TRUMP AND U.S.-
AFGHANISTAN, U.S.-
IRAN POLICY TIMELINE

Timeline prepared by Rayne and subject to
change.

ouz Trump’s Wislin ban executive order targeted Iran, 1raq, Libys, Sonali, Sudan, Syris, snd Yenen which e substantive Shiite populations; the ban dion’t target countries vith substantive/ majority Sumi populations;
o e first U5, militory action suthorizes by Trump s o raid on Yakla, Yeren, Linked o Lron: Trmp continued increasing attacks an Yoren into 201
saraop | TP ot LA et o be National Security Advisors haster g been comandr of Task Farce Shfarbya (Transarency) for the Inermatioal. Secrity Assstance Force in Aghanistan fron 2010 1o 202, e becane &
Uestenant general. in 2014
s Serate confirmed Heaster s aate
o s of this date, Tran in congliance with JCPOA naclear deal
o Trump sanin revieves paticy on 1ran
w7 Trump sonin aposes sanceions on 1ran, but kept nuclear oeal
o Trusp sdnin certifies Tran's conpliance with muclear deal, but taposes new sanctions
[ Tnfluence operation 1ncluding a sasar conpaiin and fueets by Russian bots targeted Hchsster o have hin renove
i Trurp sdnin eatended sanctions reliet, but iapesed now sanctions
wion In speech to UL, Tromp colled nucear dest an emsorrsssnant
i TAGA asked far clarafication of 3 partion of JCFOA's ke deal
o3 Trump decertifiad ruclear deal, but declined to leave the agresrent or re-impose sanction
s Trane kept nuclear deal in place; inposed new sanctions
o J0m Bolton advecates aiscussing regine change in 1ran with other Middle Eastern Leaders
s Trinp tueeted Nt s departure 35 NSA and Jomn Bolion’s nanination
oo T oLiched A Wohaster a5 ISA 1o select anti-Tran Jobn Bolion, though even Salton wasn'L aggressive enougn for Tramp's aste;
o WA, Kooster resigued o5 Trump's National Security Advisors te vould officially retire fron the militery in Moy
e Panaco Giscusses doconents detoiling Tran's noclear weapons pragran
wsso0s Trump smmaunced 5. ta exit 70N nucleor deal
oo Trump oxites e P6eL JCPOA with Lran and promised o enact new sanctions on Iran;
owveo Trinp reimposen sov of the sanctions Lifted by the 10K
iz Trinp eaphasized U.5. soversignty in U.N. speech; criticizes Iran nuclear deal
e U.S. endes 1955 Treaty of Aty with Tran; von't conply with Uit court’s raling
s Trane relmposed yet nore af the sanctions Lifted by the JCPOA:
Exact date THD:  year earlier than reported, st Least a5 early as Horch 2013 the Trump MhLLe Mouse ks suare Russia wes offering Bounties 1o the Tolisan for KiLLing Anericans, based on classified intelligence. This assessnent
30019 [vas sncluged in st Least ane Presidentist Daily Brieting; Jom Bolton also Driefed Trump on this nstter. Balton Said in an Sntervies that Tromm clained “lqnorance of RUsE1s’s provocstians fo Justify his adwinistration’s Lack of
3 response.He can disaun everything 57 obody ever told hin sbout " Galton sxia
oo Three U-s. Farines were Killed by an 160 detonated a5 thelr comvoy returned o Bapran Airflald. The attack vas belioved <o have been ane spurrad by bounties
w1918 Waro: “Trunp tuseted: “L1 Iran vants to fight, that will be the official end of Lran. Nlever threaten the United States againt
s Trusp ordered 1500 troeps o midale aast because of 1ran
s Trump said 1e's ot pressing for regine change in Tran
s Trom formatly noninstes Kok Esper for Secretary of beferse
v Eaper was contiroed by the Sevate o8 Secretary of Defense
ety || P ST 1 ovrses an sareenen Getven the 0.5 a1d AGhatstan regotiatios wre in L AT 0und uhe e Rssian Faredan Pietry sugpsied 1 cold b 3 guarantr 10 he aresrent” 3 She o s st
w0

Truns umexpectedly declassifiod 0.5, satellite copability with o fucking fuset after o failed sissile test \aunch in Tran, tavating Iran sbout the faslure)

