
F1 GERMAN GP AT
NURBURGRING & A NEW
YORK RAINBOW IN THE
NIGHT
This weekend does not bring the excitement of
last did with the Women’s World Cup, but there
are three notable events, two of which are even
sports related.

First up is the German Grand Prix from the famed
Nurburgring in the Eifel Mountains. Nurburgring
was also the site of the 1961 German Grand Prix.
Continuing with this year’s homage to the 50th
anniversary of the Championship season for my
late friend Phil Hill, let’s go back for a
minute to the sounds and smell of The Ring in
1961.

Nurburgring was a far different circuit in the
60s than it is today. Phil Hill took pole
position in qualifying by shattering the lap
record, becoming the first person to lap in
under 9 minutes, with a stunning lap of 8
minutes 55.2 seconds (153.4 km/h or 95.3 mph) in
the famed Ferrari 156 “Sharknose”. In the race
though, Phil could not match Stirling Moss in
his Lotus-Climax. Here is the Wiki description:

The race was won by British driver
Stirling Moss driving a Lotus 18/21 for
privateer outfit the Rob Walker Racing
Team. Moss started from the second row
of the grid and lead every lap of the
race. It was the first German Grand Prix
victory for a rear-engined car since
Bernd Rosemeyer’s Auto Union Type C took
victory in 1936. Moss finished just over
20 seconds ahead of Ferrari 156 drivers
Wolfgang von Trips and Phil Hill,
breaking a four-race consecutive run of
Ferrari victories. The result pushed
Moss into third place in the
championship points race, becoming the
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only driver outside of Ferrari’s trio of
von Trips, Hill and Richie Ginther still
in contention to become the 1961 World
Champion with two races remaining.

It was the last home country appearance
for points leader von Trips before his
death at the Italian Grand Prix five
weeks later. His second place finish saw
Ferrari secure the constructors’
championship. The remaining championship
points scorers were all from British
racing teams. Scottish driver Jim Clark
(Lotus 21) was fourth for Team Lotus;
former motorcycle World Champion John
Surtees (Cooper T53) was fifth for
Yeoman Credit Racing and young New
Zealander Bruce McLaren was sixth in his
factory-run Cooper T58.

The Nurburgring of today is a far different,
more sterile and safer track, and much shorter,
with a length of just under 3 miles as opposed
to the former 14 miles plus. Mark Webber of Red
Bull was fast in practice Friday and took pole
today with a surprising P2 for Lewis Hamilton of
McLaren. Sebastian Vettel in the other Red Bull
is in P3, the first time he will not start from
the front row this year. The Ferraris of Alonso
and Massa will start in P4 and P5 respectively.
The race day weather forecast is for cool
temperatures, clouds and some rain, which should
make for a very interesting race. Again, the
assholes at Rupert Murdoch’s Fox TV will make US
F1 fans watch the race on a tape delay, starting
at 12 EST and 9 am PST.

In other sporting news, it looks like the great
NFL Football lockout is in its last throes. From
Marke Maske at the Washington Post:

NFL player leaders are scheduled to meet
Monday in Washington, where they are
likely to recommend approval of the
lockout-ending collective bargaining
agreement already ratified by the
league’s franchise owners, several
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people familiar with the deliberations
said Saturday.

The lockout could officially end next
Saturday with the opening of the free
agent market and teams beginning
training camps, those people said,
cautioning that those plans were subject
to change. The 10-year labor agreement
first would have to be ratified by a
majority of the nearly 2,000 NFL
players.

But if free agency begins and training
camps open Saturday, the preseason would
be likely to be played as scheduled
beginning Aug. 11, said those people
familiar with the situation.

graphic by Lance Bass
http://twitpic.com/5uxcd2

Lastly, and quite charmingly, we
have the first vows in New York
resulting from the recent passage
of marriage equality in the state.
As  soon  as  the  clock  strikes
midnight,  Kitty  Lambert  and
Cheryle Rudd are going to be the
first married under the new law at
a rainbow-lit Niagara Falls. From
The HuffPo:

Two Buffalo women plan to be the first
to legally wed under the state’s new
same-sex marriage law, which goes into
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effect on Sunday, one month after Gov.
Andrew Cuomo signed it into law. The
pair, Kitty Lambert and Cheryle Rudd,
are to be married the minute after
midnight as the Niagara Falls are lit up
with the colors of a rainbow.

