of its nuclear scientists
was killed on Wednesday by a magnet bomb
fixed to his car by a motorcyclist and
blamed Israel for the attack,
intensifying diplomatic tensions the
West over Tehran’s nuclear program.

More details come from Fars:

An Iranian university professor and
deputy director at Natanz enrichment
facility was killed in a terrorist bomb
blast in a Northern Tehran neighborhood
on Wednesday morning.

The magnetic bomb which was planted by
an unknown motorcyclist under the car of
Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan Behdast, a
professor at Tehran’s technical
university, also wounded two other
Iranian nationals in Seyed Khandan
neighborhood in Northern Tehran.

Ahmadi Roshan, 32, was a graduate of oil
industry university and a deputy
director of Natanz uranium enrichment
facility for commercial affairs.

The Reuters article gives us the dates of
previous assassinations of Iranian nuclear
scientists:

Two daylight bomb attacks on the same
day in Tehran in November 2010 killed
one nuclear scientist and wounded
another. Physics lecturer Masoud Ali
Mohammadi was killed in January 2010,
when a remote-controlled bomb attached
to a motorcycle exploded near his car in
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Tehran.

Recall that the US is known to be carrying out
covert actions in Iran:

The language was inserted into the
Finding at the urging of the C.I.A., a
former senior intelligence official
said. The covert operations set forth in
the Finding essentially run parallel to
those of a secret military task force,
now operating in Iran, that is under the
control of JSOC. Under the Bush
Administration’s interpretation of the
law, clandestine military activities,
unlike covert C.I.A. operations, do not
need to be depicted in a Finding,
because the President has a
constitutional right to command combat
forces in the field without
congressional interference. But the
borders between operations are not
always clear: in Iran, C.I.A. agents and
regional assets have the language skills
and the local knowledge to make contacts
for the JSOC operatives, and have been
working with them to direct personnel,
matériel, and money into Iran from an
obscure base in western Afghanistan. As
a result, Congress has been given only a
partial view of how the money it
authorized may be used. One of JSOC’s
task-force missions, the pursuit of
“high-value targets,” was not directly
addressed in the Finding. There is a
growing realization among some
legislators that the Bush
Administration, in recent years, has
conflated what is an intelligence
operation and what is a military one in
order to avoid fully informing Congress
about what it is doing.

“This is a big deal,” the person
familiar with the Finding said. “The
C.I.A. needed the Finding to do its
traditional stuff, but the Finding does
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not apply to JSOC. The President signed
an Executive Order after September 11th
giving the Pentagon license to do things
that it had never been able to do before
without notifying Congress. The claim
was that the military was ‘preparing the
battle space,’ and by using that term
they were able to circumvent
congressional oversight. Everything is
justified in terms of fighting the
global war on terror.” He added, “The
Administration has been fuzzing the
lines; there used to be a shade of
gray”—between operations that had to be
briefed to the senior congressional
leadership and those which did not—“but
now it’s a shade of mush.”

Just as he has been happy to maintain and even
extend Bush administration policies on
indefinite detention, it appears that President
Obama is happy to maintain the mushy state of
oversight for actions inside Iran. Isn’t it
amazing that in a battle that is often described
as being one for hearts and minds, we use secret
pieces of paper to make it legal to engage in
the very same tactics we claim to be fighting?