U5 Spacial Rep. for Afananistan Zalsay Knalizad set with Afghan president Adhraf Grani in Kobul where the Tolitan, Afgnan government and the U.S. had “reached 51 agreament in principle” fosard an eventual “totsl and pernanent

cense-tire." netps:/ o rrerl

Russtan nadia outLet Tass reported that RUSEIan Dsputy Foresdn WLTSSter said the U.5. and Taliban “Lnsist hat RUSELR AUSE be BrESENt in one CaPACity or aNGEher Tt fhe pUsELDLe SSgniAY of The agreenents At the parties are

ooy
orking on now.” hetps://Reitter con/JuaDavishes/status A TOSI3TN0NITS04
oo Secretary of State ike Fompeo refused o 31 the agresnent with the Talitan. b [H——
i Suicide plast in Kobul Killed Army Sat. st Class ELis A, Barreto Oriiz, 34, from Morovis, Puerto Rico
o1 Afahan Presidens Ashrat Grani ostponed 3 trlp to e U5
Over several tusets Saturdoy evenieg, Trom canceled the oeeting with Ghant ot Canp Dovid. [see tueet NEtps:// it tercon/realDonsldTrom/status /L LTOAGSG18177236992]
oo
Unclear shether Trum reslized he night have been neeting over the smmiversary of S/11 on & peace agreenent with both ATghanistan’s governsent and the ToLiban
Via ulis Dovis: “#Russia’s stote nedia: Drofs peace agreement betuen the Talibon and the Tromp adin 5956 that U.S. forces will Leawe five bases in Afgnanistan within 135 doys of signing the document, the U.5. & the Talibon
s Sratat thot Aussio be present ot the possible signing of the agrecnents.” hps://x. con/JoLioDavishens/status/
Via Prof. Michasl HcFaul: "WRat? TASS has these decails But USG has ot released then? This 15 very strange. And why does Russ1a nead o b present at signisg? Ne're they fiohting Taliban and AL acda in Afghanistan and I Just
iS5 that?" BeSos:/ tuitter,conRcauL/Status LTESSAIIEL3N20
oo 08 broke story of & CIA asset extracted from Russia in 2017; followed by NYT on the SUh (and then NEC's Ken Dilantan appears at the assets house.] (This nay be unrelated bt its tining can’t be Lanorea]
w9 Trinp askes for Bolton’s resignation and theeted Ut 11 the ext TorTing. NiTps://Suitier con/ea\0onaLdTrunp/s1atus/ 11 2880655746560
s Som Bolion extted Trmp sanin
s Bolton tells Fox's Brian Kilseade by toxt 1At he Quit. hitps://Leitter. comfolLverdarcy/status/ LT LSTSaISZ301T0
oo Thy"re dead. Thoy're dead. s far 35 1'n concerned, they're dead,” Trump ol the nedia about he peace LALKS Ath ATGhaRLStan. NECps://3pneus. con/bI2bA2dSeBEIAG6abSA34901S46RET2
i setiating " n arrived Fridsy in Russia, " be Aasocs . Just days . unp aectar r urgent group in Mg
Netps://apneus. conja ticle/ 285330 cane TS STADS 09166
i Srall arns fire in central Warcuk province killed Ay Sgt. 1st Closs Jereny K. Griffin, 40
Loty | AT et rrant Officer 2 Kirk Fuchigani 3., 25, and Army et Warant 0fficr 2 Owid C. Kndte, 33, died in o heicpter crsh in avstern Logar province. The Tatiban clained responsibilicy fo the crash; Trmp visited
s Trump troveled o costern Algnanis an o VisiL U.5. troops and et with President Ashrat Ghani
2 Unkan nomber of U.S. persomnel vere injured durirg o Lorge Sonbing of Bagran Aurfiels
s Sat. 15t Closs Michorl 3. Goble, 33, was Killed in  rosdside boroing in northern Kundus province
i A o191 of 22 service nenbers vere Killed in ATghanistan in 2019, I1's not clear how many UsS. contractors nay hve been Killed because the milicary dossn't <rack then
oo Trinp assossinated 1ran’s <op military officer Gasen Soleirant by Grone, for which Iran's clarics 1ssued 3 fatwa
i Too U5, service nasbers were KiLLed by 3 roadside bord in ATGhanLstan's seuthern Kandahar province. Talisan clained resporsibility.
o e Teliban aftered a proasal <o reduce violence and restart peace negetiations
o 90 U.5. At Force cres nenbers were Killad shen an E-11A Batrlefield ASrborms Comunications Node aircraft crasnas. Taliban clained responsibility for shaating the plane down
oo S0t Jovier Joguar Gotierrer, 29; and Sat. Antonio fey Rodriguer, 20 vere Kiled and six Other Service members vere Anjured i an insider attack in Nongarnar province,
Moo, reporteds "On Sunday, SuhaLL Shaheen the Tltbon spokestan in Gatar, Where talks hove been Neld, said KhaLiLzad met with Taliban representatives and ator's forelda minister to discuss “some lngortant issues on the
wese0 " " " o -
results of the negotiations and the next moves,” according to 3 statenent posted to Tuitcer.”
w0 Trump replaced Joseon Waguire ax Acting Director of Notianal Intelligence; Ricnara Granell was naned Noguire's replacnent
e U.5. 160 coalition, Afghan forces, and <he Talisan ALlLtL3 began o seven-day “reduction n violence” tead of anticipated sgresment
w2 Trump novinated Jom Ratelifie 35 pirector of Mational Intelligence
w2 U.5. 470 Taliban sign sgresnant addressing courtertarroricn and the withdrawal of U.5. and interrationsl Sraoes from Afgnanistan
Exact date TED: The Trump asninistrotion Learaed that Russia offered secret bountics on U.S
375002620 | he officials said adniniseration Leaders Learned of reported bountias in racent sonths fro .. intelligence agencies, pronpting 3 series of internal Siscussions, including  large interagency aeeting 1n Late arch. Accorsing
0 one person faniliar vith the wattar, the responses discussed at that nesting dncluded sending  HpLoTRTAC COTUTICSHiOn to relay BLEITBrOVSL NG BUTharizing ey sanctions
TGP Precident AShraf Grani objected <o terns 50 greenent requiring release of 5640 Talinan fianters in 3 5-50-1 prisaner exchange
o
story.pat
o Trump s70ke by gfone with Mol lan Abdal Ghans Baradar, » Taliban Lender and co-founder stationed in the Talitan's bona, Gatar offices
Crairman of the Joint Chisfs of Staff Ganeral fiark Aliey testifies before Senate Armad Services Camitice, Gescribing conditions 1o wnich the Talisan sgreed ncluding 1ot attacking US oops and coalition parsomel. The
a0 Taliban violated the sqreenent vith an ttack on Afgnan farces in Helnand province; the US Taunches an air strike in response
i