Sounding much like any other nervous
newlywed-to-be, Buffalo resident Lambert
told HuffPost they were “really excited,
a little overwhelmed, a whole lot
frightened.” After 11 years together,
she said, “I don’t know why I’m
frightened by this commitment.”

Jitters or not, the couple has a big
ceremony planned. Lambert, 54, and Rudd,
53, have five adult children and 12
grandchildren. The umbrella advocacy
group New Yorkers United for Marriage is
promoting the marriage as the first of
its kind in New York State. Local
politicians will be in attendance along
with an estimated hundreds of friends
and gay rights advocates for a meal,
speeches, and a candlelight procession
on Goat Island that will lead across
Bridal Veil Falls and then to Luna
Island. And the falls, of course, will
be illuminated to look like a rainbow, a
symbol of the gay rights movement.

That is pretty darn cool. Hats off to the happy
couple, and let’s hope they find happiness on
the other side of their rainbow.

TRASH TALK: THERE
WILL BE FOOTBALL
The big news of the morning may be the latest
maneuvers of the Murdoch scandal.
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But we’ve also got real sports news.

It looks like the assholes running American
football will beat the assholes running America
to crafting a deal. The key breakthrough came
Friday with the settlement on a new rookie
payment scheme that would basically limit how
much teams have to pay their first round picks
in their first five years.

The rookie wage system had been a key
part of that complex work in recent
weeks. Exact language of the rookie wage
system is being worked out by both
sides’ lawyers, sources told Mortensen,
but a management negotiator agreed that
the rookie system was “done.”

According to sources, the terms agreed
to on the rookie wage system are, in
part, as follows:

• Five-year contracts, with a team
option for the fifth year.

• If the team option is exercised, in
the fifth year the top 10 picks would
receive a salary equal to the average of
the top 10 player salaries at their
respective positions. That money would
be guaranteed if the option is exercised
after the third year of the contract.

• If the team option is exercised, in
the fifth year picks 11-32 would receive
a salary equal to the average of the
Nos. 3-25 salaries at their respective
positions. That money would be
guaranteed if the option is exercised
after the third year of the contract.

It sort of feels a lot like concessions the UAW
made in recent years to make sure older workers
keep getting wages negotiated years ago, while
screwing newer workers.

There are still a number of issues to be worked
out: how to account for wages lost in the
negotiating period, how to end the various legal
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challenges, what to do in the anticipated free-
for-all free agency period immediately following
a settlement, and some safety and workman’s
compensation issues. But these will probably be
resolved by Wednesday, in time for the NFLPA to
vote on it and then–football!!

This is all proof, I guess, that Eric Cantor is
a bigger dick than even Jerry Jones.

Which brings us to the other football, the
beautiful game. At 2ET, the US takes on Japan in
the Women’s World Cup championship game.

I, frankly, am unprepared to bet on who will win
this. The Americans have been finding a way to
win the key matches, most spectacularly with
their victory on PKs last weekend. And Japan has
never beaten the Americans. But Japan beat
tournament favorite Germany and the exciting
Swedish team by simply refusing to let them have
the ball; it’s hard to beat that kind of ball
control.The Japanese passing game is wonderful
to watch.

Frankly, I will be thrilled with either team
winning this game, so long as it is as exciting
as the matches that got these teams here. The US
believe they are destined. But Japan has been
playing as inspiration to their country in the
aftermath of this year’s earthquake and tsunami.
A win for either one makes a great story.

The press is making this out to be a duel
between US forward Abby Wambach–who has scored
key goals in the last three games–and Japanese
midfielder Homare Sawa–who is playing in her
fifth world cup and, like Wambach, is the
emotional leader of the team.

Just as much, it’ll be a duel between US keeper
Hope Solo–whose stop in PKs last weekend made
the difference in the win over Brazil, and
Japan’s keeper, Ayumi Kaihori. On paper, Solo is
the much better keeper. But Kaihori has not made
any mistakes in the elimination games and her
confidence appears to be growing.

Me, I think it’s going to come down to how well
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Lauren Cheney, Wambach, and Megan Rapinoe (who
will probably come off the bench). Cheney’s been
key throughout this tournament; Rapinoe has had
a key role off the bench in the last few games,
including the assist on Wambach’s header to tie
the game against Brazil and put it into PKs. And
of course Wambach seems to manage to find a way
to win every time. If these women take enough
clean shots on goal, they will win. But if Japan
manages to dominate ball control as they have
and limit those shots, they may well surprise
the US.

REGGIE WALTON
UNLEASHES THE
ROCKET’S RED GLARE
.

