
THE STRANGE CASE OF
HIWA ABDUL RAHMAN
RASHUL (PART 1)
In June 2004, Hiwa Abdul Rahman Rashul had his
15 minutes of fame when Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld answered questions at a press
conference about the detainee known to American
soldiers only as Triple X, the first ghost
detainee transferred from CIA custody to the
U.S. military. Rashul was suspected of being a
member of Ansar al-Islam, a violent Kurdish
Sunni Islamist movement opposed to the dominant
Kurdish groups of northeastern Iraq. The real
story of Hiwa Abdul Rahman Rashul wasn’t his
terrorist past or his time as a ghost detainee
of the DOD, but his treatment by the CIA in
between.
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