President Ghant caved inta pressure fram the US and ordared the phased release of 1500 Tallan fighters fron decention 3t 3 rate of 160 per day. I heat

After mecting At President Ashraf Guans and his i rival, Abdullah Abdallan in Afghaniston, Secretary of State ike Porpeo said he U.S. would cut 51 billion in sid in 2020 and reatened to cut avother $1 billion in 2021

v
because Ghans and AbduLlan had ot formad o unity government. Pompeo then net ith the Taliben's chief negotistor ot AL Udeid Atr Gase, Doha, Gatar where he ssked the Taliban o continue to adhere with the February ograsnent.
v Trusp prane colL with putin
. Trane fired Tnspector General of the Tncelligence Comunity Michael Atkinsen, claining he *1o longer™ had confidence 1n Atkinson. Atkinson s then n Lesve until the effective date of i ternination 03-HAY-2020
A5 16 he notsfied Conaress of the whistleblower’s report regarding the Ukraine avid pro quo, geing around Joseoh aguire 1o do so.
saroyan || T TS PULed out o1 o1k with the Afghon evermmnt after discussions over the wreslized prisener exchange ratered. Under e Febrary sareennt, prisaners wre 1o b xchonged ot th erd o Harch the exchange s
| 7B T oGt Bprr b G i i 1o 13 e O o 0 P s iy ot o ire’s ternination rode hin neligible to continse 55
w20 Trusp prane call vith putin
w20 Trinp phone <all with Putin (sncleor i1 call sbs before/afier Gen. Willer's neeting]
Gen. Austin MiLler et with Tolibon Lesders in Gatar: . The macting betueen Gon. Austin "Scott” Miller ond Toliban Lesders come o5 both sides accuse cach ather of rospind up viotence since signing  peoce deal on Feb. 29,
D/10/20 | uhich could see ALl tnternational troops withirou fram Afghanisten in 14 nanths.  The neeting, uhich focused an curblag vislence, wbs part of & nilitary chanmel esteblished L the U.5. Tolisan deal, the U.S. military's press
offie in Kabul o4 Stars and Stripes. — Taliban spokestan Suhail. Shaheen sald nGhe raids and other operations in noncanbat areas were discussed at the meeting, a1d Taliban offlcials “called for  halt to such attacks.” -+
s Trusp prane call vith putin
w0 Trune made s Joint Statesent with Putin bserving the 75th smiversary of Elbe Day
vsroyan || S9eCESL Rpresentative fo Afghanstan Zalay Knal1ad st senbers of the Tliban 4 Htar aong with he Spcial. Emvoy of Qatari. forein Minttry for Contertrrortan and Padition in Conflict Resolution, Mg AL
Gantans. They discussed the prisoner exchane and intra-Afahan talks.
v Trump phone call WLth Puting topics of Giscussion were repartes o be COVID-19, orms control including Russia and Crina, and the oil market
w220 WHTines: “Trump Wants Troaps 1 Afghanistan Hone by Election 0ay. The Pentagon I Orauing Up PLans® hitps:/ . heat
. DOD inspector generals office released its qartarly report dacumenting US <roop reduction by 4660 in spite of increased attacks by the Tallsan. Total troop nunber dropped fron 13060 <o 8600
w020 o Rotclif e spproved by the senste and sworn in 93 OUL
w0 Trump deloys & moeting and invites Russis et
oo Trump pone call with Putins delayed G mesting and il market stabilization Siscuseed
osvoa20 Trump orders pernanent draw down of 25% of U.5. <rosps stationed in Gemany; he did not consuLE vESh IATO before this order
w0