Well well well. who couldda knowd?? Acute
prosecutorial foul play has ended the big Roger
Clemens perjury trial at it’s gestation. From
ESPN:

The judge presiding over Roger Clemens’
perjury trial declared a mistrial over
inadmissible evidence shown to jurors.

U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton said
Clemens could not be assured a fair
trial after prosecutors showed jurors
evidence against his orders in the
second day of testimony.

He will hear a motion on whether a new
trial would be considered double
jeopardy.

Whooo boy, Judge Walton must have been a little
upset. Why yes, yes, he was:

.
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“I don’t see how I un-ring the bell,” he
said

Walton interrupted the prosecution’s
playing of a video from Clemens’ 2008
testimony before Congress and had the
jury removed from the courtroom. Clemens
is accused of lying during that
testimony when he said he never used
performance-enhancing drugs during his
24-season career in the major leagues.

One of the chief pieces of evidence
against Clemens is testimony from his
former teammate and close friend, Andy
Pettitte, who says Clemens told him in
1999 or 2000 that he used human growth
hormone. Clemens has said that Pettitte
misheard him. Pettitte also says he told
his wife, Laura, about the conversation
the same day it happened.

Prosecutors had wanted to call Laura
Pettitte as a witness to back up her
husband’s account, but Walton had said
he wasn’t inclined to have her testify
since she didn’t speak directly to
Clemens.

Walton was angered that in the video
prosecutors showed the jury, Rep. Elijah
Cummings, D-Md., referred to Pettitte’s
conversation with his wife.

“I think that a first-year law student
would know that you can’t bolster the
credibility of one witness with clearly
inadmissible evidence,” Walton said.

Well, yes, Reggie Walton is exactly right. It
was not only an inappropriate attempt at
backdoor admission of what was, at the time,
hearsay but, much, much, more importantly flew
directly in the face of a direct and specific
previous order of the court on this EXACT issue.
You just do not do that, and if you do you
cannot whine when the court spanks your ass. You
got said ass whuppin the old fashioned way, you



earned it.

So, now the germane question is where do we go
from here; i.e. what about a new trial. Well,
that depends on a fair amount of pretty
complicated things that are not going to be self
evident to those not more than intimately
experienced in the nuances of technical trial
law are going to understand. I will get into
that in detail, and discuss the legal
implications and situation, when the pleadings
are filed. Judge Walton has scheduled a Sept. 2
hearing on whether to hold a new trial, or
dismiss the case permanently due to double
jeopardy. clemens’ defense team will have until
July 29 to file the motion to dismiss with
prejudice and the prosecution has until Aug. 2
to respond.

A lot of judges would have tried to paper over
this bogosity by the prosecution. Reggie Walton
is PISSED. He may well say they are done based
on double jeopardy. Those are gonna be fun
briefs, and a very interesting oral argument.

One further thing, despite the incredibly short
tenure of this jury trial – literally really in
the first day of evidentiary presentation –
today’s antics were NOT the first instance of
prosecutorial misconduct. Oh no, the government
was acting maliciously and unethically from the
get go in the opening statements.

[Judge Walton] said it was the second
time that prosecutors had gone against
his orders — the other being an incident
that happened during opening arguments
Wednesday when assistant U.S. attorney
Steven Durham said that Pettite and two
other of Clemens’ New York teammates,
Chuck Knoblauch and Mike Stanton, had
used human growth hormone.

Walton said in pre-trial hearings that
such testimony could lead jurors to
consider Clemens guilty by association.
Clemens’ defense attorney objected when
Durham made the statement and Walton



told jurors to disregard Durham’s
comments about other players.

Yes, boy howdy, that is precisely right.

I think that the Laura Pettite bit, coupled with
the improper attempt at prohibited guilt by
association in the openings makes a fast pattern
to malicious prosecution. If Reggie wants, he
can dismiss and ground it upon both mistrial and
sanction for malicious.

I’ve been telling people for years that it was
NOT just former IRS goon come FDA stoolie agent
Jeff Novitsky (although it all starts with him)
that was malfeasant in the BALCO cases,
including the Mitchell report kerfuffle, it was
the AUSAs too.

This mendaciousness is just bogus and
deplorable. Congratulations to Judge Reggie
Walton for fingering it for what it is. Now
dismiss this bunk forever please.

