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Update February 14: Khan has been freed! The
Express Tribune reports that he was beaten and
tortured, but is now free after being
blindfolded and pushed out of a van.

In a very interesting development, Al Jazeera is
reporting that disappeared drone activist Karim
Khan had planned to testify before the
International Criminal Court in The Hague on his
trip to Europe which had been planned to begin
on February 15. Khan was abducted from his home
on February 5 and it is widely believed that
Pakistan’s intelligence service was behind the
abduction.

Khan made a very dramatic entrance into the
world of drone activism in November of 2010,
when he sued the US for $500 million after his
son and brother were killed in a drone strike in
their home village of Mir Ali in North
Waziristan. In the lawsuit, Khan named the
Islamabad CIA station chief:

A North Waziristan tribesman, whose
brother and teenage son were killed in a
drone strike last year, said on Monday
that he would sue all those US officials
supposedly in control of the predator’s
operations in Pakistan.

Karim Khan, a local journalist from
Mirali town of the lawless tribal
district, had sent a $500 million claim
for damages to the US Defence Secretary
Robert Gates, CIA chief Leon Panetta and
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its station head in Islamabad Jonathan
Banks.

Khan described how Banks’ activities lead to the
deaths of innocent civilians:

He told journalists that CIA Islamabad’s
chief Jonathan Banks buys information
from his local agents in the area to
guide the drone strike.

However, he added that this information
is wrong and misleading in most
occasions causing the deaths of many
innocent tribesmen.

Khan’s attorney throughout this process has
been Shahzad Akbar. Akbar also represents Noor
Khan, whose case in the Peshawar High Court
resulted in the ruling that US drone strikes
within Pakistan are illegal and constitute war
crimes.

The fact that Akbar has gotten this ruling seems
to me to add significance to the Al Jazeera
report, which appears to cite Akbar as the
source of the disclosure that Khan was to
testify at the ICC:

A Pakistani court has ordered the
country’s intelligence agencies to
produce a prominent anti-drone
campaigner, who was abducted last week,
by February 20, or to categorically
state that they are not holding him, the
activist’s lawyers say.

Speaking to Al Jazeera on Wednesday,
Shehzad Akbar, the head of Karim Khan’s
legal team, called Khan’s abduction from
his Rawalpindi home late on February 5
“a signature government abduction”,
alleging that Pakistan’s powerful
intelligence agencies were responsible
for the disappearance.

Khan had been due to fly to Europe on
February 15, on a trip that would see
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him testify before members of the
European Parliament in Brussels, UK
legislators in London and the
International Criminal Court in The
Hague, on the US’ use of drone strikes
in Pakistan’s tribal areas.

The court which issued the ruling for the ISI to
present Khan was the Lahore High Court:

Lahore High Court (LHC) Rawalpindi bench
on Wednesday issued notices to security
agencies to submit their reply in a case
related to disappearance of an anti-
drone activist as it ordered to present
the man at the next hearing.

LHC Justice Shehzad Ahmad Khan was
hearing a plea filed by the family of
Karim Khan, who went missing a few days
back.

During the proceedings, the police
denied their involvement in the
disappearance. “Khan was picked up by
persons wearing police uniform but he is
not in our custody,” the police report
claimed.

On this, the court sought reply from all
intelligence agencies and ordered them
to present Khan on February 20, the next
date of hearing.

But the court had actually called for Khan to be
produced yesterday, as well:

Khan’s brother-in-law Dil Bar Jan, who
lodged a police report over the
disappearance, said the family was very
worried about what would happen to him.

“We haven’t done anything that is anti-
state, nor do any of us have bad
intentions towards anyone,” he told AFP.
“We’re from an educated family, we’re
all government employees, I myself am a
teacher. We can’t think of doing
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something wrong.”

A court has asked police to produce
Khan, who is in his fifties, on
Wednesday. His lawyer Shahzad Akbar said
he was pinning his hopes on public
pressure to force the government to
release him.

“This is a completely illegal
disappearance, which means some kind of
pressure is being applied through his
disappearance to the other drone
victims,” Akbar said.

When it comes to governments applying pressure,
Akbar certainly knows what he is talking about.
He was blocked from entering the US when his
visa application was held up for over a year.
The US finally relented and issued the visa
after a spate of bad press about their arbitrary
behavior.

Khan’s disappearance is a cause for great
concern in Europe. Reprieve reports on the
efforts European leaders have undertaken to push
for Khan’s release:

Yesterday (February 11), Tom Watson MP,
Chair of the UK’s All Party
Parliamentary Group on Drones and a
former British defence minister, wrote
to Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Nawaz
Sharif, and British Foreign Secretary
William Hague, concerning Mr Khan’s
case.

Meanwhile, in response to questions in
the Dutch Parliament, the country’s
Minister for International Development
said Mr Khan’s case had been raised with
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the
Netherlands, and would be raised again
at bilateral meetings between the two
countries due to take place later this
month. Dutch MP Harry van Bommel has
also written to Mr Sharif asking him to
investigate Mr Khan’s disappearance.
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In Germany, Bundestag member Hans-
Christian Ströbele has written to Mr
Sharif to ask him to “urgently
investigate Mr. Khan’s disappearance
[and] locate which Pakistani entity has
detained him.” MP Stroebele has also
urged the German Foreign Minister to
raise the case of Kareem Khan with his
Pakistani counterpart.

Mr Watson said: “I am extremely
concerned for the safety of drone victim
and journalist Kareem Khan whom I
invited to speak to MPs this month.
Kareem was seized last week and his
family still have had no news of his
whereabouts. Given the timing, I am
concerned that there may be a connection
between his disappearance and his
intention to speak to Members of
Parliament. I urge both the UK and
Pakistani Governments to do everything
in their power to secure Kareem’s
release, and support his visit to
Parliament.”

The Reprieve report also mentions that a
judgement is due soon in a Pakistani court
regarding Khan’s case against drone strikes.

For more information on Khan’s situation, see
this long segment from yesterday’s episode of
Democracy Now.
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