Exact date T8D: OLivia Troye resigned fron the Trunp soninistration



https://www.emptywheel.net/trump-and-u-s-afghanistan-u-s-iran-policy-timeline/
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https://x.com/JuliaDavisNews/status/1170513749100437504

D00 taspectar general’s office released 115 202620 report, noting the Taliban's vislations of the US-Tolibon sgreetent: *“The Taliban did not appear o uphold its commitnent o distance itsell fron terrorist orcanizations in

e AfgRanistan. Ui and U.5. officials reported that the Taliban continsed <o support al-aeds, and conducted Jolnt atiachs ith al-Gaeda merbers agaiast Afgnan National Defense and Security Farces.”
e e Lost 400 Totivan Tighters were released fran detention By the Afghan governsent
Acting Secretary Christogher Mitler smounced €ro0p Levels n Afghanistan had been droun doun €0 2500
s
Afghanistan's govermment tells the Trusp administration 1t has ade tos nany concessions to the Tallban, 1hat violence has increased Just s they had arned L€ ould after the 5008 Tallban fighters were released.
et e e con/ s orl - S5666152
I Afghanistan gevernment and Talivan net 1n Gatar for peace <alks wrich rave been delayed repestedly since the U-S. signed 31 agreenent it the Taliban in February
et
ssagan || YO IS XEaCks i thre provinces across northerm Afghaniatan since Tuesdy KiULed at Least 37 peole. Snclging six cEvELin, o oundad scores of ofhers even as » Taliban golitica e v regaiotiog pece with
Agnan soverment representatives in Sona, Gstar.”

oy | T ST eSS confrence: e're dealing vry ueLL it the Taliban They'rc ery Sogh. They’ e Very AT, Thy’rs vry SNarp. B4t you e, 43 been 10 JEBT, SRd evn they are Cire of figntg, 4 Ll fairess

Exact date ToD: Espor "sent 3 classified e o the Wit House This Ronth expressing concerns shaut additional cuts, according 1o two senlor U.5. officials faniliar With the discussion. Conditions on the Ground vere nat yet

Fight, Esper urote, citing the ongoing violence, possible damgers <o the renaining tronps n the event of 3 rapid pullout, potential danage o alliances and apprehension about Undercutting the negotiations.” The remo had been
e

Spurred by Trump's et Which insisted U.S. troops in Afghanistan vould be “hare by Christnas1™
/e Trinp fires oatense secretary ark Esper by tweet
e Republicans in Congress exprassed cancern Shat the Trimp admindseration's pLans to viChdros fram AFGUONEStan relyina on A dra douno ¢ troeps could Lesd <o 3 "Saigen-te of situstion.”
Acting secretary Christopher MiLler amounced troap Levels in Afgnanistan and 1raq will by January 15, 2021 rediced to 2,500 troops in each of the o countries
n ) v christopt o il by January
Argheniston gavernent and Talibon agreed to o franework for peace tolks

e 000°s inspector general reported the Tallsan continued 1o violate the terns of the U.5.-Taliban agreenent throughout 302020, and that the Taliban vere adniiting AL-Gaeda mesbers 1nco 115 Leadership.
o

Afghanistan's govermment tells the Trusp administration 1t has ade tos nany concessions to the Taliban, 113t violence has ncreased Just as they had arned Lt ould after the 5086 Tallban fighters were released
T ———



https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2473337/statement-by-acting-defense-secretary-christopher-miller-on-force-levels-in-afg/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2473337/statement-by-acting-defense-secretary-christopher-miller-on-force-levels-in-afg/