TRASH: F1 BRITISH
GRAND PRIX, SWEATER
VEST FORFEITURES &
FOXSUCKERS
There are a lot of sports deserving of some
Trash Talk this weekend, including the one and
only British GP from Silverstone, Derek
Jeter…Jetah…, getting his 3,000th hit and the
gleeful schadenfreude over The. Ohio. State.
University. having to self forfeit all its wins
from 2010. All are glorious sports stories, but
we will start where we always do this time of
year, with the F1 Circus.

This weekend is the British Grand Prix from
historic Silverstone in Northamptonshire (and
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Buckinghamshire) England. Silverstone has
evolved over the years and, in its current
configuration is a fast track with several
straightaways, coupled with two near hairpins
and a smattering of other turns that make it a
great track for racing and overtaking. Combined
with the potential for the wet stuff,
Silverstone holds promise for great races.

Aussie Mark Webber of Red Bull was fastest in
practice, which was hampered in the second
session by the rain. the Red Bull dominance
continued into qualifying this morning with
Webber taking P1, followed by teammate Sebastian
Vettel in P2 and the Ferraris of Fernando Alonso
and Felipe Massa in P3 and P4 respectively. Di
Resta in the Force India, Maldonado in the
Williams and Koayashi in the Sauber were
pleasant surprises in P6-P8. Of the three
upstarts, I think Kobayashi has the best chance
to break through for a podium, but it will be
really tough. Lewis Hamilton continues his
downward slide from relevance with a P10 on the
grid, barely ahead of the secondary Force India
and Sauber machines. Brad Spurgeon has more.

One other thing, as Brad notes:

If you are in New York City or nearby,
it will be possible to watch tomorrow’s
race live at the City Winery. The
producers of the documentary film about
the late world champion Ayrton Senna,
entitled “Senna,” are sponsoring the
event to show off the race and then some
previews of the film, which will be
released in the United States on Aug.
12. The race is run in delayed time
later Sunday on Fox, so this is a chance
to see it live — or with only a slight
delay. Reservations for the event, which
starts at 7:30 a.m., can be made at
reservations@citywinery.com.

Yeah, no shit. Once again, the Foxsuckers have
decided to cravenly screw the American F1 fans.
It is such total unadulterated bullshit it is
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hard to put into words. Rupert Murdoch and Fox
deserve to be humiliated and pilloried for this
MUCH more than that phone hacking kerfuffle. Fox
truly sucks bags of big honking salted dicks.

Race day this year has a prediction for
sunshine, but that is awfully tenuous at

Silverstone. This would be slightly different
from the conditions in 1961. As you may recall
when this season of the F1 circus started, I
pledged to occasionally harken back to 1961 as
this is the 50th anniversary of the Yankee
Champion, Phil Hill. I did not know Phil until
about 1968 or so, and was too young to know
anything in 1961, so I will have to rely on
history to describe the British GP of that year,
which was held at Aintree by Liverpool. 1961 was
also a wet weekend, but the wet continued
through the start of the race:

The 1961 British Grand Prix was a
Formula One motor race, held on 15 July
1961 at the Aintree Circuit, near
Liverpool. It was the fifth race of
eight in the 1961 World Championship
season. Following a wet weekend, with
torrential rain affecting both
qualifying and the race start, the Grand
Prix was ultimately dominated by
Scuderia Ferrari, with their drivers
taking all three podium positions. The
race was won by German Wolfgang von
Trips, who had led for much of the race
after starting from fourth place. This
was von Trips’s second and last Grand
Prix victory, as two races later he was
killed in an accident during the 1961
Italian Grand Prix. Pole position winner
Phil Hill drove to second place, on his
way to winning the World Drivers’
Championship at the end of the season,
and third place was taken by Hill’s
American compatriot Richie Ginther.

So that was the British fifty years ago and
looking forward to this year’s race. Sadly, as I
will go into at the appropriate corresponding
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point in this year’s season, the winner of the
1961 British GP, the superb Wolfgang von Tripps
did not go on to finish the season, which played
large in Phil winning the Championship. That is
a story for a later day.

Also in the news this week is the oh so sad
passing of the Ohio State Buckeyes’ 2010 season:

The beleaguered Ohio State football
program will vacate its 12 wins from
last season, including its Sugar Bowl
win over Arkansas.

The school announced the self-imposed
penalties as it awaits what are likely
to be even more serious penalties from
the NCAA for a scandal that saw players
trading memorabilia for tattoos.
Longtime Coach Jim Tressel has already
resigned and star quarterback Terrelle
Pryor, at the center of the tattoo
imbroglio, has left early for what he
hopes is an NFL career.

