CIA HAS NO IDEA WHAT
IT BRIEFED CONGRESS
ON TORTURE
The CIA documents released in the latest FOIA
batch prove that all the claims that CIA (and
Crazy Pete Hoekstra) have made about briefings
Congress received on torture are, at best,
reconstructions based on years old memories, if
not outright fabrications.
The documents appear to have been a summary of
torture briefings CIA Office of Congressional
Affairs put together on July 11, 2004 in
anticipation of CIA’s Congressional briefing in
July 2004.
The summary shows that:
CIA OCA had not written up the briefings it gave
Porter Goss and Jane Harman in February 2003 or
the Gang of Four in September 2003 before July
2004. At that time, Moskowitz explained that the
“[Memoranda for the Record] for the remainder of
the sessions are being finalized.” In fact, the
MFR for the February 2003 Goss-Harman briefing
was ultimately closed in 2007, after Moskowitz
had passed away. Thus, any claims they make
about the content of those briefings cannot be
said to be accurate.
Also, when putting together a list of briefings,
OCA head Stan Moskowitz didn’t even seem to
consider the September 2002 briefings (at which
Bob Graham said he was not told about torture at
all and Nancy Pelosi was told it might be used
in the future) to be relevant as a Gang of Four
briefing regarding interrogation/detainee
issues. Now, it’s possible that Moskowitz was
asked to summarize only the possible discussions
of the torture tapes (page 11 seems to suggest
this pertains to torture tape destruction and no
one has ever claimed that CIA briefed on the
torture tapes in 2002). Or, it may be that CIA
just didn’t consider those the truly sensitive
briefings.

The only MFR that OCA seemed to have completed
by July 2004 is the February 4, 2003 briefing,
at which Pat Roberts apparently unequivocally
approved of destroying the torture tapes (and at
which he also agreed to end nascent
Congressional attempts at oversight). As noted
in several places in these documents, Jay
Rockefeller did not attend that briefing.
In other words, the claims that CIA had detailed
records about what Nancy Pelosi or Jane Harman
or Jay Rockefeller said about destroying the
torture tapes? They appear to be completely
fabricated.