Athletic Director Gene Smith said wiping
out the 12-1 2010 season is a
significant price for the university to
pay for the school and the team. Four
players caught up in the memorabilia-
for-tattoos scandal are returning.

Here is what I want to know: if the 2010 season
needs to be forfeited, why the hell doesn’t the
2009 season (and bogus Rose bowl win), which
relied on the same tainted players and
congenitally corrupt Sweater Vest coach and
administration, have to be forfeited too? It was
a long term pattern of abuse of NCAA rules that
started long before the 2010 season. OSU is
still pulling punches and acting with oblivious
and insulting impunity.

Lastly, Derek Jeter got his 3,000th hit today, a
stud like home run, as well as his 3,001st and
3,002nd hits, the last a game winner for the
Yankees. The man is all class and all style. A
tip of the cap to Derek Jetah….Jetah.
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Music this week courtesy of the one and only
Ringo Starr, who turned 71 years young Thursday
(and was serenaded with Paul McCartney signing
“Birthday” for him).

So, that is it folks; let rip the hounds of
trash!

TRASH TALK: FOX TV
SUCKS A BAG OF BIG
HONKING SALTED DICKS
Americans were denied the ability to watch the
Grand Prix of Europe live and have no
alternative but to watch it on tape delay long
after the checkered flag dropped for Sebastian
Vettel. This is just craven and malignant
jackassery by Fox.

F1 TRASH: BERNIE
ECCLESTONE TAKES A
SWING AT SULTANS OF
BAHRAIN
Bernie yanks the Bahraini GP and Vettel looks on
track for another win in Montreal.
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TRASH TALK: RAFFA V.
FED
The event of the season is upon us! Yep, the
men’s final at the French Open. This is just a
quick post for the heck of it because, well, I
have been a life long tennis fan (and even
played some competitively as a junior); and, out
of the blue, Ms. Wheeler is suddenly into the
gig. So a tennis post was in order!

Now Roger Federer and Raphael Nadal have a rich
history and storied rivalry together. That part
is well known, what is not as well known is that
they are also friends who work together to
support charity playing bookend matches in each
others home country; Zurich Switzerland for Fed
and Madrid Spain for Raffa. Good stuff from a
pair of good guys.

The men’s final at Roland Garros is somewhat
unexpected as the conventional wisdom was that
Fed could not make it past the blazing hot, and
so far this year nearly invincible Novak
Djokovic. But Fed was the Roger of old and took
it to Novak in the semis in what was a simply
outstanding and exciting match even though it
only went four sets. That set up the unexpected
surprise of yet another Nadal-Federer final in
the French.

Nadal has had an uncharacteristically off clay
court season so far:

This has not been an easy clay court
season for Rafael Nadal who has to beat
Roger Federer in Sunday’s French Open
final at Roland Garros if he is to
maintain his No. 1 ranking. A loss to
Federer would mean that Novak Djokovic,
beaten by Federer in that fantastic
semifinal on Friday, would take over.

Nadal could have no complaints if that
happened because Djokovic has beaten him
in four ATP Masters Series finals this
year with two — Madrid and Rome — being
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played on clay, the surface on which
Nadal has reigned supreme. We still do
not know the full effect these losses
have had on the Spaniard but if his
demeanor in the press conference he gave
just before the women’s final began is
anything to go by, his recent struggles
are taking their toll.

I am pulling for the old man, Fed, to pull off a
win for the geezers. I have a sneaking suspicion
Marcy has her eyes on Nadal. So who you got?

Live coverage of the French Open Men’s Final is
on NBC at 6 am EST and 9 am PST.

TOM BRADY ET. AL V.
THE NATIONAL
FOOTBALL LEAGUE STAY
DECISION
Judge Susan Nelson of Minnesota District Court
has denied the stay of her decision on Monday
lifting the lockout imposed by the owners
collectively acting as the National Football
League. Here is the hard hitting order denying
the say and granting the players a temporary
victory.

FORMULA ONE TRASH
TALK: MALAYSIAN
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GRAND PRIX
Well, this weekend is round two in this year’s
F1 Circus, the Malaysian Grand Prix. The field
is set and Vettel is on pole.

F1 TRASH: CIRCUS
STARTS ANEW, 50
YEARS ON FROM THE
YANKEE CHAMPION
Welcome to the start of the 2011 Formula One
season. Today we look at the state of the F1
circus at the start of the campaign and take a
look back at the memorable 1961 championship
season for Phil Hill as well.
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